
Community engagement
T

R e c o n n e c t i n g

through a r t

C o m m u n ity  engagem ent is the key 

to  p u b lic  lib ra ries  fu n c tio n in g  as 

c o m m u n ity  centres.

That's the p h ilo so p h y  at V ic to r ia 's  Yarra 

P lenty Regional L ibrary (YPRL). Situated 

in M e lb o u rn e 's  no rthern  suburbs, the 

lib ra ry  aim s to  p ro v id e  access by be ing 

inc lus ive , e m p o w e rin g  the com m u n ity , 

p ro m o tin g  w e llb e in g  and c rea ting  

o p p o rtu n itie s  to  connect. The O u treach  

D epartm ent, created in 2005 , bu ilds  

re la tionsh ips w ith  loca l o rgan isations 

as part o f the larger com m u n ity .

W hen  the chance  to be part o f a 

c o m m u n ity  art p ro je c t em erged in ea rly  

2006 , YPRL leapt to  the cha llenge . 18 

m onths later, it has b ro ug h t toge ther 

peop le  from  several c o m m u n ity  services 

in c lu d in g  YPRL, N EAM I (co m m u n ity  

m enta l health re h a b ilita tio n  and support 

service p ro v id e r funded by the  state 

governm ent) and the C ity  o f W h ittlesea  

w h ile  e n jo y in g  the support o f loca l MP 

L ily  D 'A m b ro s io .

N EAM I W hittlesea 's  C o m m u n ity  

R e ha b ilita tion  and Support W orker, 

M arissa N icho ls , in i t ia l ly  approached 

YPRL, seeking support fo r a co m m u n ity  

art m ura l. YPRL O utreach M anager, Jane 

G race, w o rked  w ith  M arissa on a grant

P a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a r t  p r o je c t

a p p lic a tio n  w h ich  was subsequently 

successful. MP L ily  D 'A m b ro s io  and 

N EAM I W hittlesea  topped up the 

fun d in g , and fo llo w in g  the ap po in tm en t 

o f P ro ject C o -o rd ina to r Suzi D uncan, 

the  in ita tive  began.

The o rig in a l m ural con cep t was 

created by p ro je c t pa rtic ip an t A m anda. 

Featuring nearly 25 m osaic tile  

bu tte rflies  em erg ing from  the pages o f

a book, the design reflects the cu ltu ra l 

d ive rs ity  and in c lus ion  o f a ll peop le  in 

the W h ittle se a  com m un ity .

"A rt is an inva lu ab le  fo rm  o f expression, 

a c rea tive  o u tle t fo r peop le  w h o  may 

no t be co n fid e n t to  speak o r w rite  the ir 

fee lings", says p ro je c t c o -o rd in a to r Suzi 

D uncan . "The p ro je c t is an exam ple  to 

loca l and ne ig h b o u rin g  com m un ities , 

that pe op le  w h o  have experienced 

m enta l illness are ab le  to ach ieve 

som e th ing  s ign ifican t."

There is a w o n d e rfu l sense o f exc item en t 

am ongst the artists and the lib ra ry  service 

as the m uch an tic ip a ted  end p ro du c t is 

m ade ready to  hang in the La lor L ibrary 

fo r the c o m m u n ity  to  enjoy.

For YPRL, the p ro je c t has created an 

o p p o rtu n ity  to  co n tin u e  m ean ing fu l, 

long  term  co lla b o ra tio n s  w ith  a ll those 

in vo lved . The artists w i l l  leave the 

p ro je c t w ith  renew ed con fide nce , skills 

and awareness p ro v id in g  the means to 

con ne c t to  one another, w h ile  m aking 

a pa thw ay in to  the c o m m u n ity  and the 

lib ra ry  service.

C h r is t in e  D e n is  
c d e n is @ y p r l.v ic .g o v .a u

T r a v e l l i n g  t o  E u r o p e  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k ?

TFP L  a re  lead in g  re c ru itm e n t sp ec ia lis ts  in lib ra ry , in fo rm a tio n , 

k n o w le d g e , w e b  c o n te n t an d  records m a n a g e m e n t
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