
L i b r a r y
Students W ith  Disabilities
Hamilton Secondary College

H am ilto n  Secondary  Co llege  is a co m p lex  ed ucation a l institution  located about 

14 km s south w est of the A d e la id e  C P O . Th e  C o lleg e  consists o f four cam puses, 

resp ective ly  serv ing  ad u lt students, sen io r se co n d a ry  students, a m id d le  schoo l 

and the H am ilto n  D isa b ility  U n it .

Th e  H am ilto n  D isa b ility  U n it  is for students w ith  severe  and  m u ltip le  d isa b ili­

t ie s . In 2 0 0 7  it is an tic ip a te d  that there  w il l  be 3 7  students in the H am ilto n  

U n it . These students have a negotiated c u rr ic u lu m  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  fun ctio na l 

lite racy  and num eracy , four m od ified  S A C E  su b jects and  a range o f life sk ills . 

Students in the Cen tre  a lso  a cce ss  m ainstream  fa c ilit ie s  and  reso u rces as part 

of th e ir ed uca tio n a l program .

YES, there is another option

Resource
Options

We provide consultancy
services to assist you with:

• r e v i e w i n g  y o u r  l i b r a r y  
s t r u c t u r e

• d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  r e c o r d s  
m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m

• f in d in g  t h e  r ig h t  s t a f f  t o  
c o m p l i m e n t  y o u r

o r g a n i s a t i o n

Contact us o n ...

Brisbane 
0 7  3 8 4 7  6 4 9 9

Melbourne 
0 3  9 8 8 9  4 0 6 6

www.resource-options.com.au

A s w e ll as the 5 7 0  FTE adu lts (1 2 0 0 - 1 5 0 0  in d iv id u a ls ) e n ro lle d  at H am ilto n , 

the student c lie n t base also  in c lu d e s  students from  non-Eng lish  sp eaking  b a c k ­

grounds, a D is tric t Spec ia l C la s s  for students w ith  sp e c ia l lea rn ing  needs and 

a g row ing  in ternationa l student cohort w ith  v is its  by K o rean , Japan ese , French 

and G e rm an  students va ry in g  in length o f stay from  2 w e e k s  to 12 m onths.

The lib rary  charter is to support this co m p le x  student c lie n t base w ith  a support­

ive lea rn ing  en v iro nm en t w ith  acce ss  to reso urces and te ch n o lo g y  to prom ote 

and en courage  students in a cq u irin g  the in fo rm ation  lite ra cy  sk il ls  for life long  

lea rn ing .

Th e  H am ilto n  U n it w as fo rm erly  a separate  sch o o l. The M in d a  S p e c ia l Schoo l 

w as re located  to the H am ilto n  Se co n d a ry  C o lle g e  site in 1 9 9 8 , beco m in g  part 

of a m u lti- layered  ed uca tio n a l in stitu tion . M an y  o f the staff, in c lu d in g  lib rary  

staff, had little  e xp e rie n ce  in d ea lin g  w ith  students w ith  seve re  and  m u ltip le  

d isab ilit ie s . Staff v isited  M in d a  Schoo l before  the re lo ca tio n  to gain  som e un ­

derstand ing  o f these students and th e ir lea rn ing  needs.

A fte r a ve ry  short period  o f tim e , w e  soon ca m e  to re a lise  w h a t a de ligh tfu l 

group of young  peop le  these students w e re  and still a re . W h ile  it w as d ifficu lt 

to p ro v id e  them  w ith  structu red  lessons in the lib rary , m any soon found the ir 

w a y  around  and d isco ve red  th e ir favou rite  sections in the L ib ra ry . O ve r tim e 

one o f the students becam e ou r 'new sp ap er m on itor' -  it w as h is jo b  to put the 

paper out each  day, and heaven help lib ra ry  staff if w e  d id  it. A n o th e r student, 

an A F L  d evo tee , v is ite d  the lib ra ry  e ve ry  day to c h e c k  ou t e ach  A F L  c lu b 's  

w ebsites and I th ink he put h im se lf on eve ry  c lub 's m a iling  list! H e  also  studied 

the n ew sp ap er (football section  on ly ) to engage staff in an im ated  con versa tion  

ab out the  A d e la id e  C ro w s . O th e r studen ts from  the C e n tre  w o u ld  sit am id  

b o okshe lves and b row se th e ir favourite  sub jects , everyth in g  from  pet m ice  and 

rabbits to ca rs and trucks!

A ll students in the H am ilto n  D isa b ility  U n it  have a cce ss  to the lib ra ry . Th e y  

range from  those w ith  lim ited  read ing  and w rit in g  a b ilit ie s  and  m oderate to 

severe  d isab ilit ie s . Th ey  d e ligh t in b o rro w ing  from  our e x te n s ive  p ictu re  book 

co lle ctio n , but also  on subjects of their interests and hobb ies, e sp e c ia lly  an im a ls 

and  pet c a re . O u r iib ra ry  has a co m fo rtab le  read ing  a rea  and  students from  

the H am ilto n  U n it often sit in this area w ith  the ir teach er and support staff and 

e ither read o r have stories read to them .
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