
V o l u n t e e r s

in t h e  
S p o t l i g h t

Sue C h ilm an  is cu rren tly  
the D e p u ty  C o nven o r of 
the A L IA  Top End G ro up  
and served  as the G ro up  
Support O ffic e r  in 2 0 0 6 . 
She w as  Secre tary  of the 
L A A  N T  group (as it w as 
kn o w n  then) in 1984 , a 
m em ber of the Com m ittee 
from  1 9 8 3 - 8 4 , and  on 
the organising com m ittee 
(1 9 8 4 -1 9 8 6 ) of the 1986 
A L IA  B iennial Conference, 
held in D arw in .

Why do you enjoy volunteering for the library 
profession?
I firm ly  b e lieve  in the quote 'W e  m ake a 
living by w hat w e  get; w e  m ake a life by w hat 
w e  g ive', and so have a lw ays vo lunteered  
for a w id e  variety of com m unity  groups. By 
vo lunteering  for the lib rary  profession I am 
helping to im prove it, for m yself and others,

and raising public aw areness of the diversity 
and  ch a lleng e  that the  lib ra ry  pro fession  
p rov ides. A lso , I en jo y  m eeting staff from  
different libraries.

What are 3 things you'd like us to know 
about you?
I d rive  a red convertib le  sports ca r; I have 
lived in Q ueensland , N SW , V ictoria and the 
N T; and I en joy patchw ork and quilting in 
m y spare time.

How do you ensure balance between your 
work, volunteering and home commitments? 
It's m uch  easie r n ow  that m y tw o  ch ildren  
have left hom e.

What gives you a sense of purpose and 
accomplishment?
H elp ing  other peo p le  g ives m e a sense of 
a cco m p lish m e n t and  pu rp ose . I suppose 
that is w h y  I really  en joy w ork ing  in public 
libraries and also  w h y  I spend a lot of tim e 
volunteering.

If you could have your ideal role in the world, 
what would it be?
Roving the w orld , visiting all those places I've 
ever read about, w h ile  educating governments 
and the general public about the benefits of 
libraries.

Which kinds of libraries have you worked in?
I began m y c a re e r  in a T A FE  co lle g e  in 
B r isb a n e . It w a s  an in te restin g  start in 
lib ra rian sh ip  -  I w as  21, in a one-person  
library, the on ly fem ale on staff, and the same

age as m any of the students. Currently I am 
the M anager of the C ity  Library, one o f four 
D arw in  C ity  Council Libraries.

What are you reading at the moment?
I a lw ays have a few  books on the go at one 
time. At the m om ent they are M arley and M e 
by John Grogan, The  Purpose D riven  Church  
by R ick  W arren  and Tuesdays w ith  M orrie  
by M itch  A lb o m . A ll quite  d iffe ren t, ve ry  
enjoyab le and enlightening.

What do you feel are your greatest 
achievements and successes?
M y greatest achievem ents on a personal level 
include being happily m arried for 28  years to 
the love of m y life (w hom  I m et w h en  w e  
w e re  both 15), and raising tw o  w o n d e rfu l, 
in d epen den t ch ild re n . O n  a p ro fession a l 
level, presenting a paper at the 4th A L IA  Top 
End Sym posium  in 2 0 0 6  and chang ing  the 
opening hours o f the State Reference Library 
of the N T so that it w as open 7 days a w eek  
instead of just business hours.

Interview by Jayshree Mamtora,
LLO Northern Territory
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