
§ p o t l i g h t
on Liz Burke
This is the first of an occasional series of inter­
views from ALIA's Local Liaison Offers, spot-

I
 lighting a volunteer who contributes to the 

profession and to ALIA.

This month, Natarsha Larment discovers what 
makes Liz Burke tick. Liz is the convenor of 
ALIA West and works at—  no, let her tell
W hy do you  e n jo y  vo lu n te e rin g  fo r  th e  

lib ra ry  p ro fe ss io n ?

H aving recen tly  

moved to Perth, 

it's an exce llen t 

way to bu ild  net­

works, get to know 

people -  and have 

some fun!

W h at a re  3 th in g s  yo u 'd  lik e  u s to  k n o w  

ab o ut yo u ?

2) I used to be a chocolate fiend, now  my 

favourite  foods are che rry tom atoes and 

snow peas.

3) I'm  allerg ic to boredom.

H ow  do yo u  e n su re  ba lan ce  b e tw e e n  
yo u r w o rk , v o lu n te e rin g  and  hom e 

co m m itm e n ts?

I'm  a m orn ing  person, so w h ile  I arrive  

in the o ffice  about 7:30am , I make sure I 

leave no later than 5:30pm  and this gives 

me the evening to devote to other activities. 

I also ensure I have a few  evenings at home 

each week. Saturday is my day o ff when I 

do no th ing  bu t hom e things, and w h ile  I 

may do some w o rk  on Sundays, I also fit 

in a b ike  ride  or a long w a lk  or a tr ip  to 

the beach.

W h at g ive s  yo u  a sen se  o f  pu rp o se  and  

acco m p lish m e n t?

Reaching a goal or a deadline (such as f in ­

ishing this artic le  on tim e!)

I f  yo u  w e re  o ffe re d  yo u r id e a l ro le  in  th e  

w o r ld , w h a t  w o u ld  it  be?

Supporting others to  reach the ir potentia l.
1) I th ink libraries are an exciting place to There w o u ld , o f course, be a lo t o f w o rld  
work: there are endless opportunities to de- trave| jnvolved in this role! 
velop library services and initiatives, and to 

develop my ow n skills.

Which kinds o f libraries have you worked in?

M ostly libraries associated w ith  education 

-  un iversities o r supporting English Lan­

guage fo r m igrants. But also a b rie f stint 

at the M e lbo u rne  M e trop o litan  Board o f 

W orks (did you know  there is a difference 

between sewage and serage?!). And prior to 

com ple ting my library degree, I com pleted 

placements in pub lic  libraries and the V ic ­

torian State Records O ffice.

W hat are you currently  reading?

A biography o f Xavior Herbert, a crim e nov­

el by Natasha Cooper, a book on bu ild ing  

teams and a book on m arketing concepts 

for libraries.

W h at do yo u  fe e l a re  y o u r g re a te st 

a ch ie ve m e n ts  and  su ccesses?

O ve rco m in g  a fear o f p u b lic  speaking, 

becom ing a step-mother, and com p le ting  

a course on tra in ing  my dog (being a cat 

person, I needed to learn about dog psy­

chology!)

W h at do yo u  c u rre n tly  do fo r  a c ru st?

I'm  cu rre n tly  Associate Librarian (Reader 

Services) at the University o f Western Aus­

tra lia . It's a fabu lous jo b  because o f the 

great people I w ork w ith .

□  □ □
Want to work in Europe?
These are just some of the roles we can help you find:

Librarians
Researchers
Cataloguers

Information Officers 
Archivists
Web Administrators

Knowledge Managers 
Editors
Information Architects

■  Records Managers
■  Content Managers
i Web Project Managers

Email your CV to te m p s@ tfp l.co m  or call +4 4  (0 )2 0  7332 6000
w e?ft  Support•
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