
E n g a g i n g  w i t h  

t h e  L I S  c o m m u n i t y

The themes o f In form , Innovate, In itia te  and Inspire 

w e re  a ll ap tly  met at last year's ALIA  N a tiona l L ibrary & 

In fo rm a tion  Technic ians C onference. N on trad ition a l 

e xh ib itio n s  and concepts, new  and e xc itin g  re laxa tion 

ac tiv ities , trade exh ib ito rs , free sate llite  events and 

w orkshops supp lem en ted  the fo rm a l academ ic  program .

The A L IA  Library Techn ic ian Educators' Forum was held at 

RM IT U n ive rs ity  L ibrary p r io r to  the con ference. A ttendees 

from  TAFEs around A ustra lia  took part in discussions, 

fa c ilita te d  by Professor G ill H a llam  from  Q ueensland 

U n ive rs ity  o f T echnology and D r Paul G enoni from  C urtin  

U n ivers ity . C u rren tly  sixteen TAFE loca tions and one 

priva te  p ro v id e r offer lib ra ry  techn ic ian  courses and the 

fo rum  gave educators the o p p o rtu n ity  to a ir th e ir  concerns 

abou t ed uca tiona l issues, w ith  inpu t feed ing d ire c tly  in to  

the A L IA  Education and W o rk fo rce  S um m it 2008  to  be 

he ld  in M e lb o u rn e  on 28 M arch .

C onference delegates had the o p tio n  o f p a rtic ip a tin g  in 

fifteen d iffe ren t tours, a ll va ry ing  in du ra tion  and departing  

from  the State L ibrary o f V ic to ria . Libraries w e re  selected 

because o f the ir un ique  co llec tio ns , history, innova tions or 

the ir renow n as best p rac tice  sites. Due to  the enthusiastic  

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f the venues, vo lun tee r guides, w i l l in g  staff at 

the State Library o f V ic to ria , and the delegates themselves, 

the tours w ere a great success.

lib ra ry  techn ic ians  and the sector in to  an im age database. 

C ongra tu la tions also to o u r A L IA  L ib ra ry Techn ic ian  o f the 

Year fo r 2007 , Jennifer Dyer, w h o  has m ade an ou ts tand ing  

c o n trib u tio n  to lib ra ry  tech n ic ians  in schools, in NSW  and 

na tiona lly . An energetic  and in sp ira tion a l person, Jennifer 

tru ly  deserves her rew ard and reco gn ition .

C onference photos are ava ilab le  on F lick r and the  papers 

are accessib le v ia  the A L IA  w ebs ite  h t t p : / / w w w . a l i a . o r g . 
a u /c o n f e r e n c e s /n l i t c .2 0 0 7 . h t m l
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A nne  B eaum ont from  the State L ibrary o f V ic to ria  opened 

the con fe rence  w ith  a keynote  address, focus ing  on the 

massive changes she has observed since q u a lif in g  in the 

1960s and the necessity fo r LIS w orkers to  focus on user 

needs. She discussed the need to p lay w ith  blogs, w ik is  

and em erg ing techno log ies  in o rde r to connec t w ith  others. 

There w ere m any th o ugh t p ro vok ing  and s tim u la ting  

presenta tions ove r the fo llo w in g  days, w ith  a focus on 

cho ice  fo r users and a conscious shift from  the trad ition a l 

and trusted lib ra ry  program s o f the past.

Retail consu ltan t Kevin H ennah spoke passionate ly on 

'm a k in g  over' physica l spaces, a ttracting new  custom ers 

and engaging w ith  ex is ting users. A po pu la r speaker, Kevin 

stressed that there are m any th ings lib raries can do to 

m arket themselves, such as b rand ing  -  using v is ib le , clear, 

exte rna l signage, m ax im isa tio n  o f space and strategic 

p lacem en t o f displays.

Friday afternoon invo lved  the presenting o f awards w ith  

c los ing  remarks from  the con fe rence  convenor, from  A LIA  

V ice-P residen t D erek W h iteh ea d , and a presenta tion from  

the SA organ is ing  com m ittee  fo r the next A LIA  N a tiona l 

L ibrary & In fo rm a tion  T echn ic ians C onference 'Technology 

Techn ique U n iq u e  A de la ide  09 '.

Thanks go to the hard w o rk in g  o rgan is ing com m ittee  fo r a 

sp lend id  and successful con fe rence . V a luab le  and positive  

feedback from  speakers and delegates abou t the depth, 

varie ty  and va lue o f presenta tions has been received.

I w ish D unn and W ilson  study grant rec ip ien t, Rebecca 

Evans, every success fo r her p ro je c t Preserving our past 
to educate our future w h ic h  aims to iden tify , co lla te  

and cata logue photographs and o ther in fo rm a tio n  about
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