
e - l e a r n i n g  and 2 3  things -  
the East G i p p s l a n d  way
In 2007 , East G ipps land  Shire L ib ra ry and C o m m u n ity  C o llege 

East G ipp s la nd  jo in e d  resources to co n d u c t a c o m m u n ity  

engagem ent e -lea rn in g  p ro je c t e n titled  'B u ild in g  O n lin e  

C om m un ities  in East G ipp s la nd '. O ne  o f six pro jects funded 

th rough the A ustra lian  F lex ib le  Learn ing Fram ew ork, the 

C o m m u n ity  Engagement Program fo rm ed part o f the na tiona l 

tra in in g  system's e -lea rn ing  strategy.

O ften  rura l students find  tha t access to  learn ing  and 

in fo rm a tio n  invo lves a costly  and long journey. This p ro je c t 

p rov ides resources fo r East G ipp s la nd  residents to  learn and 

use o n lin e  te ch n o lo g y  fo r socia l c o m m u n ica tio n , educa tion  

and tra in in g  in th e ir ow n  loca l area.

P ro je c t in d u c t io n  d a y  -  B a irn s d a le

C o m m u n ity  leaders D enece S ippo, from  East G ipps land  Shire 

L ibrary and Jan Roberts,of C o m m u n ity  C o llege  East 

G ipps land , took advantage o f im p ro v in g  reg iona l in te rne t 

services to  lin k  the Library, C o m m u n ity  C o llege , 

ne ig hbo u rh oo d  houses and c o m m u n ity  centres across the 

Shire. P ro ject d e live ry  focused on b u ild in g  the sk ills  o f staff 

and vo lun teers  in ne ig hbo u rh oo d  houses and co m m u n ity  

centres w ith  a tra in  the tra in e r m ode l deve loped to  aid in 

de live ry  and fa c ilita t io n  o f e -lea rn in g  o p po rtu n itie s , lib ra ry  

resources and o the r in fo rm a tio n . H o w  to  in tro du ce  the 

c o m m u n ity  to  the op tions ava ilab le  was the first hu rd le  to  

negotiate. W h ic h  is w here  W eb 2.0  cam e in to  play.

Helen B low ers Learning 2.0 program for library staff was 

used as a ve h ic le  fo r learn ing . C onsisting o f 23 Things (or 

small exercises) tha t you can do  on the w eb, the program  

encourages peop le  to  take c o n tro l o f th e ir ow n  learn ing  

th rough e xp lo ra tio n  and play, b e com ing  fa m ilia r  w ith  W eb

2.0 too ls  such as blogs, w ik is , f lick r, and podcasts.

The second phase o f the p ro je c t in c lu d e d  the fa c ilita t io n  

o f three o n lin e  e -lea rn ing  sessions using LiveC lassroom . 

Presented from  o ffices in B a irnsdale to  pa rtic ipan ts  across 

East G ipps land , all sessions w ere  w e ll rece ived despite  some 

techn ica l h itches.

In Novem ber, the p ro je c t was showcased at the A ustra lian  

F lex ib le  Learn ing Fram ew ork C onfe rence  in Cairns w here  it 

attracted a great deal o f a tten tion .

The program  has ach ieved  m ost o f w h a t was in tended, and 

has strengthened ex is ting  links w ith in  the w id e r com m un ity .

Explore ou r blogs at h t t p : / / i b l o g . n e t / b o l c e g  or fo r m ore 

in fo rm a tio n  abou t Learn ing 2 .0  v is it h t t p : / / l ib r a r y b y t e s . 
c o m /
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C u l t u r a l  C o n n e c t i o n s  in 
Brisbane l i b r a r i e s

The Cultural Connections in Libraries program  began in 2003 

as a partnersh ip  be tw een Brisbane C ity  C o u n c il L ibrary 

Services and the C reative  C o m m un ities  Team. H ig h lig h tin g  

the new  and em erg ing  refugee and m ig ran t com m un ities , the 

a im  o f the program  has been one o f in c lus ion .

By in it ia tin g  specia l ac tiv ities , the program  is designed to 

increase the v is ib il ity  o f the diverse c u ltu ra l and e th n ic  groups 

in pos itive  ways; s treng then ing  cross-cu ltu ra l connections, 

crea ting  new  re la tionsh ips and ne tw orks w ith in  the w id e r 

com m un ity , c rea ting  a sense o f the loca l lib ra ry  as a safe, 

w e lc o m in g  p lace w h ile  p ro v id in g  a p la tfo rm  fo r a sharing o f 

cultures.

Each p ro je c t focuses on a p a rticu la r c u ltu re  o r a c o m b in a tio n  

o f cu ltu res and takes m on ths o f p la n n in g  as c o m m u n ity  

organ isations and in d iv id u a ls  are in v ited  to assist in the ir 

program 's de ve lopm en t the reby b e com ing  active  pa rtic ipan ts  

in shaping the fina l p ro du c t.

The fo rm u la  used in the tw o  pi lo t pro jects Fabric: the fabric 
of the community and Vietnam: a cultural journey p roved 

successful. This in c lu d e d  displays, w orkshops, m usic, 

dem onstra tions, talks, film s  and a ce leb ra tion  day.

The program s com e w ith  the ir o w n  d is tin c tive  v ib ran cy  as the 

lib ra ry  is transfo rm ed w ith  m annequ ins dressed in cu ltu ra l 

c lo th in g , a rtw o rk  appears on w a lls , and d isp lay  cases becom e 

fille d  w ith  cu ltu ra l artifacts.

Cultural Connections in Libraries con tinues  to  de live r 

op po rtu n itie s  fo r the pe op le  o f Brisbane to  d iscove r a diverse 

m ix  o f cu ltu res from  across the g lobe. The program  d ire c tly  

involves the com m u n ity , supports cap ac ity  b u ild in g  and adds 

va lue and m ean ing  to lib ra ry  services.

By p ro m o tin g  im p roved  c o m m u n ity  re la tions betw een new  

and established com m u n itie s  and using the lib ra ry  as the 

fa c ilita to r o f a safe, w e lc o m in g  and suppo rtive  env ironm en t, 

the program  con tinues  to  co n n e c t and ce leb ra te  the diverse 

com m u n itie s  o f Brisbane. Soon there  w i l l  be a ce leb ra tion  o f 

Ind igenous C u ltu re  tak in g  p lace  in Brisbane Square Library in 

the heart o f the city.
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