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A L I A W e s t  is r e b o r n

In O ctober 2006 a meeting was called in Perth for those interested 

in the future o f ALIAWest. The tim in g  was deliberate, a im ing to 

cap ita lise  on the renewed enthusiasm  for ALIA  fo llo w in g  the 

successful ALIA  CLICK06 conference held in Perth, com bined 

w ith  a raised awareness o f ALIA due to the forthcom ing proposal 

to amend the constitution.

For a m om ent in time, everyone was ta lk ing about ALIA.

A litt le  background for readers: ALIAW est was form ed in 2001 

after the incorporation o f ALIA. Since its inception, ALIAWest has 

m aintained the Awards established by the W A  Branch Council, 

in tro d u ce d  the  o n lin e  B IBILA ne w s le tte r and he ld  regu la r 

functions to keep people in touch. Its purpose is to co-ordinate 

and com m unica te  professional issues across the large state o f 

W estern A ustra lia  as w e ll as p ro v id e  professional, social and 

netw orking opportunities.

H ow ever over the past few  years, attendance at functions and 

com m ittee numbers have waned, and it was decided that a new 

breath o f life was needed. The State Library o f Western Australia 

hosted the 'ca ll to  arms' and M ich e lle  Brennand from the ALIA 

Board o f D irectors chaired the bra instorm ing session. Discussion 

topics and outcomes are provided below.

A bout 30 people attended, from all sectors and all levels w ith in

is reuorn
the industry, and even though it was late in the week and late in 

the evening the energy was palpable; you could hear it in the loud 

voices and the diverse opinions, you could see it in the brightly 

coloured pages o f w riting  on butcher's paper.

A t the meeting w e also endorsed our new convenor. W armest 

congratulations to Liz Burke, Associate Librarian at the University 

o f W estern Austra lia , w ho  w ill take on the role o f Convenor, 

ALIAWest for 2006/2007, effective from  O ctober 2006.

Since the brainstorm ing session, a new ALIAWest com m ittee has 

formed, tw o  meetings have been held, a schedule of events for 

2007 has been developed and importantly, the new com m ittee 

has held its first fun c tion  to  ensure the m om entum  from  the 

b ra insto rm ing session as w e ll as the conference con tinued  to 

grow.

Over 60 people attended the first function for the new ALIAWest 

com m ittee, w h ich was held to celebrate the end o f the year as 

well as relaunch ALIA West.

The A LIA  W est co m m itte e  has several events p lan ned  fo r 

2007 and is lo ok in g  forw ard to  a year o f renewed v ig ou r for 

the com m ittee as w e ll as increased in teraction, d ia logue and 

professional ne tw o rk ing  fo r the lib ra ry  sector as a w h o le  in 

Western Australia.

ALIAWest committee

What is the role of ALIA West?

• Awards such as; FA Sharr M edal, Fellowships, Special Librarian, 
Silver Pin, Certificates o f Achievem ent and the like

• C om m unication

•  Policy issues for the profession

• Provide a discussion forum  (face to face com m unication), w h ich 
leads to a po in t o f view, which can then be presented to the Board.

• Provide unity o f all sectors; therefore including such organisations as 
ASLA, AISWA, PLA, WASLA, RMAA, ASA, IIM  as w e ll as others.

• CPD; focus ing  on subjects o f interest to  us a ll in c lu d in g  new 
graduates and o lder practitioners

How do we get more people involved?

• Include leaders from  all sectors

• Pre-planned and co-ordinated meeting dates

• Easily accessible venues

• High qua lity  programs inc lud ing tours to regional areas and trying 
to  include regional librarians when they visit Perth

• Specific sector events and try ing  to share costs to enable w ide r 
audience access

• M em bers-only lists (divided op in ion)

• Encourage non-members of ALIA

• Look for people interested in entering the profession

• U tilise  other Listservs 

Where to from here?

• Define the com m ittee roles

• D evise an annual p lan /  ca len da r in c lus ive  o f o the r groups 
activities

• Immediate 'do-ab le ' events

• Training

• Blogs

• Update the in form ation on the ALIA website

• Invite graduates to dinner, industry meeting

Contact details for the new committee
L iz  Burke (U W A ) Convenor 
Iburkefo 'lib rary.uw a.edu.ay 08 6488 2341 

ji ll Benn (U W A ) W ebsite coordinator 
jbenn@ uvva.edu.au 0 8 6 4 8 8  2337

M ich e lle  Brennand (C ity of W anneroo) A LIA  D irector 
M ichelle .Brennand@ w anneroo .w a.gov.au  08  9405 
5 490  , |

Natarsha Larm ent (LLO  - W A) 
Natarsha@ btopenworld .com  08 9472 0072

M arg Lundy (Departm ent o f Health) Treasurer 
M arg .lundy@ health .aw .gov.au 08  9222 4319 

C a ro lyn  M cD onald  (M urdoch University) Com m ittee 
m em ber
c.m cdonaid@ rnurdoch .edu .au  08 9360  6273 

Linda Papa (C ity  of Baysw ater) Com m ittee member 
Linda.papa@ bigpond.com

C a m ille  Peters (Apache Energy Ltd) List ow ner 
Cam ille .peters@ apachecorp .com  08 9422 7253

A lissa  Sputore (B lade D aw son W aldren) Com m ittee 
m em ber
A lissa.Sputore@ bdw .com  08 9.366 8167

A lison Sutherland (State lib ra ry  of W A) Com m ittee 
m em ber
A lison . Sutherland@ slvva.wa.gov.au

A nd w hy not jo in  our e-itst at 
http://www.alia.org .au/alianet/e-iists/
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