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Th e  la s t  A n z a c s  is a 
p ic to r ia l and  b io g ra p h ic a l re co rd  o f the 
A n z a c s  s t ill a l iv e  in 1 9 9 6 . T h is  re v ise d  
e d it io n  take s us up to the  death  o f A le c  
C a m p b e ll, the last A N Z A C , in 2 0 0 2 .

A  f a ir ly  le n g th y  fo re w o rd , w r it te n  by 
G e n . Peter Co sgrove , looks at the A N Z A C  
t ra d it io n  th e n , a n d  to d ay , a n d  at th e  
b a ttle fie ld  itse lf. T h e  real strength  o f the 
b o o k  h o w e v e r  lie s  in th e  w r it te n  and  
p h o to g ra p h ic  p o rtra its  o f th e  A n z a c s  
th em se lves .

It is a strangely  w arm  and d eep ly  hum ane 
h is t o r ic a l  d o c u m e n t  a b o u t  o rd in a r y  
m en  in  e x t r a o rd in a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
M a n y  c o m in g  h o m e  s t o r ie s  w e r e  
s im ila r , m a rr ia g e s  that su s ta in e d  th e m , 
la rg e  fa m il ie s , w o rk , h o m es lost in the  
D e p re s s io n , so n s  lo st in  W W 2 . W h a t  
is m is s in g  p e rh a p s  a re  th e  A n z a c s  that 
re tu rn e d  an d  s u rv iv e d  less s u c c e s s fu lly  
o r g ra c e fu lly  th an  th e se . A w a re n e ss  o f 
that o m is s io n  h o w e v e r d oes not lessen  
the thoughtfu l co n d em n atio ns o f w ar, nor 
th e  q u ie t h e ro ism  o f the  m e n . T h e  la st 
A n z a c s  is a sa tisfy ing , in fo rm ative  record  
th a t w o u ld  su it  re a d e rs  fro m  te e n a g e  
u p w ard s  in te rested  in A u s tra lia n  h istory , 
and in seeing som e of the faces beh ind  the 
legends.
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D isq u ie t, d ism ay, d is
tress, d istan ce  -  these 
words all resonate as I 

seek  to d e sc r ib e  Le igh 's n e w  n o ve l. T h is  
a r t i ly  p re se n te d  litt le  h a rd b a c k , w ith  its 
ghostly b la ck  and w h ite  dust ja cke t, tactile  
linen  b ind ing , s ilve r endpapers, and w h ite  
rib b o n  m arke r, a n n o u n c e s  to the  read er 
that th is is L iteratu re , w ith  a cap ita l L.

S ince  her first novel, The H u n ter, published 
in 2001 to c r it ica l a c c la im , Ju lia  Leigh has 
been under pressure to produce her second 
w o rk  o f f ic t io n . W ith  D isq u ie t , Le igh  has 
p roduced  an e x trao rd in a rily  tight w o rk  of 
poetic prose .

T h e  n o ve l fo c u s e s  on O l iv ia ,  w h o  has 
recen tly  e scap ed  hom e to France  from  an 
a b u s iv e  m a rr ia g e  in A u s t ra lia . L ik e  The

22 in Cite

Disquiet

H u n te r , th is nove l cen tres on an ab sen ce : 
in th is  case  o f seren ity , em b o d ie d  by the 
s till-b o rn  c h ild  be ing  c a rr ie d  a ro u n d , for 
d ays on end , by O liv ia 's  c ra ze d  sister-in- 
law , w h o  canno t bear to bu ry  the  c h ild .

Th is b leak novella  w ill not be to everyone's 
taste -  a q u ick  read , and  one that lingers 
in th e  m in d , it is a h ig h ly  o r ig in a l an d  
unsettling  w o rk  o f A u stra lian  fic t io n .
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Su san  H a ll's  lift- th e -fla p  b o o k , W h e re 's  
m y  m u m ? fo llo w s  a cy g n e t that has ju s t  
h a tch e d  from  an egg an d  c a n 't  f in d  its 
m um . The  book is sk ilfu lly  illu stra ted  w ith  
a se ries o f d raw in gs by Edw ard  Eb e n e zer 
G o s te lo w  that a re  h e ld  at th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  o f A u s t ra lia , an d  is a d e lig h tfu l 
le a rn in g  tool for ch ild re n  at k in derg arten  
o r ju n io r-p rim a ry . T h e  read er can  fo llo w  
the little cygnet's jo u rn ey  through a varie ty  
o f A u stra lian  land scap es and learn  w h ic h  
b irds live  there , w h at the baby b ird  looks 
like , and com p are  them  to the fu lly  g row n 
b ird .
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A n th o n y  H i l l 's  la test 
bo o k , C a p ta in  C o o k 's  
a p p r e n t i c e  te l ls  th e  
story o f Isaac  M a n le y  

on his first voyage of w h at turns into a long 
naval career. A  13-year-o ld  m id d le  c h ild , 
Isaac  leaves hom e for a life  o f ad ven tu re  
as a c a b in  b o y  a b o a rd  th e  E n d e a v o u r  
on  G o o k 's  firs t vo yag e  as C o m m a n d e r . 
Th e  voyag e  w a s  to m easu re  the transit o f 
V enus and to m ap the great southern land . 
It lasts th ree  y e a rs , an d  Isaac  re tu rn s  to 
h is fa m ily  a g row n m an , ed ucated  by the 
o ther sa ilo rs  in the w a y s  o f the sea , w ith  
a d es ire  to co n tin u e  th is life  o f d isco v e ry  
and  adven ture .

T h e  sto ry  is based  on fa c t , but f ic t io n a l. 
Isaac  w a s  in the sh ip 's m uste r b o o k , but 
the story is la rgely based on the jo u rn a ls  of 
o thers on the voyag e . T h e  book has been 
e x te n s iv e ly  re sea rch ed  and  is e x c it in g  to 
read .
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D o m in ic  K n ig h t  
o f  T h e  c h a s e r  
fa m e  m a k e s  h is  
n o v e l i s t ic  d e b u t 

w ith  D is c o  b o y , a c o m in g -o f-a g e  b o ok 
fo r tw e n ty -so m e th in g s . K n ig h t is a keen 
observer of the hum an condition  and draws 
characters w ho , in the real w o rld , cou ld  be 
anyone's friends and  fam ily .

Paul is a frustrated m u s ic ian  w o rk in g  as a 
DJ p lay in g  retro m u s ic . F ive  years  at law  
schoo l have fa iled  to ign ite a p assio n , and 
h is p ro fessiona l parents d esp a ir that D Jing 
is "b e g in n in g  to lo ok  a lot lik e  a ca re e r"  
fo r h im . H e  is p a ra ly se d  by in d e c is io n , 
p ro fe s s io n a l ly  an d  ro m a n t ic a l ly . T h e  
lim ita t io n s  o f D J in g , the  e x p e c ta t io n s  of 
fam ily  and friends, and the desire  to realise  
h is  o w n  m u s ic a l a m b it io n s , in te rw e a v e  
w ith  co n flic ts  in h is lo ve  life .

A fte r  a d is a s t ro u s  C h r is tm a s  p a rty , it 
b e co m e s c le a r  th a t, fo r P au l, D J in g  and  
m u sica l c re d ib ility  can  n ever co -ex ist, and 
it's tim e for som e tough d e c is io n s .

M u s ic  p u lse s  th ro u g h  th e  sto ry  and  th e  
b o o k . C h a p te rs  p ro g re s s  in  re v e r s e  
c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r , h it p a ra d e  s ty le . 
C h ap te r 1 is # 4 0 , C e le b ra t io n , w h ile  the 
fina l ch ap te r is #1 , Is la n d s in the S trea m . 
T h is  is a g re a t o p e n in g  n u m b e r fro m  
D o m in ic  Kn ight.
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Set in th e  co n te s te d  
b o rd e r tow n  of A b ye i 
in  c e n t r a l  S u d a n , 

Jam es M askalyk 's Six m onth s in Sudan  is an 
honest and insightfu l acco u n t o f life as an 
aid  w o rke r stationed in one o f the harshest 
and  m ost u n p re d ic tab le  e n v iro n m e n ts  in 
the w o rld .

W ritte n  m onths a fte r M a s k a ly k  re tu rned
to C a n a d a , the  b o o k  m o ve s  se a m le s s ly
from  chap ter to chapter, he lped  a long  by
excerp ts from  his o rig ina l b log . A nd  w h ile
M a s k a ly k  is not a b le  to b r in g  h im s e lf
to re l iv e  so m e  o f h is  m o re  h a rro w in g
experiences, his gentle ph ilosophica l prose,
fu ll o f h ope  d esp ite  th e  so m e tim e s g rim
re a lity  o f its su b je c t m atter, c o n t in u a lly
questions his ow n  id ea ls .

co n t d  on page 24

Volume 30 • Issue 6 • June 2009

mailto:rhonda.cotsell@canberra.edu.au
mailto:julie.thorndyke@ridbc.org.au
mailto:khannan@csu.edu.au
mailto:jill.griffin@care2.com
mailto:v.schefe@griffith.edu.au


Book reviews
W ith  co m p le te  honesty  he d e sc rib e s  h is 
struggle to rem ain im partia l, to sw itch  off to 
the pa in  and g rie f around  h im . H e  adm its 
to h is w e akn e sse s , regrets, and  m istakes , 
and w h ile  he does not set h im se lf up as a 
hero , h is a b ility  to exp ress these  fee ling s 
gives him  a k ind of heroism  that m akes his 
in n e r struggle as fa sc in a t in g  as h is ou ter 
one.

The  good, the bad , and the hard to read , 
Jam es M a sk a ly k  b rings the  stark  truth o f 
life  in A bye i into the liv ing  room  o f e ve ry  
re ad e r. S ix  m o n th s  in S u d a n  is ro u g h , 
v isce ra l, and hot, but most o f a ll, it is rea l.
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The future by us: Young leaders 
imagine Australia beyond 2020
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Th e  F u tu re  B y  U s  
is a p r o d u c t  o f  
th e  Y o u th  2 0 2 0  

S u m m it  in 2 0 0 8 , an d  b r in g s  to g e th e r 
in sp ira t io n a l and  c h a lle n g in g  id eas from  
14 o f ou r c o u n try 's  yo u ng  le a d e rs . W ith  
a fo rew ord  by Kev in  Rudd , and endorsed  
by Hugh Jackm an , M issy H igg ins, and T im  
C o ste llo , this co lle c tio n  of essays d e live rs  
a w e ll-w ritten , resourced , and ch a lleng in g  
b luep rin t for the futu re of A u stra lia .

T h e  o n ly  f la w  w ith  th is  b o o k  is th a t 
there is so m uch  in fo rm ation , and  it is so 
c h a lle n g in g , that som e m ay  see it as an  
id e a lis t ic , u top ian  v is io n  fo r ou r cou n try . 
E lo w e v e r re ad in g  it, and  the b rave  an d  
a lte rna tive  ideas o f h ow  ou r future co u ld  
be chang ed  by in n o va tio n , p a rtic ip a tio n , 
a n d  c o o p e ra t io n , i w a s  in s p ire d  an d  
up lifted . Far from  espousing  u n o b ta in ab le  
id ea ls , these young  experts in th e ir fie ld s 
propose w e ll-re sea rch ed  p lans fo r chang e  
in eve ry  aspect o f our so c ie ty  im ag inab le , 
from  b u ild ing  su sta inab le  eco n o m ie s and 
en v ironm en ts to the c rea tive  health  o f ou r 
nation .

A  b r i l l ia n t  c h a lle n g e  to  a n y o n e  w h o  
b e lie v e s  G e n  Y  is la zy , in d u lg e n t , an d  
c o n se rva t ive , The fu tu re  b y  us is a bo ok 
that w ill appeal to anyone w h o  is interested 
in the future of our country .
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The priestess and the slave
Jenny B lack fo rd

H a d le y  R ille  Books , 
2 0 0 9

IS B N :
9 7 8 0 9 8 1 9 2 4 3 1 1  

$ 1 5 .9 6

If y o u  h a v e  e v e n  
a l i t t le  in te re s t in 
o r  k n o w le d g e  o f  

A n c ie n t  G re e c e , Je n n y  B la c k fo rd 's  f irs t 
b o o k  The p r ie s te s s  a n d  th e  s la v e  is w e ll 
w o rth  read ing . T h is  s lim  vo lu m e  te lls the 
s to r ie s  o f tw o  w o m e n  o f v e ry  d iffe re n t 
s o c ia l stan d in gs: T h ra s u lla , a priestess of 
the god A po llo  at D e lp h i, w h o  observes the 
co rrup tion  o f one o f her fe llo w  priestesses, 
an d , s ix ty  years  la ter, H a rm o n ia , a s la ve  
o w n e d  b y  an  A th e n ia n  sc u lp to r , w h o  
e n d u re s  th e  te rr ib le  p la g u e  that e n g u lfs  
A th e n s  as the  c ity  is b es ieg ed  by Sparta  
and  its a llie s .

A lth o u g h  these  tw o  w o m e n  n eve r m eet, 
both th e ir lives are  d e e p ly  affected by the 
p o lit ic s  o f the  t im e . T h e y  a re  su rv iv o rs , 
liv in g  through great d ifficu lt ie s . T h rasu lla  
is d is illu s io n e d  by peo p le 's  m an ip u la tio n  
o f the gods, w h ile  H a rm o n ia  e xp e rie n ce s  
the horrors o f losing m uch-loved  m em bers 
o f her househo ld .

Jenny has an e x trao rd in a ry  kn o w le d g e  of 
A n c ie n t  G re e c e , both o f the p o lit ic s  and  
the o rd inary lives o f the c itize n s . She w rites 
w ith  authority, p rovid ing  fasc inating  details 
o f life  at th a t t im e . S h e  a ls o  d e v e lo p s  
tw o  c h a ra c te rs  w ith  w h o m  w e  can  tru ly  
e m p a th ise . Both  sto ries a re  su sp en se fu l 
an d  fast m o v in g . I h o p e  that Je n n y  w il l  
c o n tin u e  w rit in g  h is to r ica l books o f such  
high q uality .

J i l l  E n k s  
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N o w  o r  n e v e r ,  T im  
F l a n n e r y ' s  e s s a y ,  
is  a t im e ly  c a l l  to  
a rm s  fo r  A u s t r a l ia n s  
to  p a y  a t te n t io n  to  

su sta in ab ility  as a real and  present issue -  
and  in ac tio n  as a real and  present danger.

C a rb o n  d io x id e  a n d  c l im a t e  c h a n g e , 
m an ag in g  la n d sca p e  to m an ag e  c a rb o n , 
h o lis t ic  m an ag em en t o f food  p ro d u ctio n  
-  a ll these to p ics  are  co ve re d , and m ore . 
R e sp o n se s  from  va r io u s  e m in e n t lite ra ry  
and  s c ie n tif ic  persons a re  a lso  co n ta in ed  
in th is b o o k , w ith  a su rp r ise  a p p e a ran ce  
from  R ich a rd  B ranson .

F lannery presents ideas in c le a r form , using 
im a g in a t iv e  d e s c r ip t io n  to b r in g  issues 
in to  a c lo s e  an d  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  fo cu s . 
H e  d oesn 't ju st d iscu ss  the p ro b le m s, he 
offers so lu tio n s that co u ld  be re a lise d  in 
the near future w ith  enough dedication  and 
p lan n ing .

T h e  book is p resen ted  in su ch  a w ay  as 
to m ake  the m ate ria l a c c e s s ib le  to m ost 
readers -  a lthoug h  the co n te n t is w orthy 
of a m ore acad em ic presentation . Everyone 
should  read this book and indu lge in som e 
c o n stru c tive  thought ab out a su sta in ab le  
future for th is country , and in d eed , that of 
the w o rld .

A d r ie n n e  W a lke r  
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S u c c e s s  w ith  A s ia n  
na m es  is a p ractica l 
g u i d e b o o k  o n  
h o w  to  c o r r e c t ly  

p ro n o u n c e  A s ia n  n a m e s , a n d  ad d re ss  
peo p le  of an A sian  backg ro u nd . T h is  book 
has c h ap te rs  on  v a r io u s  A s ia n  c u ltu re s , 
ra n g in g  fro m  V ie tn a m e s e , T h a i ,  a n d  
M a la y s ia n  to ce n tra l A s ia n  n a tio n s  su ch  
as P ak istan  an d  A fg h a n is ta n . It o u tlin e s  
som e o f the p ro b lem s and  issues p eo p le  
from  a C a u ca s ia n  backg round  have w hen  
trying to pronounce a nam e of Asian  origin, 
an d  d e ta ils  a d v ic e  on h o w  to c o rre c t ly  
p ro no un ce  A sian  n am es.

T h is  g u id e b o o k  w o u ld  be in v a lu a b le  to 
p e o p le  w o rk in g  in th e  c u sto m e r se rv ic e , 
l ik e  p u b lic  l ib ra r ie s . H a v in g  w o rk e d  in 
s e v e ra l p u b l ic  l ib r a r ie s , i u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  e m b a rra ssm e n t an d  c o n fu s io n  th at 
can  a rise  w h en  u n su re  as to the p ro p er 
sa lu ta t io n  an d  p ro n u n c ia t io n  o f n am e s . 
Su ccess cou ld  be kept as a ready reference 
g u id e  to h e lp  s ta ff a n s w e r  a n y  q u e r ie s  
th e y  m ay  h a ve  re g a rd in g  th e  c o r r e c t  
p ro nu n c ia tio n  o f A s ian  nam es.

T h is  b o o k  c a n  be q u ite  d ry  and  lo n g  
w in d e d , a n d  w o u ld  p e rh a p s  b e n e f it  
fro m  som e a m u s in g  a n e c d o te s  re la tin g  
to  s i t u a t io n s  w h e r e  th e  in c o r r e c t  
p ro nu n c ia tio n  of an A s ian  nam e has been 
used. O th erw ise  it is a very  useful guide on 
the co rrect p ro n u n c ia tio n  o f A s ian  nam es.

Jo h n  S h e a  
jo h n .s h e a @ fin a n c e .g o v .a u
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