
D irectline
Engaging w ith  yo u r c o m m u n ity

Libraries are an integral part o f co m m u n itie s  and 

lib ra ry  staff a round the cou n try  engage in un ique  

and va lua b le  ways. The feature stories o f this 

issue look at the num erous ways that lib raries 

are w o rk in g  w ith  the ir com m u n itie s  to o ffe r a 

w id e n in g  range o f services and events and in 

turn  e m p ow erin g  those that they serve.

D e fin in g  the term  'c o m m u n ity  engagem ent' 

opens the doors to  m any in te rpre ta tions. The 

idea o f w h a t o r w h o  makes a c o m m u n ity  can 

vary, so to o  the level to  w h ich  the engagem ent 

is encouraged and ach ieved. W h ile  d e fin in g  the 

them e o f th is  m onth 's inCite d iffe rs in m any o f 

the artic les, the end result is the sam e ...it 's  abou t 

in te rac tion , c o m m u n ica tio n  and invo lvem en t.

2008 ALIA e lec tions
As a mem ber, you have the a b ility  to  shape you r 

A ssoc ia tion  by vo ting  in A LIA  e lections. This year 

the G ove rnance  Standing C om m ittee  o f the Board 

recom m ended  asking candidates run n ing  for 

Board o f D irec to rs  and V ice -p res iden t (P resident

e lect) a num ber o f ad d itio n a l questions in o rder 

to  fa m ilia rise  ALIA  m em bers w ith  the candidates 

ru n n in g  fo r positions o f o ffice . Each cand ida te  

has been asked to respond to  a series o f questions 

and the  rep lies have been posted to  the cand ida te  

w ebpage h t t p : / /w w w .a l ia .o r g .a u /g o v e r n a n c e /  
e le c t  io n s /2 0 0 8 /b o a r c l /c a n d id a t e s

ALIA  con ferences
Engage w ith  the A LIA  c o m m u n ity  and w ith  the 

lib ra ry  and in fo rm a tio n  sector by a ttend ing  an 

A LIA  con ference. Listen to keynote  speakers 

in fo rm  and debate cu rren t issues. Talk to  vendors 

at trade  booths. N e tw o rk in g  o p po rtu n itie s  

p ro v id e d  by a ttend ing  a con fe rence  are often 

a h igh  p o in t and pu tting  a nam e to  a face is a 

great bene fit w hen w o rk in g  in the industry. 

Sharing w ith  likem in de d  peop le , the practica l 

experiences and hurdles encounte red , is 

also o f great bene fit to w orkers in ou r sector. 

h t t p : / / w w w . a l i a . o r g . a u / c o n f e r e n c e s / 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9

ALIA  G roups
If yo u  w o u ld  like  to engage w ith  you r A ssocia tion 

at a grassroots level, consider be com ing  invo lved  

in o n e  o f ALIA's m any groups. There are 50 

d iffe re n t groups and they vary in size and scope; 

the re  may be m ore than one g roup  that is o f 

in te rest to  you. W h y  get involved? You can 

d e ve lo p  m any transferable sk ills  and experience , 

such as in m arketing, events m anagem ent, 

p u b lic  speaking, com m ittee  w o rk , budgeting  

and strategic p lann ing . G e tting  to  kno w  lib ra ry  

w o rke rs  in you r local area is en jo yab le  and is 

use fu l in p ractica l ways by keep ing you up to 

date w ith  tech no log ica l deve lopm ents, new

products etc. H o w  to  get started? C ontact you r 

Local L iaison O ffic e r or the g roup con ven o r or 

go a long  to an in fo rm a l event first rather than 

a m ore fo rm a l m eeting. G roup  pages are at 

h t t p : / /w w w .a l ia .o r g .a u /g r o u p s

ALIA cam pa igns
Prom ote the trem endous c o n trib u tio n  that 

lib raries make to ou r com m u n itie s  by suppo rting  

ALIA's p u b lic  cam paigns. L ibrary and In fo rm a tion  

W eek (LIW ) is from  19-25 May. This year's them e, 

'L ib ra ries are fo r everyone ', is an app ro p ria te  

message that re inforces the im portance  o f 

co m m u n ity  engagem ent and in c lus ion . N a tiona l 

S im ultaneous S torytim e (NSS) w i ll be he ld  this 

year d u rin g  LIW  and features the cha rm ing  book, 

Arthur by A m anda G raham . NSS is a w o n d e rfu l 

occasion fo r em phasis ing ou r co m m itm e n t to  

literacy, reading and books, and fo r p ro m o tin g  

sto ry tim e activ ities  in p u b lic  libraries. Encourage 

your lib ra ry  users to  engage m ore w ith  you 

and yo u r lib ra ry  by using these cam paigns as 

p ro m o tio n a l too ls.

The E duca tion  and W o rk fo rce  S u m m it 2008
Prior to  the com m encem ent o f the Education and 

W ork fo rce  S um m it 2008 , interested pa rtic ipan ts  

are in v ited  to  attend a p re -sum m it d iscussion. 

The open fo rum  w il l  be he ld on the 27 th  M arch  

at the V illag e  R oadshow Theatrette, State L ibra ry 

o f V ic to ria . The sum m it w i ll be focus ing  on the 

c rit ica l issues a ffec ting  lib ra ry  and in fo rm a tio n  

educa tion  and the lib ra ry  w o rk fo rce  and all 

ALIA  m em bers and groups are in v ited  to 

m ake subm issions by 12th M arch 2008 . M ore  

in fo rm a tio n  is ava ilab le  at h t t p : / /w w w '.a l ia .o r g . 
a u /e d u c a t io n /s u m m i t 0 8

ALIA Board election ballot 
papers are in this issue of 
inCite. Ballot papers must 
reach ALIA National Office 
in Canberra by 5pm AEST, 
Wednesday 9th April 2008. 
For all enquiries, please email 
helen.wheeldon@alia.org.au or 
phone 1800 020 071.
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Sue Hutley
ALIA Executive Director 
sue.hutley@alia.org.au

A L I A  A s s i s t a n t  

D i r e c t o r s

Jane Hardy 
Assistant Director 
Strategy & Advocacy 
02 6215 8235 
jane.hardy@alia.org.au

Robyn E l l a r d ..........................
Assistant Director 
Member Services 
02 6215 8250 
robyn.ellard@alia.org.au

Peter Heffernan 
Assistant Director 
Business Support 
02 6215 8220 
peter.heffernan@alia.org.au

L o c a l  L i a i s o n  

O f f i c e r s

LLOs are ALIA representatives in 
each state/territory. Their duties 
include being a point of contact 
for members and non-members.

ACT: Robyn El lard 
ph 02 6215 8250 
robyn.ellard@alia.org.au

NSW: Niki Kallenberger 
ph 0408 818 028 
niki.kallenberger@alia.org.au

NT: Jayshree Mamtora 
ph 0416 366 634 
jayshree.mamtora@alia.org.au

QLD: Claudia Davies 
ph 0407 964 967 
claudia.davies@alia.org.au

SA: Jeannine Hooper 
ph 0437 167 050 
jeannine. hooper@alia.org.au

TAS: Vacant

VIC: Margie Anderson 
ph 03 9315 1090 
margie.anderson@alia.org.au

WA: Natarsha Larment 
ph 0448 881 630 
natarsha.larment@alia.org.au
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