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Library Lovers Day 2008
Blind da tes a t C oo loo la
Love was d e fin ite ly  in the air at C o o lo o la  Libraries on 

February 14 and despite the w e t weather, ins ide was 

w arm  and w e lcom ing . C o o lo o la  Libraries staff and patrons 

en thus ias tica lly  em braced the  concep t o f L ibrary Lovers Day 

w ith  co lo u rfu l ba lloons and decora tions w h ile  friends o f the 

C o o loo la  Libraries greeted a rriv ing  patrons w ith  heart shaped 

choco la tes and happy smiles.

Books p rev ious ly  read and en joyed  by staff and vo lun teers 

w ere  w rapped in b row n paper w ith  red hearts on the cove r 

and p laced on display. Borrow ers w ere then encouraged to 

take a 'b lin d  date book '. Those w h o  took up the cha llenge  

also received a Library Lovers bookm ark and s ticke r... and 

the o p p o rtu n ity  to step ou t o f the ir com fo rt zone and read a 

new  au thor or genre!

Special V a len tine 's Day ba lloons, hearts and posters w ere 

used to  decorate the lib ra ry  and add that rom a n tic  touch. 

L ibrary staff w ere kept busy th rou gh ou t the day restocking  the 

d isp lay shelves w ith  rom ance titles and b lin d  date books.

A L ibrary Lovers co m p e tit io n  took p lace over a three w eek 

pe riod  w ith  patrons asked to  te ll lib ra ry  staff w h y  they 

loved the ir local library. A  beau tifu l L ibrary Lovers g ift pack 

in c lu d in g  chocolates, note cards, coffee mugs and o ther 

items purchased from  Southern Scene was the w inne r's  prize . 

O w in g  to the vo lum e  o f im ag ina tive  entries rece ived, staff 

chose tw o  'runners up ' w h o  w ere  rew arded w ith  boxes o f 

choco la te . The w in n in g  entry:

"As a tired  M um  I always kn o w  w ha t makes three litt le  faces 

g low . I say 'h o w  about the lib ra ry  today ', and then a il ou r 

cares are washed aw ay", cam e from  Tanya Souter w h o  was 

th r ille d  w ith  her prize.

L ibrary Lovers Day was a h ig h lig h t in 2008's ca lendar fo r both 

staff and patrons, w ith  everyone lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to g ro w in g  

and expand ing  on ideas fo r L ibra ry Lovers Day 2009 .

K a re n  S a lla w a y  
k a re n .s a lla w a y @ c o o lo o la .q ld .g o v .a u

M ed ica re  A u s tra lia  
love  th e ir  lib ra ry
V alentine 's Day 20 08  was the day that M ed ica re  A ustra lia  

lib ra ry  chose to  em bark  upon an awareness cam paign, 

h ig h lig h tin g  the ir services to  o ther M ed ica re  staff. " It  was a 

perfect t im e ," says L ibra ry M anager M e rilyn  Tandukar, " to  

en tice  peop le  to  love their library. "

The lib ra ry  services over 1000 peop le  in the N a tion a l O ff ic e  in 

Tuggeranong, ACT and ano the r 5000 staff in state headquarters 

and branch o ffices across A ustra lia . The new  p ro m o tio n  used 

the them e 'Love Your L ib ra ry ' to  inv ite  m anagers and the ir 

staff to  com e and d iscove r services offered by the library.

Managers rece ived a V a len tine 's  Day card from  the library, 

com p le te  w ith  bookm arks and tattoos to w ear and share w ith  

th e ir team on 14 February —  the trad ition a l day o f love.

Staff w ere  asked to  'm ake  a da te ' w ith  the lib ra ry  on 14th, fo r 

heart shaped ba lloons, roses, rom a n tic  m usic and tra in in g  on 

ho w  to  use lib ra ry  services.

"The p ro m o tio n  is abou t o ve rcom in g  the pe rcep tion  that the 

lib ra ry  is o n ly  fo r pe op le  in N a tiona l O ffic e ,"  said M e rily n  

"ra ther a ll staff can access the  lib ra ry  th rough the  in tranet, use 

o n lin e  catalogues, research databases, e-jou rna ls, e-books, as 

w e ll as d a ily  news sum m aries."

The in te rna l p ro m o tio n  was w e ll received by M ed ica re  

A ustra lia  staff w h o  no w  love the ir lib ra ry  just a litt le  b it 

more.

M e rily n  T a n d u k a r  
m e r ily n .ta n d u k a r @ m e d ic a r e a u s tr a lia .g o v .a u

A LIA  thanks o u r L ib ra ry 

Lovers Day sponsors:

S C  e ' n  E

L i b r a r i a n s  s h a r i n g  t h e  l o v e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y
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