
< h ttp ://w w w .b ild .b u n d e sa rch iv .d e > w ith  

fu ll o n lin e  paym ent fa c il it ie s . In itia lly , 

there w il l be aro und  6 0 ,0 0 0  photos, 

ae ria l v ie w s  and posters a c c e ss ib le , w ith  

the even tua l a im  of 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  d ig itised  

d ocum ents o n lin e .

Antisocial networking?
I th in k  the flu rry  about so c ia l n e tw ork in g  

w il l subside after a w h ile , but I'm  w i l l 

ing to bet that it w o n 't go aw ay  en tire ly . 

There  w as ano ther bum p on the y e llo w  

b r ick  road in Septem b er w h en  the nam e 

Q u e ch u p  gained  the w ro n g  sort o f fam e. 

Th is  startup co m p an y  w as  do ing  the sam e 

sort o f th ing  as m an y others —  o ffering  to 

ch e ck  you r address book to see h ow  m any 

o f you r friends are a lre ad y  on th e ir system  

—  but they took the extra  step to send  in 

v ita tio ns to th e ir site , w ith o u t re a lly  te llin g  

you that's w h at they w e re  about to do . The 

co m m u n ity  exp ressed  th e ir u nh ap p in ess 

a ll over the p la ce . I haven 't heard  how 

they're  going s in ce  then , but it w asn 't a 

good start. M e a n w h ile , there are  in d ic a 

tions that som e of the peo p le  getting into 

the business have in teresting  backg round s, 

in vo lv in g  co m p an ie s  w h o se  bu siness is 

se llin g  cu stom er data to m arketers. It's all 

the m ore reason to be just a little  ca re fu l 

about w hat you g ive them .

To tag to  not to  tag
O n e  of the n ever-end ing  m yths about 

search  eng ines and  m arketing  is the 

use of the M ET A  K e yw o rd s  tag. It's 

u nd erstandab le  if b eg inners are a little 

con fused , but I often find  that experts are 

not w e ll in form ed  e ither. O n e  w h o  know s 

w h at he's ta lk ing  ab out is D a n n y  S u llivan  

at Search  Eng ine Lan d , and  he's w ritten  

a p rim er at <h ttp ://search eng in e !and .

c o m /0 7 0 9 0 5 -1 94221  .php>  that shou ld  

be the last w o rd  (for the tim e being) on 

the su b je c t. H e  sets out the h istory of 

the co n ce p t and h ow  the good guys and 

the others used and exp lo ite d  it over 

the years , and h o w  the search  eng ines 

responded . M ost usefu l is h is reporting  

o f recen t in te rv ie w s w ith  representatives 

from  the va r io u s co m p an ie s  to try to get 

the lo w d o w n  on the su b ject. It's a ve ry  

good a rt ic le , but if you sk ip  to the chase 

his a d v ic e  is d on 't w o rry  about Keyw ords 

tags —  they w o n 't hurt, but they 're  not 

w orth  the effort.

Getting around
A lso  from  Search  Eng ine Land  is a p iece  

from  Shari Thu  ro w  on S ite  M aps. I've  never 

been a big  fan of them , a lthough  they can  

be usefu l und er som e c ircu m stan ce s . 

Th e  p rob lem  is that, as Sh ari says, they're  

too often used as a w ay  of p ro v id ing  a 

q u ick  fix  for a site 's poor in fo rm ation  

a rch ite c tu re  and in te rface . For an idea 

o f h o w  to use them  m ore effective ly , see 

< h ttp :/ / s e a rc h e n g in e la n d .c o m /0 7 0 8 0 9 -  

091 5 0 1  ,p h p >.

Hues who
Th is  is a site  I re a lly  lik e , and it's usefu l 

too —  e sp e c ia lly  if you 're  try ing  to 

c o m m u n ica te . C h irag  M ehta's 'N a m e T h a t 

C o lo r ' page at < http ://ch ir.ag/phernalia/ 

nam e-that-co lo r/> g ives you the p o w er 

to ch o o se  a c o lo u r by navigating  around 

an im age and  have the g e n e ra lly  accep ted  

nam e of the co lo u r d isp layed , a long  w ith  

its R G B  and  hex va lu e s . Even better, you 

can  b ro w se  a d rop-dow n  list to scro ll 

through an a lp h ab e tic  list o f co lo u rs , 

w h ic h  m eans that m any o f us w il l never 

again  be in doubt about tea l, ecru  or f la x .

Vale Harold Weir —  former Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Librarian
H aro ld  W e ir , P a rliam en ta ry  L ib ra r ian  

from  1 9 7 8  to 1982  and  d isting u ish ed  

staff m em ber period  to h is ap po in tm ent, 

passed aw ay  in late A ug ust. H e  m ade 

a ve ry  co n s id e rab le  co n trib u tio n  to the 

estab lishm en t of the lib ra ry 's  research  

se rv ice s , p a rt ic u la r ly  the estab lishm en t 

of h ig h-q ua lity  s e rv ic e , and w as 

instrum enta l in m u ch  of the e a rly

au to m atio n , in c lu d in g  the im p lem entation  

o f w o rd  p ro cess ing , co n n e ctio n  to exte rna l 

databases and  d eve lop m ent o f staff 

sk ills . H is  co n trib u tio n  lives  on through 

the su cce ss fu l B ills  D igest se rv ice , the 

research  se rv ic e  itse lf and the use o f n ew  

in fo rm ation  tech no lo g ies .

R o xann e  M iss in g h am

http://www.aIia.org.au/events

A CT
7-8/11 D IS A C T  D isaster Recovery W o rk
shop Presenter: Kim M orris, D irector of 
Art and A rch ival P/L. A  two-day session 
designed to assist those responsible for 
disaster planning for cultural co llections. 
Venue: C IT  Bruce Cam pus,(Build ing  J).
Cost: $336 .0 0  (incl gst). Contact: Cheryl 
Jackson, 02 6212 3422 . cheryl.jackson@  
naa.gov.au
12/12 A P S IG  Christm as Lunch.Venue: 
Dum pling Inn, 1 Law ry PL, M acquarie . 
B YO . Cost: $ 1 6pp. Com plim entary dessert 
and coffee at Asia Bookroom . Contact: 
George M iller, 02 6295 1439, 
gm iller@ grapevine.com .au

N SW
19/11 A CER  Cyber Safety Sem inar Series 
(Sydney) Join leading Australian adolescent 
psychologist, D r M ichael Carr-Gregg to 
explore youth cyber safety issues. Venue: 
Australian Technology Park, Eveleigh. Cost: 
from $295. D iscounts for group bookings, 
A LIA  and A SLA  m embers. Contact: Julie 
Kruse, kruse@ acer.edu.au.nospam.
Register on line : http ://www.acer.edu.au/ 
cybersafetyreward/
20/11 A L IA  Ch ild ren 's & Youth Serv ices
(NSW') M eeting: O pen to all A L IA  mem 
bers. West Ryde Library, 6 :00pm . Contact: 
A lex M ills , 02 9716  1827, alexanderm@  
ashfield .nsw .gov.au .
28/11 M entoring N SW  Library Folk In 
the Pub. The M adison Hotel, Surry H ills , 
upstairs in the H ippo Bar, 6 :00pm . Stay on 
for an end-of-year dinner. Contact: Julian 
Sortland, 0429  470 672 , info@ lfip.info 
30/11 A L IA  Ch ild ren 's & Youth Services 
(N SW ) Pre-Christm as Extravaganza: Good 
food, good w in e , good conversation and 
good books. W hat more could you want to 
stuff your stocking this Christmas?
Contact: A lexander M ills , 02 9716  1827, 
a lexanderm @ ashfield .nsw .gov.au .

NT
21/11 A L IA  Top End. Meeting. Venue: NT 
Library, 5 :0 0  for 5 :30pm . Contact Sarah 
W hite , 08 8935 9991 , sarah.white®  
palm erston.nt.gov.au 
23/11 A CER  Cyber Safety Sem inar Series 
(D arw in ) Presenter: D r M ichael Carr-Gregg. 
Venue: H o liday Inn Esplanade. Cost: from 
$295 . D iscounts for group bookings, A LIA  
and A SLA  m embers. Contact: Ju lie Kruse, 
kruse@ acer.edu.au.nospam. Register 
on line : http://www.acer.edu.au/cybersafe- 
ty reward/
28/11 A L IA  Top End. Christm as Celebra
tions. Venue: T B C . T im e: 7 :00pm . Contact 
Sarah W hite , 08 8935 9991 , sarah.white@  
palm erston.nt.gov.au
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