
B risb an e  C a ree rs  and Em p loym ent Expo , 

B risb an e  C o n ven tio n  and Exh ib itio n  

C e n tre , F riday 2 0  -  Sunday 22 A p ril 

2 0 0 7 .

For the second  yea r ru nn in g , A L IA  hosted 

the 'ca ree rs @ yo u r lib ra ry ' stand at the 

B risb an e  C a ree rs  and  Em p loym ent Expo 

(h ttp://w w w. eocex po.com. au/15 state 
bystate03.html). A s on e  o f 155 e xh ib ito rs , 

w e  com peted  w ith  such  d iverse  

o rg an isations as in te rn ationa l m in ing  

co m p an ies and the latest fad (health  d rin k  

p roducers) to attract the best and brightest 

to our p ro fession .

Th e  A L IA  Q u o ru m  group hosted the 

stand to attract you ng  sch oo l-leavers 

and  career-changers to the p ro fession , 

e d uca ting  the p u b lic  about the d ive rs ity  

and richness o f the industry  and to 

address m isco n ce p tio n s about the lib rary  

and  in fo rm ation  p ro fession  and its peo p le . 

Not one of the vo lu n tee rs  w as  sporting  a 

bun o r tw in set.

For three days vo lu n te e r lib ra rians , 

teach e r- lib ra rians , lib ra ry  te ch n ic ian s , 

lib ra ry  ed ucato rs and  records m anagers 

handed  out in fo rm ation  and  a d v ice  on 

getting started in a ca re e r in lib ra rie s  and 

in fo rm ation , a long  w ith  b a llo o n s , posters 

and b o okm arks. For m ost it w as a ve ry  

po sitive  e xp e rie n ce , d esp ite  som e sore feet 

a tth e e n d o fa  sh ift. O u r  vo lun teers reported 

that they en joyed  chatting  to g en u in e ly  

interested peo p le  about the d ive rs ity  of 

LIS  courses and  ca re e rs , m eeting  other 

peo p le  w h o  love lib ra rie s  and  getting to 

kno w  th e ir fe llo w  vo lu n tee rs  from  d ifferent 

lib ra ry  and in fo rm ation  secto rs.

In betw een d isp ensing  w isd o m , the 

vo lun teers en jo yed  free m assages and 

co ffee  in the e xh ib ito rs  bu siness lounge 

and ch ecked  out the other exh ib ito rs . M y 

ch ild re n  cam e  aw ay  w ith  an em barrassing  

w ea lth  o f lo llie s , pens and frisbees 

gathered from  o ther stands, but my 

personal favou rite  w a s  the fresh coffee 

prepared at one of the m any fast-food

co m p an y  stands.

Last year the exp o  attracted  a ro und  35  0 0 0  

peo p le  -  the largest tu rno ut in any state -  

w ith  a s im ila r estim ate  th is year. W h ile  

the c ro w d s seem ed to th in  d ra m a tica lly  

tow ards the end o f day th ree last year, w e  

w e re  am azed  th is yea r at the n um b er of 

peo p le  still ap pearing  at the stall as the 

fin a l m inutes ticke d  by.

O f  the peop le  w h o  v is ited  o u r stand :

• tw o-th irds w e re  m ature-aged  and  one- 

th ird  schoo l students.

• rough ly  h a lf o f the e n q u ir ie s  co n ce rn e d  

cou rses in lib ra ry  and  in fo rm atio n , the 

other h a lf vo ca tio n a l in fo rm atio n .

• A ll o f vo lun teers w h o  f ille d  out the ir 

e va lua tio n  sheets reported  that they 

had m ade a d iffe re n ce  to som eon e by 

ta lk ing  to them  about ca re e r paths, and 

that they thought it w as w orth  

prom oting  ca re e rs  @ yo u r lib ra ry  

through the C a re e rs  and  Em p loym ent 

Expo .

A L IA  ap precia ted  the co n trib u tio n  of 

industry  partners, in c lu d in g  the State 

L ib ra ry  of Q u e e n s la n d , Q U T 's  Facu lty  of 

In fo rm ation  Techno log y , Q U T 's  Facu lty  

o f Edu cation , the R eco rd s M anagem ent 

A sso c ia tio n  of A ustra la s ia  Q L D , Q U L O C , 

the Schoo l L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  of 

Q u e e n s lan d  In c . and  R ae co .

But most of a ll w e  w o u ld  lik e  to 

ackn o w le d g e  the support o f o u r vo lun teers 

w h o , through th e ir p re se n ce , pa in ted  a 

p ic tu re  o f lib ra ry  and in fo rm ation  w o rke rs  

as co n fid en t, w e ll ed u ca te d , interesting  

and engaging m en and  w o m e n .

If you w o u ld  lik e  to find  out m ore about 

ca ree rs @ your lib rary , ch e ck  out the 

q u a lif ica tio n s  and  ca ree rs  area  o f the 

A L IA  w eb s ite  at http://www.alia.org.au/ 
education/careers.html

Claudia Davies 

ALIA Qld Local Liaison Officer
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w h y  y o u  s h o u l d  s t u d y  o n l i n e  

w i t h

1* C o n v e n ie n c e

Study anywhere, any time

2 .  L a t e s t ,  l e a d i n g - e d g e  c o u r s e s

Expand your career opportunities

3 .  C a r i n g ,  p e r s o n a l  T u t o r

Available on a daily basis

4 .  L e a r n  n e w  s h i l l s

Maximise your job confidence

C e r t i f i c a t e s  I I ,  I I I ,  I V  

D i p l o m a  - A L I A  R e c o g n i s e d

I n t e r e s t e d ?
C a l l  n o w :  0 7  3 2 0 8  9 4 5 5
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W e l c o m e  t o  y o u r  n e w  c a r e e r !
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