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It's been a bit w et in Q LD

A deluge of rain caused extensive flooding in Queensland earlier this year.
Flood areas spread from the southern and western borders, to the northern Gulf
and Cape region and includingTownsville and Rockhampton on the east coast.
In total, 2500 people were evacuated and the region was declared a natural
disaster zone. The Department of Communities has received more than 1700
applications for financial assistance and in excess of one million dollars in
emergency assistance payments has already been distributed.

Typically, Queenslanders pulled together to get communities back to normal as
fast as possible. Some public library staff were seconded by their local councils
to help with emergency work - a far cry from their usual routines.

However, the news is not all doom and gloom. No damage to library buildings
or book stock has been reported to the State Library and, luckily libraries in the
worst hit areas including Emerald and Charleville were not directly threatened
by rising flood levels.

After years of drought, most Queensland residents are happy to tell you the
current capacity of their local water supplies. Many dams are now overflowing
with Brisbane dam levels reaching 35% capacity— something to celebrate after
months of level 6 water restrictions.

Council libraries have been an ideal place
to escape from the rain, the humidity and the
sandflies with some libraries enjoying a surge
of membership applications and borrowing
statistics.

The worst is now over and the clean up of homes
and businesses is well underway.

Claudia Davies
ALIA Local Liaison Officer, Queensland
claudia.davies@ alia.org.au
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Additional features and options
for SirsiDynix Symphony in 2007
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The Education and Workforce
Summit will be held on Friday 28
March 2008 at the State Library
of Victoria. It will be informed
by critical issues in library and
information education and

in the library workforce. All
ALIA members and groups are
invited to make submissions and
comments to the Summit and
view the background papers.
Papers not marked confidential
will be made available on the
Summit website.

An open forum will be held on
the 27th March at the Village
Roadshow Theatrette, State
Library of Victoria for those
interested in a pre-summit
discussion.

http://Iwww .alia.org.au/
education/summit08

ASirsiDynix

Symphony

e Optional Web-based staff clients supporting key
circulation, cataloging, inventory and reporting
functions - based on analysis of K-12 students

e Spell checkerin EPS user experience portal

e E-Vance calendar support in EPS

e Enhanced Unicode CJK browse search options
e Enhanced support for display and printing of

right-to-left based scripts

e ‘Group pattem card” for family and proxy
situations

e Credits on user records for enhanced
e-commerce

*  ‘Books by Mail” option that allows authorised
users to have materials delivered to home/office

e Web Reporter ad hoc reporting tool option
embedded and full Oracle sites

e Muliti-tiered holdings display for consortia in EPS

e Unlimited, group-based hold parameters for hold
fill by geometrical or political factors
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