
Merging Cultural Services in Perth
Th e  C ity  o f W a n n e ro o  is the fastest g row ing  outer 

m etropo litan  lo ca l g overnm ent au tho rity  in A u stra lia . It 

cu rre n tly  has a po pu la tion  o f 1 2 6 ,0 0 0 , w h ic h  is an tic ipated  

to g row  to 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  by 2 0 2 1 . A s w ith  an y  lo ca l governm ent 

fac in g  rap id  g row th , the C ity  o f W a n n e ro o  recogn ises the 

need for n ew  in frastructu re  to support the g row ing  

co m m u n ity 's  needs. H o w e ve r, th is has been taken one 

step fu rther an d , as w e ll as endors ing  the co nstructio n  of 

a n e w  $ 2 0 m illio n  b u ild in g  w h ic h  w il l a cco m m o d ate  a 

lib ra ry , reg ional m useum  and e xh ib it io n  cen tre , the c o u n c il 

a lso  h era ld ed  the beg inn ing  o f a n e w  era in the d e live ry  of 

cu ltu ra l se rv ice s  for th is  area .

Th e  n e w  b u ild in g  w il l be the c ity 's  largest cap ita l w o rks 

p ro je c t in o ve r ten years and w il l rep lace  ex isting  lib ra ry  

and  m useum  se rv ice s . C o nstructio n  is due to co m m e n ce  in 

N o v e m b e r2 0 0 7  w ith  an op en ing  in A p ril 2 0 0 9 . The bu ild in g  

w il l in c lu d e  a 1 ,4 2 0  sq uare  m etre lib ra ry  to acco m m o d ate  

up to 6 0 ,0 0 0  item s and  a reg ional m useum . O th e r spaces 

in c lu d e  a ca fe , retail sp ace , theatrette , co n fe ren ce  and 

m eeting  fa c il it ie s  as w e ll as e xh ib it io n  spaces cap ab le  of 

supp orting  n ation a l A  c la ss  d isp lays . O v e ra ll , the fa c il ity  

w il l be o ve r 2 ,5 0 0  sq uare  m etres and house 45 staff.

It is in tended  that the b u ild in g  w il l create  a cu ltu ra l, 

in fo rm ation  and life long  lea rn ing  cen tre  that w il l re inv igorate  

the c ity  cen tre  as w e ll as bring  cu ltu ra l e xp e rie n ce s  c lo se r 

to residen ts . The  fa c il ity  w il l bring  together lib rary , heritage 

se rv ice s  and cu ltu ra l d eve lo p m ent to forge a n e w  se rv ice  

un it and  crea te  an op portu n ity  to offer an e xc it in g  and 

va ried  cu ltu ra l e x p e rie n ce  in the one sp ace . Th is  shared  

se rv ic e  arrang em ent w il l  have severa l po tential benefits 

in c lu d in g  the co m b in in g  o f resources and sk ills  as w e ll as 

fin d in g  n e w  and in n o vative  w ays to present lea rn ing  and 

cu ltu ra l op portu n ities to the com m u n ity .

26 incite

A r t is t 's  im p re s s io n

T a k in g  to  h e a r t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  ' t h ir d  

s p a c e ', th is  b u i ld in g  a im s  to  b e  th e  f irs t  

p la c e  in  th e  n o r t h e r n  s u b u rb s  f o r  p e o p le  

to  c o m e  to  a f t e r  h o m e  a n d  w o rk .

Th e  new  b u ild in g  is a lso  the d riv in g  fo rce  for w h a t w il l be a business 

and  se rv ice  transfo rm ation . Tak ing  to heart the co n ce p t o f the 'th ird  

sp ace ', th is bu ild in g  a im s to be the first p la ce  in the northern  suburbs 

for peo p le  to co m e to after hom e and w o rk . People w il l be ab le  to use 

the lib rary , see lo ca l o r n atio n a l art d isp lays o r m useum  e xh ib it io n s , 

exp lo re  the c ity 's  d ive rse  h istory , hook up to the Internet an yw h e re  in 

the b u ild in g , even w h en  hav in g  a co ffee  in the ca fe . People  w il l a lso  

be ab le  to attend book c lu b s , art c la sse s , fa m ily  h isto ry ta lks , p u b lic  

lectures or ju st re lax  and e n jo y  the co m m u n ity  sp ace .

T h is  bu ild in g  p ro ject presents a n ew  and e xc it in g  m odel for custom er 

and cu ltu ra l se rv ice s for th ree  se rv ice  a reas trad it io n a lly  treated as 

separate en tities . Th e  ch a lle n g e  o f co m b in in g  a b u ild in g  p ro ject w ith  

o rg an isa tion a l restructu re  and  re-eng ineering  ou r business d e live ry  

system s at the sam e tim e is und oub ted ly  am b itio u s , but one that the 

team  is w o rk in g  together w h o le h e a rte d ly  to ach ie ve .
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