
iZone a t  Curtin o p e n e d

W h e n  th e  iZ o n e  at C u rt in  U n iv e rs it y  L ib ra ry  o f f ic ia l ly  o p e n e d  

on 2 9  O c to b e r  2 0 0 8 , C u rt in 's  V ic e - C h a n c e l lo r  P ro fe sso r 

Je a n e tte  H a c k e t  sa id :

N o t lo n g  ag o , it w a s  im a g in e d  th a t lib ra ry  b u ild in g s  

w o u ld  b e c o m e  ir re le v a n t  -  that a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  

th at p e o p le  n e e d e d  w o u ld  be  p ro v id e d  d ig ita l ly  an d  

th a t v is it in g  a p h y s ic a l lib ra ry  w o u ld  b e c o m e  a th in g  

o f  th e  p a st. T h is  has not h a p p e n e d . In fa c t , n e w  lib ra ry  

sp a c e s  lik e  th e  iZ o n e  a re  b u rg e o n in g .

S tu d e n t le a rn in g  to d ay  is in te ra c t iv e  an d  s o c ia l ,  an d  

le a rn in g  sp a c e s  sh o u ld  a d d re ss  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r 

th at in fo rm a t io n  f lo w  to o c c u r  n a tu ra lly . T h e  iZ o n e  

p ro v id e s  stu d e n ts  w ith  a w a rm , in v it in g  e n v iro n m e n t  

in w h ic h  to m eet p h y s ic a lly  a n d  th e  te c h n o lo g ie s  th e y  

n eed  t o c o m m u n ic a te w ith  lo c a l an d  g lo b a l c o lle a g u e s .

It is d e s ig n e d  fo r m u lt i- fu n c t io n a l a c t iv it ie s  w h ic h  

a l lo w  fo r c o n n e c t io n  w ith  o th e r s tu d e n ts  fro m  th e ir  

o w n  d is c ip l in e s  an d  se re n d ip ito u s  le a rn in g th ro u g h  th e  

p ro x im ity  o f s tu d en ts  fro m  o th e r d is c ip l in e s , o th e rw is e  

k n o w n  as th e  'w is d o m  o f th e  c ro w d s '.

T h e  p o p u la r ity  o f iZ o n e  s in c e  its o p e n in g  is a te s ta m e n t to 

its p e rc e iv e d  u se fu ln e ss  by  s tu d en ts  a n d  a g ood  in d ic a to r  o f 

its s u c c e s s  as a sp a c e  to e n c o u ra g e  an  e x c it in g  a n d  fu lf i l le d  

stu d e n t e x p e r ie n c e .
Lesley Budrovich 

Curtin University Library  
L.Budrovich@curtin.edu.au

Note: The Editor apologises for using the incorrect date o f the iZone opening in 
the November issue o f inCite.
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