
Library buildings

A 'Fantastic' New Wallsend Library After 60 Years!
W a llse n d  D is tr ic t L ib ra ry  is the first n ew  

lib ra ry  to be b u ilt in N e w ca s tle  in over 

3 0  years . It is an e x c it in g , aw ard -w in n in g  

b u ild in g ,1 w h ic h  has chang ed  the w ay 

that the co m m u n ity  v ie w s  and  uses lib rary  

se rv ice s . It is a sp ac io u s , m odern  design 

that dem onstrates h o w  e c o lo g ic a lly  

su sta inab le  design  can  be in c lud ed  in a 

large p u b lic  fa c ility .

In M ay 2 0 0 7 , after its first year of 

op era tio n , W a llse n d  D is tric t L ib rary  

recorded  6 2 2 ,0 0 0  lo ans and 2 7 5 ,0 0 0  

v is its  and b e ca m e  the busiest b ranch  in 

N e w castle 's  lib ra ry  n e tw o rk . Th is  level 

o f usage is in v iv id  con trast to the old  

W a llse n d  L ib ra ry 's  an n u a l ac tiv ity  of

2 2 2 ,0 0 0  lo ans and  1 0 8 ,0 0 0  v is its .

The  n ew  d eve lo p m e n t (1 7 3 6 m 2 ) rep laces 

the o ldest N e w ca s t le  lib ra ry  (1 3 6 m 2 ), 

o r ig in a lly  b u ilt in 1 9 4 8 , and to ta lly  

inad equate  in s ize  to serve  the g row ing  

su rro u nd in g  p o p u la tio n  estim ated  to 

reach  4 2 ,0 0 0  in by 2 0 1 3 . It is located 

im m e d ia te ly  op posite  a shopp ing  centre  

and  ad ja ce n t to a c h ild c a re  cen tre  and 

m ajo r bus stop.

The lib ra ry  n o w  houses m ore than 6 0 ,0 0 0  

b o rro w ing  item s; e ighteen  p u b lic  access 

com p uters ; a ch ild re n 's  a rea  and youth 

sp ace ; group study sp aces and quiet 

read ing  nooks; a m u ltifu n ctio n  and 

heritage room ; and  se lf-se rv ice  c h e c k ­

outs.

D esigned  by B rew ste r H jo rth  A rch itects , 

the b u ild in g  con sists o f tw o  cu rved  

p a v ilio n s , o rien ted  in a north-south  

d ire c tio n , fo llo w in g  the cu rve  of the 

street, and  has an op en , lig h t-filled  form , 

w ith  e x te n s ive  g lass frontage. A n in ternal 

'm a in  street' is a fo cus in the cen tre  o f the 

b u ild in g  and  houses the cu sto m er se rv ice  

area and ca su a l read ing  areas , w h ic h  are 

set am ongst in terna l p lan tin g .

T h e  lib ra ry  has been  in c lu d e d  in 

N e w c a s t le  C ity  C o u n c il 's  E C O S T A R ™  

program  an d  featu res A A A  taps & dual 

f lu sh ; sm art lig h ting ; sm art heating  and 

co o lin g  w ith  a d isp la c e m e n t a ir  h an d lin g  

system ; sm art hot w a te r ; and  w ate r 

h arvest and  reu se .

Th ree  p u b lic  a rtw o rks w o rks w e re  

co m m iss io n e d  for the lib ra ry  and they 

in c lu d e  parquetry  read ing  tab les , a 

ch ild re n 's  suspended  scu lp tu re  and ten 

a rtb oxes. A  co m m u n ity  artist- in -residen ce  

program  has p rodu ced  a fourth art w o rk  

for the b u ild in g .

Th e  response to the n e w  lib ra ry  has far 

exce e d e d  e xp e cta tio n s . The  co m m u n ity  

has looked  fo rw ard  to this n ew  fa c il ity  

for m an y years and  has em b raced  it 

w h o le h e a rte d ly  and w ith  enorm ous p rid e . 

A n e co n o m ic  im p act study has co n firm ed  

the co m m u n ity 's  satisfactio n  w ith  the n ew  

lib rary , w ith  a m ean satisfactio n  rating o f 

a near-perfect 4 .8  out o f 5 .

O n e  lib ra ry  cu stom er sum s up the 

e xp e rie n ce :

W a llsen d  L ib ra ry  is fa n tastic ! M y  

k id s  have a n e w  fo u n d  in te rest 

in rea d in g , w e ll D V D s , C D s  & 

c o m p u te rs  . . .  th ey  a lso  lo v e  the  

c h o co la te  m a ch in e . W hat is this 

w o r ld  co m in g  to  . . .  ea ting  in the  

l ib ra ry ? le ss ica  is m eetin g  m e at 

th e  lib ra ry  today, sh e  w ants m e to  

h e lp  h e r s tu d y  in o n e  o f  th o se  c u te  

little  ro o m s . . .  Jayd en  has m a d e  m e  

p ro m ise  to  take h im  to  se e  W acky  

W om ba t on  S a tu rda y  m orn ing .

N oelle  N elson 
N e w castle  C ity  C o uncil 

nne lson@ ncc.nsw .g ov.au

1 .Wallsend D istrict Library won three awards in 
the Landcom 2006 Lower Hunter Civic Design
Awards.
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