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u n ive rs ity  lib ra ries are  sp end in g  m ore of the ir 

in fo rm ation  budgets on e le c tro n ic  re so u rces . It is com m on now  

to hear the percentage spent on o n lin e  in fo rm ation  to be over 65 

per cen t. Th e  big d iffe re n ce  betw een  acq u ir in g  print resources 

and  getting access to o n lin e  d atabases is the o w n e rsh ip  issue : 

lib ra rie s  lease  acce ss  to o n lin e  d atabases, instead o f acq u irin g  

them . O v e r  the last ten years, lib ra ria n s  have b eco m e adept at 

c lo se ly  e xa m in in g  the long list o f c la u se s  in lice n ce s  for a ccess 

to d atabases. In A u stra lia  and N e w  Z e a la n d , the E le c tro n ic  

In fo rm ation  R eso u rces C o m m ittee  o f C A U L , the C o u n c il of 

A u stra lian  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ian s (co m m o n ly  kno w n  as C E IR C ) has 

p layed  p a rticu la r a ttention  to lice n s in g  issues.

By w ay  of backg ro u nd , C E IR C  is an ad v iso ry  com m ittee  p rov id ing  

reco m m en d a tio n s and  ad v ice  to C A U L  on a w id e  range o f issues 

re lated  to e le c tro n ic  in fo rm ation  re so u rces , in c lu d in g  p ric ing  

m od e ls , a rch iva l a cce ss  and lice n se s . Fo rm ed  in 1 9 9 8 , C E IR C  

m em b ersh ip  is a va ila b le  to u n ive rs ity  lib ra rie s  and research  

o rg an isa tio n s in A u stra lia  and N e w  Z e a la n d . C E IR C  negotiates 

term s and  co n d it io n s  for acce ss  to o n lin e  databases on b eh a lf 

o f its m em b ersh ip . G ive n  that C E IR C  n o w  h and les over 140 

p roducts from  n e arly  1 0 0  ven do rs , there 's a lot o f w o rk  invo lved  

in d ete rm in in g  su itab le  a ccess term s, in c lu d in g  p ric in g  and 

lice n s in g .

O v e r the yea rs , C E IR C  (along w ith  datasets experts in A ustra lian  

u n ive rs ity  lib ra rie s ) has d eve lop ed  e xp e rtise  in spotting lik e ly  

p ro b lem s and  d ifficu lt ie s  in sp e c if ic  c la u se s  in database lice n ce s . 

For e x a m p le , the d atabase ven d o r m ay not understand  the 

e d u ca tio n  m arket and  p lace  re stric tio ns on w a lk - in  users or use

of a rt ic le s  in co u rse-p acks . It is im portant to spe ll out p re c ise ly  

w h o  can  have a ccess to the d atabase and from  w h ic h  sites of 

the u n iversity , w h ich  m ay have  cam p uses in severa l co u n tr ie s . 

The database vendo r m ay present a ra d ic a lly  d iffe rent v ie w  of 

the u n ive rs ity  in its lice n ce . O th e r issues to w atch  out fo r are 

in d em n ity  c lauses and co m p ensatio n  for rem oval o f con tent.

Renegotiating  these c lau se s each  tim e they are  presented  in 

d atabase lice n ce s  can  be ve ry  tim e co n su m in g . In o rd er to save 

tim e and  share  exp e rtise , C E IR C  has d eve lop ed  a set of suggested 

a lte rna te  c lau se s for ven d o r lic e n c e s  w h ic h  are not acce p tab le . 

These  'm o d e l' c lau ses can  be used in negotiations: the m ore w e  

a ll use them , the m ore fa m ilia r  vendo rs w il l b eco m e w ith  them . 

These  m odel c lau se s , and m ore usefu l in fo rm ation , are  a va ila b le  

to eve ryo ne  at the C E IR C  w eb-s ite  (http://www.caul.edu.au/ 
datasets/). Som e in fo rm ation  is restricted  to C E IR C  m em bers 

on ly .

Is it po ssib le  to im ag ine a tim e w h en  lib ra rie s  and ven d o rs w ill 

not spend  so m uch  tim e negotiating  lic e n c e  agreem ents? In the 

U n ited  States, such  a p o ss ib ility  is the su b ject of the N ationa l 

In fo rm ation  Standards O rg an iza tio n 's  Shared  E-R esource  

U n d erstan d ing  (S E R U ) W o rk in g  G ro u p . C E IR C  is w a tch in g  this 

d eve lo p m ent w ith  great in terest. S ER U  is d eve lo p in g  a fram e w o rk  

for lib ra rie s  and vendors to bypass negotiation  of lic e n c e s  and 

m ove to a 'b u y e r-se lle r ' m od e l, if both parties are satisfied  that 

risks can  be m anaged w ith in  cu rren t legal fram e w o rks  and 

co n d u ct of users. For m ore in fo rm ation  on th is in it ia t ive , see 

http://www.niso.org/committees/SERU/SERU_announce.htrrjl.
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