
L i t t l e  b o o k  packs a b i g  
punch
N e x t m on th  sees the  p u b lic a t io n  o f the  L itt le  b o o k  o f  p u b l ic  
lib raries, a handy, pocket-sized vo lum e that's bright, co lourfu l, and, 
in just a few  pages, exp la in s  w hy p u b lic  lib raries are so im portant.

T h e  Little  b o o k  is based  on a p u b lic a t io n  p ro d u ce d  in the  U K  
a fe w  years ago. A L IA  has taken the idea and  adapted  it for the 
A ustra lian  lib rary w o rld , creating  a va luab le  ad vo cacy  tool, w h ich  
in c lu d e s  the  k in d s  o f w o rd s  and  ph rases to w h ic h  p o lit ic ia n s  
can  e a s ily  re la te . A L IA 's  Little  b o o k  featu res se c tio n s  on p u b lic  
lib ra r ie s ' c o n tr ib u tio n  to s o c ia l in c lu s io n , a v ib ra n t e co n o m y , 
h ea lth y  c it iz e n s , h igher lite ra cy  le ve ls , life lo n g  le a rn ing , strong 
fa m ilie s , and su sta inab le  co m m u n itie s .

It a lso  in c lud es the latest, im pressive statistics about lib rary  usage.

• Th e re  are som e 1500 p u b lic  lib ra rie s  acro ss A u stra lia  and 
8200 lib ra ry  staff, w h o  p rov ide  expert g u id an ce .

• 9.9 million p eo p le  o r n e a rly  50% of the population are
lib ra ry  m em bers, and m any m ore o f us use them  as study 
s p a c e s , fo r o n lin e  re s e a rc h , an d  ju s t  to  b ro w s e  th e  
c o lle c t io n s  of books, C D s , D V D s , and  m ag az in es , g iv ing  a 
total of 111 million an nu a l v is its .

• W e  bo rrow  m ore than 183 million item s a year and m ake 
n e a rly  10 million e n q u irie s .

• T h e re  a re  8500 P C s in o u r lib ra r ie s , 7000 w ith  in te rn e t
acce ss .

• A ll th is costs us $757 million -  less than 10c a day each .

Source: The Australian Public Libraries Statistica l Repo rt 2006-2007 
(State Library of Q ueensland , January 2009)

Th e  Little  b o o k  w il l m ake  its debut at the A L IA  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  
Su m m it on 1 6 July, w h ere  a cop y w il l  be g iven  to each  attendee . 
Its p r im a ry  fu n c t io n  is to re m in d  p o lit ic ia n s  o f th e  v a lu a b le  
co n trib u tio n  m ade by p u b lic  lib ra rie s , and it is designed  to w o rk  
on a fe d e ra l, state, and  lo ca l le v e l. In ad d it io n , it can  be used 
w ith  co u n c il o fficers, lib rary  users, friends of lib rary  groups, lib rary  
staff, and  the m ed ia .

A L IA  P re s id e n t  Jan  R ic h a rd s  has been  re s p o n s ib le  fo r th e  
p u b lic a t io n . She e x p la in s : "It's a s im p le , live ly , m u lti-p u rp o se  
book. U n lik e  flim sy  leaflets, it's just too a ttractive  and substantia l 
to th ro w  aw ay , so a ll w e  need to do is to m ake  sure it gets into 
the right hands.

"W e  a s k e d  c o l le a g u e s , th ro u g h  th e  s ta te  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  
A s s o c ia t io n s , h o w  m a n y  c o p ie s  th e y  m ig h t be in te re ste d  in 
ordering , and they responded w ith  quantities w h ich  to ta lled  m ore 
than 1 2 0 0 0  co p ie s . T h is  brings the p rice  d o w n  to less than $2 a 
copy.

"A pdf of the fin a l a rtw o rk  w il l be a va ila b le  to v ie w  on the A L IA  
w e b s ite  from  12 June (if not before), and if an yo ne  hasn't a lre ad y  
requested cop ies , but w ou ld  like  to do so, w e  w il l be taking orders 
for the in itia l p rin t run right up to 19 June."

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a t io n , o r to re q u e st c o p ie s , c o n ta c t  A L IA  
P ro ject O ff ic e r  Sue M cK e rrach e r on 0 4 0 4  4 5 6 7 4 9  o r e m a il sue. 
mckerracher@alia.org.au.

S u e  M c K e r r a c h e r  
A L IA  P ro je c t  O f f ic e r  

s u e .m c k e r r a c h e r .a iia .o r g .a u

reaxys

Does your researcher’s work flow?

Reaxys supports research and task-based learning by integrating 
reaction and substance data search with synthesis planning.

Easy access to relevant and actionable results means 
researchers and students can move more quickly through 
•the steps in- their workflow, improving efficiency and 
increasing productivity.

Experimentally validated reactipn and substance data 
1 Tools to evaluate hit sets and design syntheses strategies 
* An intuitive interface designed by chemists for chemists

For more information or to request a complimentary trial, please 
contact Linda Dunne, l.dunhe@elsevier.com; Nigel Ashworth,
n.ashworth@elsevier.com; Doreen Tan; d.tan@elsevier.com'
• wvVw.info.reaxVs.com ■'
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