
R e p o r t  o n  t h e  

C e r t i f i c a t e  II l i b r a r y  

t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e ,  D i l i ,  

E a s t  T i m o r
T h e  f irs t c e r t if ic a te  based  lib ra ry  tra in in g  c o u rse  has been  

co m p le te d  in D i l i ,  East T im o r . Fifteen studen ts from  seve ra l 

d is tr ic ts  in c lu d in g  B a u c a u , Lo lo to e , A u tu ro  Is la n d , an d  D il i  

started  c la sse s  at the D i li Institu te  o f T e ch n o lo g y  (D IT ) B a iro  

P ite  cam p u s in Feb ru ary  2 0 0 6 .

H a lf  o f th e  t ra in in g  w a s  c o m p le te d  w h e n , in A p r i l 2 0 0 6 , 

teach ing  w as interrupted by the c iv il unrest in D i li . G ra tify in g ly , 

th irteen  o f the o rig in a l fifteen  students w h o  began the co u rse  

com p le ted  it in D ece m b e r 2 0 0 6 . Th e ir com m itm ent to fin ish in g  

the cou rse  w as astounding , as they endured ongoing c iv il unrest 

in D i l i ,  d a ily  p o w e r cu ts , and  the resu lting  stifling  h um id ity  in 

the c la ssro o m !

A s w e ll as te c h n ic a l l ib ra ry  su b je c ts , th e  stu d en ts  s tu d ie d  

Tetun ,(the  lo ca l lingua  fran ca ) Eng lish , and co m p ute r su b jects . 

'B lo c k ' sty le  teach in g  (one w e e k  o f fu ll tim e tra in ing  per m onth 

fo r s ix  m on ths) w a s  a d o p te d , a l lo w in g  stu d en ts  from  m ore  

rem o te  d is tr ic ts  to a ttend  the c o u rse . T h e y  e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  

e m b race d  th e ir  t im e  in D i l i  (p rio r to the d e te rio ra tio n  o f the 

s ituation  a n y h o w !) for ne tw ork in g .

T h e  m ost p o p u la r  a sp e c t o f the co u rse  has been  the o n s ite  

v is its  to o th e r lib ra r ie s . S tuden t v is its  in c lu d e d  the lib ra ry  of 

the N atio n a l U n ive rs ity , Th e  X anana  G u sm a o  R ead ing  R oom , 

and  the F ib ra ry  and  A rc h iv e  o f the Truth  an d  R e c o n c ilia t io n  

C o m m is s io n  (C A V R ) . T h e s e  o n s ite  v is it s  w e re  in v a lu a b le  

fo r stu d e n ts . T h e y  g a in e d  a sen se  o f the  n u m b e r and  typ es 

o f lib ra r ie s  an d  the d iffe re n t se rv ic e s  th e y  p ro v id e  fo r th e ir  

c lie n te le . Th e  en thu sia sm  of the students d u ring  these v is its  in 

term s o f interest leve l and  input w as c e rta in ly  u n lik e  anyth ing  I 

had w itn essed  on s im ila r  lib ra ry  tours in A u stra lia !

O n e  o f the m ost te llin g  co m m e n ts  w as  e xp re sse d  in a f in a l 

report p repared  by the students:

W e  hope that an op p o rtu n ity  lik e  th is w il l  be rea lised  for 

o ther young  T im o rese  to im p ro ve  th e ir kn o w le d g e  and  to 

d eve lo p  T im or-Feste  to be a big nation  in the future and  to 

stop the v io le n c e .

D IT  p la n s  to o ffe r C e r t if ic a te  III and  IV  le v e l co u rse s  in the 

future .

K aren  M yers (k a re n m ye rs1 @ h o tm a il.co m )

L i n k i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h  i d e a s . . .
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Nominations are now being called for the 

following research awards of the Australian 
Library and Information Association

DU NN & W ILSON SCHO LARSH IP
The Dunn & W ilson Scholarship provides the 

recipient/s with an opportunity to undertake 
a particular project of relevance to the role of 

library technicians in the broad library and 
information profession. The scholarship 
proposal can be made by an individual 

financial library technician member or a group 
of financial library technician members.

The Scholarship is a biennial award of up 
to $5,000 and is open to all financial 
Library Technician members of ALIA . 

. . .The Scholarship wilJ be presented.at the
National Library & Information Technicians 

Conference in October 2007.

RAY CHOATE SCHO LARSHIP
The Ray Choate Scholarship is a biennial award 
up to $4000 which w ill enable the recipient to 

investigate a particular aspect of reference or 
information services that w ill lead to improved 
practice in the area. The research topic should 

relate to the Objects of the Association.

Applicants are required to be financial personal 
members of ALIA  with an understanding of and 

experience in provision of reference services.

Nomination forms and further information: 

http://alia.org.au/awards 

awards@alia.org.au 
02 6215 8222

Nominations close 1 June 2007
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