
P
r

o
f

e
s

s
i

o
n

a
l

 
d

e
v

e
l

o
p

m
e

n
t Professiona l d e ve lo p m e n t in Far N o rth  Q ueensland 

(FNQ)

James C ook U n ivers ity  (JCU) L ibra ry Cairns cam pus, hosted 

its th ird  b iannua l Professional D eve lo pm e n t Day last 

Novem ber.

T itled iLibrarian-iTools for the Future, the program  focused 

on on line  social ne tw o rk ing  app lica tio ns  and the poss ib ilities  

they o ffer fo r reach ing lib ra ry  users. O ver 30 loca l lib rarians 

gathered for an ins truc tive  and positive  day.

Heather G ordon, D irector, In fo rm a tion  Services &  U n ivers ity  

L ibrarian JCU, opened the day w ith  a presen ta tion on 

the im portance  o f o n lin e  social ne tw o rk ing  app lica tio ns  

h ig h lig h tin g  the vast range o f poss ib ilities  and op po rtu n itie s  

that now  exists fo r libraries. JCU In fo rm a tion  Librarians

Participants of the Professional Development Day in FNQ

A lan  C o ckeriil, B ronw en Forster and N ic o le  Johnston 

fo llo w e d , dem onstra ting  socia l n e tw o rk ing  app lica tio ns  

such as iG oogle , biogs, w ik is , L ibrary Thing, and Second 

Life to  nam e a few.

M ost o f the w o rksh o p  attendees had lim ite d  experience  w ith  

these ap p lica tio ns , and m any ad m itte d  no t unders tand ing  

the a ttrac tion  o f an o n lin e  socia l life . H ow eve r the 

advantages fo r lib ra ries in using such too ls  was obvious. It 

w i l l  be in te resting to see w h a t o n lin e  app lica tio ns  are 

p icked  up by respective lib ra ries  ove r 2008 .

The PD day w o u ld  not have gone ahead w ith o u t the support 

o f the local lib ra ry  c o m m u n ity  - presenters, organ is ing  

co m m itte e  m em bers, helpers, and everyone w h o  cam e 

a lon g  and supported  the event. JCU L ibra ry unde rtook  

m ost o f the o rgan isa tion  fo r the day and deserve a specia l 

m en tion . A  F N Q  lib ra rian s ' b log  has been set up and is 

used by loca l lib ra rians as a means o f keep ing in touch  

w h ile  p ractis ing  n e w ly -re q u ire d  sk ills . V is it h t tp : / /w w w . 

fn q lib ra r ia n s .b lo g s p o t.c o m /

P rio r to  o rgan is ing  the PD day, loca l lib ra rians expressed 

an interest in fin d in g  ou t abou t ALIA's Professional 

D e ve lo pm e n t Scheme. C onsequently , I to o k  the o p p o rtu n ity  

to  p rom ote  ALIA's PD Scheme w ith  the  he lp  o f a presenta tion 

supp lied  by Karen M ills  (ALIA  PD O ffice r). It is im p o rtan t 

to  rem em ber tha t be ing  rem ote lib ra rians doesn 't mean w e 

ca n 't m ake or f in d  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  expand ou r skills.

Postscript: In 20 08  w e  hope to  set up an after-hours 

in fo rm a l learn ing  w o rksho p  to  be he ld  every tw o  m onths. 

Each w o rksho p  w il l  focus on one W eb  2 .0  to o l. N o t o n ly  

w i l l  w e  bene fit by le a rn ing  and p rac tis ing  som eth ing  new  

bu t most im portan tly , these sessions w i l l  regu la rly  b ring  us 

together as a group .

C la ir e  O v a sk a  
c .o v a s k a @ flig h t lin e s e r v ic e s .c o m .a u

E u r o p e 's  b e s t  i s  n o w

A u s t r a l ia ’s b e s t
I n t r o d u c in g  th e  B o s c o  m e d ia te k ™  r a n g e

World renowned quality

Mobile & static storage options

No permanent fixings

Easy installation, relocation & adjustment

Wide range of post and bay sizes with accessories

Custom designed to suit.your installation

Specification guides availab le . C o n tact Bosco Storage Solutions 
or visit our website for more information.
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e: sales@ boscostorage.com .au 

w w w .boscostorage.com .au

International Grammar School

Volume 29 • Issue 3 • March 2008 in c ite  27

http://www
mailto:c.ovaska@flightlineservices.com.au
mailto:sales@boscostorage.com.au
http://www.boscostorage.com.au

