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Frontline
A u s tra lia  2020
W ith  the new  federal governm ent com es a quest 

fo r new  p o lic y  ideas and co m m u n ity  engagem ent. 

The Prim e M in is te r announced tha t the 'Austra lia  

2 0 2 0 ' sum m it w ill be held on 19 and 20 A p ril 

20 08  and the media release o u tlin in g  the  purpose 

and key issues is ava ilab le  at h t t p : / / w w w . 
a u s t r a l ia 2020 .g o v .a u /n e w s / in d e x .c fm

In sum m ary:
"T h e  S u m m it  a im s  to  b r in g  to g e th e r  s o m e  o f  th e  
b e s t a n d  b r ig h te s t  b ra in s  f r o m  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n t r y  
to  t a c k le  th e  lo n g  te rm  c h a l le n g e s  c o n f r o n t in g  
A u s t r a l ia 's  f u tu re  -  c h a lle n g e s  w h ic h  r e q u ir e  lo n g ­
te rm  re s p o n s e s  f r o m  th e  n a t io n  b e y o n d  th e  u s u a l 
th re e  y e a r  e le c to ra l c y c le . "

A LIA  considers that it is very im p o rta n t to  have 

the LIS profession represented. The key area 

re levant to  libraries is e co n o m ic  in frastructure , 

the d ig ita l econom y and the fu tu re  o f ou r cities. 

A  subm iss ion is being prepared in co n ju n c tio n  

w ith  o the r lib ra ry  associations and w i l l  be jo in t ly  

presented by ALIA  and P ub lic  L ibraries A ustra lia . 

ALIA's advocacy for p u b lic  access to in fo rm a tio n  

and lib ra ry  services fits w ith in  th is top ic .

L ite racy  -  th e  g rea te s t A u s tra lia n  
ch a lle n g e

In January, three m a jo r reports w e re  released 

tha t cast a less than positive  ligh t on Austra lia 's 

preparedness to pa rtic ipa te  in the g loba l d ig ita l 

econom y. Bypassing strategies such as the  na tiona l 

b roadband  ro ll ou t and the crea tion  o f d ig ita l 

businesses and governm ent, these reports focused 

on the basic lite racy sk ill levels o f Austra lians, 

thus lim it in g  the nations a b ility  to  engage w ith  the 

d ig ita l econom v and the w o rld  o f p rin t.

O ve ra ll lite racy in Austra lia  is not to  the standard 

o f o ther developed countries, in January the 

A ustra lian  Bureau o f Statistics released the ir report 

Adult literacy and life skills survey, p u b lic a tio n  

num ber 4228.0 . The p u b lic a tio n  con ta ins  the 

results o f the 2006 Adult literacy and life skills 
survey, cove ring  the dom ains o f prose literacy, 

do cum e n t literacy, num eracy and p ro b lem  so lv ing  

o f 1 5 to  74 year olds.

Level 3 is the 'm in im u m  requ ired  fo r in d iv id u a ls  

to  m eet the com p lex dem ands o f everyday life  

and w o rk  in the em erging know ledge-based 

e co n o m y '. O vera ll a lm ost ha lf o f the A ustra lian  

p o p u la tio n , app rox im a te ly  7 m illio n , fa ile d  to 

ach ieve level 3 or h igher in prose and do cum e n t 

lite racy; considered to be c r it ica l sk ills  for using 

the in te rne t and o ther day to  day m ateria ls  such 

as newspapers and forms.

The results for school students are som ew hat 

m ore prom is ing . The P rod uc tiv ity  C om m issions 

Report on governm ent services 2 0 0 8 1 fo u n d  that 

9 1 .1 -9 4 .3  per cent o f assessed year 3 students 

ach ieved the reading benchm ark in 2005 w h ile

8 5 .7 -8 9 .3  per cen t o f year 5 students and 8 9 -

90 .6  per cen t o f year 7 students ach ieved the 

benchm ark. H ow ever, fo r ind igenous students, 

the  lite racy rate was s ig n ifica n tly  low er w h ich  can 

o n ly  be w o rry in g  fo r the fu tu re  o f the na tion .

W h a t does th is  a ll mean? C om m enta to r liana 

Snyder- has c rit ic ise d  newspapers, p a rticu la rly  

The Australian, fo r m isrepresenting the nation 's 

lite racy and "w h a t goes on in c lassroom s". But 

lite racy  is an issue w ith  a broader set o f in fluences 

than just schoo l educa tion . Parents, lib ra ries and 

com m u n itie s  p lay  key roles in deve lop ing  lite racy 

in young Austra lians, p a rticu la rly  p rio r to  starting 

school.

A ustra lians are supported in the ir de ve lopm en t o f 

lite racy/read ing , educa tion , business, c o m m u n ity  

and d ig ita l access through a ne tw o rk  o f 

ap p ro x im a te ly  1522 p u b lic  lib ra ry  service poin ts. 

Austra lians use these libraries heavily, m ak ing  over 

108 m illio n  v is its in 2005 -06 ; an average o f five 

vis its per head o f po pu la tio n . Usage o f lib raries 

has con tinu ed  to  increase w ith  1 78 m illio n  items 

be ing  lent to  9 .9 m illio n  mem bers o f Austra lia 's 

p u b lic  libraries.

In 2008  lib ra ry  program s in c lu d e  'rhym e tim e ' or 

'baby  bo un ce ' sessions that b u ild  lite racy through 

rhythm  and song skills. M any lib raries have 

reading, socia l and book c lu b  groups tha t engage 

the younger generation in reading and literacy.

Better in te rne t access through a new  na tional 

b roadband ne tw o rk  and com puters in schools 

w i l l  im prove  access to in fo rm a tio n ; how ever it 

rem em ber tha t in fo rm a tio n  on the in te rne t is o f 

va riab le  q u a lity  and re liab ility . A ustra lian  libraries 

have selected q u a lity  e lec tron ic  resources covering 

general reference ( in c lu d in g  encyc loped ia ), 

A ustra lian  news and business in fo rm a tio n  and 

health in fo rm a tio n  through a na tiona l consortium , 

E lectron ic  Resources A ustra lia  (ERA). Funding 

to  ensure tha t a ll lib raries have access to  such a 

resource is param ount.

A ustra lian  lite racy levels are not som eth ing  o f 

w h ic h  w e shou ld  be proud . N a tion a l debate 

shou ld  go beyond learn ing at school and 

encom pass business, co m m u n ity  and libraries; 

recogn is ing  tha t im provem ents can o n ly  be made 

if the w id e r c o m m u n ity  is invo lved.

r< r  * r
W e are a ll saddened by the passing o f Harrison 

Bryan A O  M A  H on LLD FASSA FLAA, an em inent 

A ustra lian  lib ra rian . An o b itua ry  w i ll be in the 

next issue o f ind te  and a special fea tu re  in the 

Australian Library /ournal (ALI).

/ .  h t t p : / / w w w .p c .g o v . a u /g s p / r e p o r t s / r o g s /2 0 0 8  
2 . S n y d e r ,  I (2 0 0 8 )  T he  l i t e r a c y  w a rs ,  S y d n e y , A l le n  a n d  

U n w in .
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