
C o m m u n i t y  partnership on 
the G o l d  C o a s t

Read and grow strategy
The research lite ra tu re  across m any d isc ip lines  irre fu tab ly  

advocates the benefits o f parents engaging w ith  the ir ch ild ren  in 

s to ry te llin g  and book  re lated ac tiv ities . The benefits are many, 

rang ing from  enhanced e m o tio n a l engagem ent, to  im proved 

ora l language and voca bu la ry  deve lopm e n t as w e ll as positive  

school or lite racy ou tcom es.

W ith  these facts in m in d  the L ife lin e  N orthern  G o ld  Coast 

C o m m un ities  fo r C h ild ren  (C4C) In itia tive  (funded by FACSIA - 

Stronger Fam ilies and C o m m un ities  Strategy) engaged the he lp  

o f a Speech Language Pathologist (SLP) and Early C h ild h o o d  

teachers to  deve lop  the Read and Grow program  for parent 

based c o m m u n ity  hubs and c h ild  care centres across the 

g ro w in g  suburbs o f the N o rthe rn  G o ld  Coast.

The program  provides in te rac tive  and engaging s to ry te llin g  

sessions fo r parents and th e ir young  ch ild re n  w ith  fo llo w  up 

activ ities  on a w e ek ly  basis over a fou r to  six w eek period. It 

offers an o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ode l successful approaches to  story 

te llin g  and read ing to parents and th e ir young ch ild re n . It also 

incorporates c rit ica l em ergent language and lite racy strategies 

that ensure the experience  is en jo yab le  and educa tiona l.
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Nominations are now being called for the following 
research awards of the Australian Library and 
Information Association:

• Study Grant Award

• YBP/Lindsay & Croft Research 
Award For Collection Services

• Twila Ann Janssen Herr 
Research Award For Disability 
Services

Nomination forms and further information:
http://www.alia.org.au/awards/

ALIA National Office 
P0 Box 6335, Kingston 2604 

awards@alia.org.au 02 6215 8222

N o m i n a t i o n s  c l o s e  2  J u n e  2 0 0 8

In 2006  the G o ld  Coast C ity  C o u n c il (CCCC) lib ra ry  service 

was approached to  becom e a c o m m u n ity  partner w ith  the 

C4C p ro jec t. The a im  o f th is  pa rtnersh ip  was to support lite racy 

skills  and raise the p ro file  o f the lib ra ry  services to a g ro w in g  

region o f young  fam ilies.

The Read and Grow p rogram 's strength lies in its a b ility  

to  be de live red  by fac ilita to rs  w ith  a varie ty o f tra in in g  and 

em p lo ym e n t backgrounds w ith in  a strong research fram ew ork  

and the structure  o f the program  enables fac ilita to rs  to support 

parents and young ch ild re n  (target age 3-5 years) across a range 

o f sk ills  c r it ic a l fo r the d e ve lopm e n t o f em ergent literacy.

K a r y n  Jo h n s  k jsp e e c h @ b ig p o n d .c o m  o r  
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National Simultaneous Storytime 2008 
Wednesday, 21 May 2008 at 11:00am

W e are th r ille d  to  announce  

tha t Arthur by Am anda 

G raham  and illus tra ted  by 

D onna G yne ll, is th is year's 

N a t io n a l  S im u l t a n e o u s  

S torytim e book! Te lling  the 

story o f A rthu r the dog and 

his quest to  fin d  a fam ily , the 

bo ok  w on the UK C h ild ren 's  

Federation Aw ard in 1985 

and was shortlis ted fo r the 

CBC Awards.

N a tion a l S im u ltaneous S torytim e (NSS) is a 

w o n d e rfu l o p p o rtu n ity  to  p rom ote  you r lib rary; 

h ig h lig h tin g  the va lue  o f reading and lite racy and 

the va lue o f books w h ile  encourag ing  storytim e 

ac tiv ities  in p u b lic  lib ra ries  around the country.

Inv ite  you r loca l ce le b rity  or p o lit ic ia n  to read a loud 

at you r library.

Dress-up, or organ ise a them ed party! The op tions 

are o n ly  lim ite d  to you r im ag ina tion !

R e g is tr a t io n  a v a ila b le  o n l in e

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  on N a tiona l S im ultaneous 

S torytim e, v is it h t t p : / /w w w .a l ia .o r g .a u /a d v o c a c y /  
s t o r y t i m e / 2 0 0 8 /
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