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continued from page 31

A s eve ry  program  offered by G riffith  has a g roup w o rk  com p onent, 

in d iv id u a l study ca rre ls  w e re  rep laced  w ith  so fas, co ffee  tab les, 

m o va b le  ch a irs  and tab les , w h iteb o ard s and  a D V D  lounge. 

A ltho ugh  there  are  o ther p u b lic  a cce ss  spaces on cam p u s, c lien ts  

n o w  prefer to use the co llab o ra tive  lib ra ry  sp ace  w h ich  also  

g ives them  a cce ss  to lib ra ry  reso urces, in c lu d in g  staff.

M an y  o f the in d iv id u a l study ca rre ls  w e re  re lo ca ted  to leve l tw o 

to extend  the q u iet zo n e  and m any new  p o w e r outlets fac ilita te  

laptop use . Four en c lo sed  room s p re v io u s ly  used for group 

study on leve l tw o  w e re  converted  to s ile n t/in d iv id u a l study. The 

in tro d u ctio n  o f the first research  zo n e  in 2 0 0 6  n ecessita ted  the 

co n so lid a tio n  o f ou r trad ition a l re ference c o lle c t io n  to a ready

Cable TV in the reception area

re fe ren ce  c o lle c t io n . Rem oval o f re fe ren ce  item s to the general 

c o lle c t io n  or to storage d ecreased  sh e lf sp ace  from  196  s in g le ­

sided  bays to the  cu rren t 2 7 .

The  research  zo n e  is lo cated  w ith in  e asy  a cce ss  o f research  

expertise  p rovided  by the team  on the In fo S e rv ice s d esk . Self- 

se rv ice  options for each  se rv ice  are  a lso  a va ila b le  on the en tran ce  

le ve l, in c lu d in g  laptop loans and free laptop rech arg in g  lo ckers .

The  su cce ss  o f the p u b lic  acce ss  sp aces at M t G ravatt, N athan  

and C e n tre  for M e d ica l and O ra l H eath  cam p u s lib ra rie s  is being  

used to g u ide re fu rb ishm ent of the G o ld  C o ast cam p u s lib ra ry  in 

2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 .
Lo ri B o w e

Pro ject O ffice r, In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ices 
G r if f ith  U n iv e rs ity , Go ld  C o ast Cam pus 

L .B o w e @ g riff ith .e d u .au

Single study com puter

w a r n

New Edith Cowan University 
Library — A 'Coo! Design'

O p e n e d  o n ly  in Janu ary  th is year, the n ew  lib ra ry  on the Joondalup  

C a m p u s of Edith  C o w a n  U n ive rs ity  has a lre ad y  p roven  po pu la r 

w ith  students and w on  tw o  m ajo r aw ard s for the a rch itec ts  Jones, 

C o u lte r, Young .

Th e  design  o f the en tire  bu ild in g  is based aro un d  the 'lea rn in g  

co m m o n s ' co n ce p t to create  lea rn ing  sp aces fo r students. The 

h igh-tech  b u ild in g  boasts num erous group study room s, a va rie ty  

o f seating  that a llo w s  students to create  th e ir  o w n  group and 

in d iv id u a l lea rn ing  sp aces, a 24/7 co m p ute r lab , and a secu re  

ou tdo or co u rtya rd  w h ere  students can  e n jo y  the great W est 

A u stra lian  c lim a te  w h iie s tu d y in g . In ad d itio n  to the co m p ute r lab ,

n um ero u s com p uters 

a re ava ilab le th ro u g h o u t 

the b u ild in g  and 

laptop users are w e ll 

supported  w ith  both 

w ire le ss  c o n n e c tiv ity  

and  n um erous w ire d  

ports and  p o w er po ints 

w ith in  reach  o f m ost 

seats.

A s w e ll as p rovid ing  

lea rn ing  spaces for

32 incite

students, the bright but w arm  co lo u rs  in side  and out and  good use 

of natura l I ighti ng, a co ffee  shop and bo okshop  d raw  students to the 

b u ild in g  creating  a so c ia l hub for the cam p u s. See a v irtu a l tour at 

< h t t p : / /w w w .e c u .e d u .a u /K IT S C /L ib r a r y /3 1 /> .

continued on page 33
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Som e of the po sitive  com m en ts from  students 

in c lu d e :

Really good. I spend more time in the library that I 
used to. Modern. More space. More books.

More comfortable & quieter. More space.

Huge amounts of material. Comfy chairs.

Really modern. Cool design.

Better location.

The old library was run-down, flat and box-like. 

Like the couches. User friendly.

Well laid-out. Good facilities. Car parking is 
closer to the library than the car parks at other 
WA universities.

I like the outdoor library area. Unique.

Dan A rch ib a ld  
M anager, L ib ra ry  S e rv ices 

Ed ith  C o w an  U n iv e rs ity  
d .a rch ib a ld @ ecu .edu .au

Learning Hubs at University of Tasmania
Th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Tasm an ia  L ib ra ry  opened  tw o  lea rn ing  hubs 

in A p ril 2 0 0 5 . These e xc it in g  spaces p rov ide  a range o f study 

e n v iro n m e n ts for students. Th e re  are room s w h ic h  students can  

book for group study. There  are  in form al areas fo r group w o rk , 

and  study spaces for in d iv id u a l w o rk . In 

the M o rris  M ille r  L ib ra ry  H u b  there are 

study areas w ith  lo ve ly  v ie w s  o f the R iver 

D e rw e n t. The w ire le ss  n etw ork  a llo w s  

students to use th e ir laptops and iin k  in to 

the u n ive rs ity  netw ork .

H u b  users w e re  su rveyed  to gather in itia l im p ression s of the 

n e w  hub s. Results in d ica ted  that students ap proved  o f the sty le , 

fu n c t io n a lity  and com fort.

C raw fo rd  Shurm an  A rch itects  rece ived  an aw ard  from  the Royal 

A u stra lian  Institute o f A rch ite c ts  (R A IA ), T asm an ian  D iv is io n , for 

the hub s, w h ile  Ka rryn  Irw in , in te rio r designer, w as  aw ard ed  the 

Sykes 0 6  O v e ra ll D esign  E xc e lle n c e  A w ard  from  the Lam in e x  

G ro u p .

Fo llo w in g  on th is su cce ss , th ree m ore sa te llite  hubs w ere  

d eve lo p ed , in the C e n tre  for the Arts and L ife  S c ie n ce s  in Hobart 

and  the S ir R aym o n d  Ferra ll Cen tre  in Lau ncesto n . W e  have 

d eve lop ed  th is co n ce p t even  m ore w id e ly  at the R ura l C lin ic a l 

Sch o o l in B u rn ie a n d  the Sch oo l o f A rch ite c tu re  

at In ve re sk ; a further hub is being  bu ilt w ith in  

the C rad le  C o ast C am p u s at B u rn ie , and  one 

is p lan n e d  as part o f the co lo ca ted  m ed ica l 

b u ild in g  in the cen tre  of H ob art.

Th ese  lea rn ing  hubs have p rovided  students 

w ith  sp aces to m eet and  study in a co m fo rtab le  en v iro n m en t w ith  

a cce ss  to o n lin e  fa c il it ie s . A s the ju ry  fo r the R A IA  aw ard  sa id , 

'L ib ra r ie s  are  e v o lv in g  from  static  cen tres o f kno w led g e  storage 

to d yn am ic  p la ce s  o f le a rn in g '.

L ind a  Lu th e r 
U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ian  

lin d a .lu th e r@ u tas .e d u .au

L ib ra r ie s  a re  e v o lv in g  f r o m  

s ta t ic  c e n tre s  o f  k n o w le d g e  

s to r a g e  to  d y n a m ic  p la c e s  o f  
le a r n in g
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