
M o u n t  B a r k e r ' s  l i v i n g  l i b r a r y

O n  A ustra lia  D ay  2 0 0 7  the M ount B a rke r C o m m u n ity  L ib ra ry  in ­

vited  residents to bo rrow  a L iv in g  Book from  South A ustra lia 's  first 

L iv in g  Library .

The a im s o f a L iv in g  L ib ra ry  are  to bring  peo p le  into con tact w ith  

som eone they m ight not m eet or a sso cia te  w ith  in th e ir o rd in a ry  

day-to-day life , to b reak d o w n  barrie rs and d isso lve  stereotypes.

Readers of the L iv in g  L ib ra ry  co u ld  ch e ck  out a L iv in g  Book for a 

h a lf-ho ur chat, and  ask q uestions about that person's life .

Som e o f the 'Bo oks ' in the L iv in g  L ib ra ry  w e re  people representing 

groups frequently confronted w ith  pre jud ices and stereotypes. O th ­

ers w e re  South A ustra lian s w ith  in teresting  life  stories to share . 

A ga inst a g lobal backg round  o f fear and  d iv is io n , in M ount Barker 

p eo p le  from  ve ry  d iffe ren t b a ckg ro u nd s had the o p p o rtu n ity  to 

co m e  together and  ta lk , listen  and  learn  and  in so do ing  rea lise  

that w e  have a c tu a lly  got m ore in com m on  w ith  each  o ther than 

our d ifferences.

L iv in g  book titles at the M ount B a rke r L iv in g  L ib ra ry  in c lud ed  old  

p eo p le ; h ipp ies ; a hum an  rights ac tiv is t ; a hum an zo o  pa rtic ipan t 

and  an im a l rights ac tiv is t ; an in d ig enou s w o m a n ; a Jew ish  c o u ­

p le , a M u slim , a C a th o lic  nun , a C h ile a n  refugee, a V ie tn am  w ar 

o rp han  and a w itc h .

A fter a s lo w  start, w h ic h  gave the B ooks tim e  to beco m e com fo rt­

ab le  w ith  th e ir su rro u n d in g s  and  get to k n o w  L ib ra ry  staff and 

other books, a stead y stream  o f R ead ers kept the B ooks a lm ost 

con stan tly  on loan .

Same old story...
o r  n e w  c h a p t e r ?

Deakin University’s postgraduate courses in Writing and 

Literature offer the opportunity to expand your knowledge 

and understanding of literature, as well as develop your own 

writing skills. All our courses are designed to fit study around 

work, family and lifestyle demands. You have the flexibility 

to study on-campus or off-campus via our award-winning 

distance education programs.

Master of Arts {Writing and Literature) 
Graduate Diploma, Graduate Certificate in:

>  P ro fe s s io n a l W r i t in g
>  C h i ld r e n ’s L ite r a tu r e
>  L ite ra ry  S tu d ie s

A p p lic a t io n s  fo r  S e m e s te r  2 , 2007  a re  n o w  o p e n !

F o r  a F re e  In f o r m a t io n  P a c k  c a ll 03 9244 6333 
o r  e m a i l  e n q u ir e @ d e a k in .e d u .a u

www.deakin.edu.au/arts/postgrad
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The difference is Deakin.

A ll books got a good read ing  w ith  at least seven  loans per title . 

Best se lle rs  w e re  the M u slim  (29  lo ans); ind igenous w o m an  (19 

lo ans); w itc h  (18  loans) refugee (15 loans) and V ie tn am ese  w a r 

orphan  (13 loans).

In total, the 16 L iv ing  Books rece ived  152 loans from 58 registered 

readers d uring  the five-hour duration  o f the L iv in g  Library.

Feedback from  Readers and Books w as a ll e x trem e ly  positive  and 

severa l parents used the op portun ity  to in trod u ce  th e ir ch ild re n  

(som e as young as 5 years o ld ) to peo p le  w ith  d ifferent lifesty les, 

be lie fs and cu ltu res so that they m ay grow  up to be m ore to lerant 

than m any in today's society .

A ll Books said  that they w o u ld  h ap p ily  pa rtic ipate  in future L iv in g  

L ib ra r ie s . For those in terested  in o ther L iv in g  L ib ra ry  even ts , or 

cu riou s about their history', L ism ore w as the first Austra lian  library/1

know  of to hold one 

(N o ve m b e r 2 0 0 6 ) . 

B ays id e  in V ic to r ia  

h ave  o n e  p la n n e d  

fo r  L ib ra r y  W e e k  

th is  y e a r  (M o u n t  

Barker's second  one w il l a lso  be held  d uring  L ib ra ry  W eek  2 0 0 7 ) . 

A  L iv in g  L ib rary  w as  held  at the M alm o  festiva l in 2 0 0 5  and they 

have been operating  at youth festiva ls in D e n m ark  s in ce  2 0 0 0 .

Ian  H ildeb rand  

M an ag er L ib rary  S e rv ice s  

M o u nt B a rk e r C o m m u n ity  L ib rary

ALIAppointment

A NEW DIRECTION

FOR VU
MANAGER LEARNING COMMONS

$74,859 - $77,883 per annum, plus 17% employer 
superannuation contribution. This is a full-time, 
continuing appointment.
Play a leading role in new directions at VU. The Learning Commons is 

the future direction of the Library. VU's first Learning Commons 
opened in 2006. Two more facilities will open in 2007 ond you will 
plan a major new facility for 2009.

You will be a great manager with project and financial skills. Your flair for 
developing and implementing new facilities and services will be an asset. 

Please quote reference number 16062G when applying. 

Applications for this position close 4pm Friday 27 April 2007.
Position description and application information is available from: 

W e b s ite : www.vu.edu.au/employment 
P h o n e : 03 9919 4968
Applicants should systematically address the Selection Criteria.

Privacy Policy available on request.
Victoria University is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

www.vu.edu.au
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