
A L IA  names Australia's f i r s t  public library a m b a s s a d o rs
In an earlie r edition o f in C ite  (M arch 2009 ), 
w e  ta lke d  ab o ut o u r n e w  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  
am b assad o r program . T h is  m onth , w e  can 
an n o u n ce  the ap po in tm en t of our first tw o 
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A m b assad o rs : B arry  H eard , 
the a w a rd -w in n in g  A u stra lian  author, and 
B ru c e  M il le r , o n e  o f N e w  Sou th  W a le s ' 
most a ctive  lo ca l g overnm ent leaders .

It is a strong beg inn ing  for A LIA 's national 
L ib ra ry  A m b assad o rs c a m p a ig n , w h ic h  is 
s im ila r in co n ce p t to U N E S C O 's  g oodw ill 
am b assad o rs . B y  seek in g  out high p ro file  
ch a m p io n s  fo r the ro le  o f lib ra r ie s  in the 
c o m m u n ity , w e  a im  to in f lu e n c e  p u b lic  
o p in io n  ab out th is v ita l se rv ic e  and keep 
lib ra r ie s  at th e  fo re fro n t o f d is c u s s io n s  
ab o ut c o m m u n ity , re so u rce s , e d u c a tio n , 
se rv ice s , and fun d ing .

B a rry  H e a rd , th e  a u th o r o f W ell D o n e , 
Th ose  M e n , The V iew  from  C o n n o r 's  H ill, 
and Tag, has been chosen  to be the p u b lic  
fa c e  o f East G ip p s la n d  S h ire  L ib ra ry . H e  
says  that h is  fa v o u r ite  p la c e  to  v is it  in 
B a irn s d a le  w a s  th e  l ib ra ry : "I b ro w se , I 
bo rrow , I sm ile  at the ch ild re n  e n jo y ing  a 
story and , d uring  m y trave ls as an author, 
w h ere  po ssib le , I co n tact the lo ca l lib ra ry  
and  am  h ap p y  to g ive  a ta lk  and  a ttract 
lo ca ls ."

C o u n c il lo r  B ru c e  M ille r , w h o  has se rved  
on th e  C o w ra  S h ire  C o u n c il  fo r n e a r ly  
2 0  years , 14 o f them  as m ayor, is a lso  the 
p resid ent o f the Sh ires A sso c ia tio n  of N ew  
South W a le s . A  keen ad vo cate  of lib ra ries ,

he w a s  d e ligh ted  to a cce p t the in v ita tio n  
to b e c o m e  C o w ra  L ib ra ry 's  am b assad o r. 
H e  e x p la in s , " It 's  h ard  to ove r-sta te  the  
im p ortan ce  of p u b lic  lib ra rie s  on so m any 
le v e ls . T h e y  a re  p la c e s  w h e re  e v e ry o n e  
is w e lc o m e , su p p o rtin g  o u r d e s ire  fo r a 
fa ir and  e q u itab le  socie ty . T h e y  are p lace s 
that are full o f e xc it in g  ideas, in sp ira tion a l 
w o rd s , and  p ic tu re s , an d  th e y  a c t as a 
gatew ay to n e w  w o rld s  o f know ledg e  and 
in fo rm a tio n . T h e y  a re  a lso  p la c e s  w h e re  
lo c a l g o ve rn m e n t m eets th e  p e o p le , on 
neutra l territory. For a ll these reasons, they 
are s im p ly  in d isp e n sab le ."

A L IA  P re s id e n t Jan R ic h a rd s  c o m m e n ts , 
"O u r  first tw o P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A m bassado rs 
c o m e  from  v e ry  d if fe re n t  b a c k g ro u n d s , 
but both a re  p a ss io n a te  ab o u t lib ra r ie s . 
O v e r  th e  c o m in g  m o n th s , w e  w i l l  be 
in v itin g  other w e ll-k n o w n , w e ll-re sp ected  
p e rso n a lit ie s , in c lu d in g  w rite rs , th in ke rs , 
sp o rts  p e o p le , a n d  m e d ia  c e le b r i t ie s  
to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  o u r  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  
A m bassado r cam p a ig n ."

A L IA  is assisting  w ith  a d ozen  p ilo t P u b lic  
L ib r a r y  A m b a s s a d o r  p ro je c ts  a ro u n d  
th e  c o u n try , in c lu d in g  East G ip p s la n d  
an d  C o w ra . Jan  R ic h a rd s  a g a in , " W e  
re a lise d  that w h ile  p u b lic  lib ra ry  te am s 
are re a lly  keen to pa rtic ip ate  in the L ib ra ry  
A m b a ssa d o r p ro g ram , th ey  d on 't a lw a y s  
have the tim e o r the know -how . By he lp ing  
to set up e xam p les o f how  it can  w o rk , w e  
w ill be able to post case studies on the A L IA  
w e b s ite  sh o w in g  h o w  easy  it can  be . W e

have also  d eve lop ed  a too lk it, in c lu d in g  a 
p ro ject p lan n ing  chart, sam p le  letters and 
press re le ase , and  a set o f key  m essag es, 
a ll o f w h ic h  is a lre a d y  a v a ila b le  on th e  
w e b s ite ."

Th e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A m b assad o r cam p a ig n  
w i l l  be o f f ic ia l ly  la u n c h e d  at th e  A L IA  
P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  Su m m it http://www.alia. 
org.au/summit09 on 16 Ju ly  2 0 0 9 . For 
m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t A L IA  P ro je c t 
O ffic e r  Sue M cK e rrach e r on 0 4 0 4  4 5 6 7 4 9  
or sue.mckerracher@alia.org.au.

S u e  M c K e rra c h e r  
A L IA  P ro je c t  O ff ic e r  

s u e .m c k e rra c h e r@ a lia .o rg .a u
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Blackwell Reference Online
F O R  Y O U R  S O C IA L  S C IE N C E S  A N D  H U M A N IT IE S  
L IB R A R Y

" W h a t  m a k e s  th is  p r o d u c t  s ta n d  o u t  is  i t s  s c h o la r ly  

s c o p e  a n d  d e p th , w h ic h  e x t e n d s  f a r  b e y o n d  r e a d y  

r e f e r e n c e .  O w in g  to  th e  e x c e p t io n a l  q u a l i ty  a n d  r ig o r  

o f  th e  e s s a y s ,  th e  d a t a b a s e  is  m o s t  lik e ly  to  b e n e f i t  

a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s c h o la r s  . . a n  im p r e s s iv e  

p r o d u c t .  H ig h ly  r e c o m m e n d e d ."

CHOICE
Featuring over 350 of our acclaim ed C om panions and 
H andbooks acro ss 20  sub ject fields, Blackw ell R eference Online 
(BRO) is the m ost authoritative and up-to-date scholarship 
acro ss  the hum anities and social scien ces.

This unique reference resource offers u sers sophisticated  search  
options and innovative classification -  by su b ject, person, 
period, key topic and place. It facilitates m ultidisciplinary work, 
m aking it useful to  both faculty and students.

BRO is available to  institutions as a “com plete co llectio n" o r as 
o n e of seven  "su b jec t collectio ns":

• B u sin ess 8( Econom ics
■ C lassics
■ History
■ Language & Linguistics
• Literature & Cultural Studies
• Philosophy and Religion
• Psychology, Socio logy & Anthropology

F o r  fu ll d e ta i ls  o n  th e  b r e a d th  o f  c o n t e n t  a n d  
f u n c t io n a l i ty  a v a i la b le  o n  B R O , a lo n g  w ith  

s u b s c r i p t io n  b e n e f i t s  a n d  o p t io n s  f o r  y o u r  in s t i tu t io n ,  
v is i t  w w w .b l a c k w e l lr e f e r e n c e .c o m

To s e t  up a fre e  trial fo r  y o u r in stitu tio n , c o n ta c t  y o u r  

a c c o u n t m a n a g e r  or e m a il lib ra r y in fo a s ia @ w ile y .c o m

w w w .b lackw elireference.com
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