
2008 South Australian Library A ch iever of the Year
Think big, put it out there and be bold enough to believe it

Ian Hildebrand, Manager of Mount Barker Community Library, 
was named the 2008 South Australian Library Achiever of 
the Year at an award ceremony at the State Library of South 
Australia on Tuesday 5th August 2008. This annual award is 
organised by the ALIA SA Croup of the Australian Library and 
Information Association (ALIA).

Ian's prize included an inscribed plaque and $500 cash 
and was very proudly sponsored by RAECO. National 
Sales Manager Trevor McCann said, "we all appreciate and 
acknowledge the importance and responsibility that beholds 
those who dare to be different".

Ian was nominated for innovative program development and 
creation of local business and community links for Mount 
Barker Community Library. ALIA SA Group co-convenor 
Benita Wheeler said Ian demonstrated dedication to the 
advancement of libraries, creative approaches to marketing, 
and successful collaborative ventures.

"His award is richly deserved and he has done himself, his 
library and community, and the public library sector proud", 
said Geoff Strempel, Associate Director of Public Library 
Services, State Library of South Australia.

The presentation evening was also sponsored by 3M Library 
Systems, Ex-Libris and Public Libraries South Australia.

In the past five years, under the leadership of Ian, Mount 
Barker Community Library has positioned itself as the heart

of the community. Over this period the number of people 
visiting the library has increased by 60%.

Ian has developed partnerships with a variety of local and 
statewide organisations including booksellers and publishers, 
TAFESA Wallis Cinemas, Dominos Pizza and Monarto Zoo. 
He has used the media very effectively to promote the library 
and its services. His innovation in children's programming 
has resulted in a 500% increase in participation levels in the 
past three years.

"What an exciting time to be working in libraries", Ian said. 
"In my career in libraries I have been very fortunate to have 
played a part in two revolutions: the technology revolution of 
bringing in and making information technology mainstream 
elements of a modern library service and now the Library 3.0 
revolution where our focus returns to the people involved in 
making a library come to life including staff and the many 
people who make up the varied and diverse communities in 
a region".

Ian was nominated by Rebecca Jeffree, Senior Librarian 
at Mount Barker Community Library, who felt that under 
Ian's leadership, staff now focus on believing they can do 
something and then go about doing it. "We go for what we 
want and then work out how we are going to achieve it", she 
said.

Benita W heeler  
Co-convenor, A L IA  SA  

w heeb @ cttg.sa.go v.au

Did you know...?

You can use Libraries Australia to keep up with 
new publications.

Using Alerts you can:

• Identify new items for your library to acquire

• Find what’s new in your area of interest

• Provide your patrons with a value-added service

Alerts are easy to set up and available at no extra cost 

through your annual subscription.

For more information: ph I 800 026 I 55
or email librariesaustralia@nla.gov.au
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