
ALIA local liaison officer -  
a dream job for an ALIA addict
M a rg ie  A n d e rso n , A L IA  loca l lia ison o ff ic e r  (V ic )

I 'm  p ro -A L IA . I b e lie v e  a le a d in g  p ro fe ss io n a l a sso c ia t io n  is 

e s s e n t ia l; fo r the  in fo rm a tio n  in d u stry , fo r in s titu tio n s  an d  

fo r in d iv id u a l m e m b e rs . T h ro u g h o u t m y  c a re e r I've  been  a 

strong  A L IA  supp orte r, g iv in g  m y tim e  an d  e xp e rt ise .

I 'v e  been  re w a rd e d  h a n d s o m e ly  fo r th is  c o m m itm e n t . In 

e v e ry  n e w  jo b  m y e m p lo y e rs  a c k n o w le d g e d  part o f the  reason  

th ey  ch o se  m e w a s  d u e  to m y w id e  k n o w le d g e  o f the  in d u stry  

an d  b ro ad  p ro fe s s io n a l n e tw o rk s . I h ave  m y in v o lv e m e n t  in 

A L IA  to th an k  fo r th is .

O v e r  the  ye a rs  I'v e  b een  on c o u n t le s s  A L IA  C o m m itte e s . 

I c o u ld  take  m in u te s o f an A L IA  m eetin g  in m y s le e p . It's been  

an e x c e lle n t  tra in in g  g ro un d . I've  lea rn t ab o ut le a d e rsh ip , c o m ­

m u n ic a t io n , e ve n t p la n n in g , m e e tin g  p ro c e d u re s , an d  p u b lic  

sp e ak in g , to n am e  a fe w . A n d  I've  le a rn t a lot ab out A L IA , the 

o rg an isa tio n  and  its m e m b e rs .

A lth o u g h  I a lw a y s  b e lie v e d  A L IA  N a t io n a l O f f ic e  d id  top 

w o rk , and  I m a rv e lle d  at h o w  v o lu n te e r  m e m b e rs o f G ro u p s  

pu lled  off such an array of a ctiv it ie s , I k n e w  there w e re  a need for 

c lo se r ties betw een  A L IA  staff and m em bers at a lo ca l le ve l.

A s  a g roup  m e m b e r I w is h e d  fo r so m e o n e  w h o  u nd ersto o d  

the s p e c if ic s  o f m y s itu a t io n , m y  w o rk in g  e n v iro n m e n t , an d  

c o u ld  re la te  th at k n o w le d g e  b a c k  to N a t io n a l O f f ic e . M a n y  

tim es I w an ted  to tap  into so m e o n e  w h o  c o u ld  he lp  m e find  the 

right person  to ta lk  to at A L IA  N a tio n a l O f f ic e , o r c o u ld  re c o m ­

m en d  a person  o r o rg an isa tio n  lo c a lly  to h e lp  m e put tog ether 

an A L IA  e ve n t. W h e n e v e r  the  B o ard  a ske d  fo r fe e d b a ck  ab o ut

the stru c tu re  o f A L IA  m y suggestion  

w a s  a lw a y s  'w e  need  so m e o n e  lo ­

c a l ly  to rep resen t A L IA  m e m b e rs on 

the g ro u n d '.

W h e n  A L IA  e s ta b lis h e d  L o c a l 

L ia iso n  O ff ic e rs  (L L O s ) , I ju m p e d  at 

the c h a n c e  to be in v o lv e d . N ot o n ly  

d id  I get to see  the idea o f an A L IA  

staffer at a lo ca l le ve l c o m e  to f ru i­

t io n , bu t a lso  I got to f il l that p o s i­

tion  m yse lf. A s L L O  fo r V ic to r ia  I'm  

w o rk in g  w ith  the m em b ers h ere  to m ak e  su re  th ey  get the  s u p ­

port and  se rv ice s  th ey  need  from  th e ir p ro fess io n a l a sso c ia t io n . 

Lo ca ted  in M e lb o u rn e , I can  attend  G ro u p  even ts  to m eet w ith  

m em b ers fa ce  to fa c e .

L L O s  an d  th e  m e m b e rs h ip  te am  at N a t io n a l O f f ic e  a re  

w o rk in g  tog ether to p lan  a range o f se rv ic e s  that w il l  m ake  the 

ro les p laye d  by vo lu n te e rs  in G ro u p s  e a s ie r and  m o re  p ro d u c ­

tive . W e  e sp e c ia lly  w an t to en su re  that exp e rtise  and e xp e rie n ce  

is sh a red  from  G ro u p  to G ro u p , m e m b e r to m em ber.

A L IA  is lo o k in g  for lo ca l lia iso n  o ffice rs  to w o rk  in W A , SA , 

N T  and  N S W . If yo u 're  lik e  m e and  th in k  a f le x ib le  ro le , severa l 

h o u rs  per w e e k , w o rk in g  fo r y o u r fe llo w  in fo rm a tio n  p ro fe s­

s io n a ls , is yo u r d re am  jo b , g ive  G e o rg in a  D a le  a c a l l at N a ­

tio n a l O f f ic e . O r  d rop  her an  e -m a il g e o rg in a .d a le @ a lia .o rg .a u  

to find  out m ore  ab o ut jo in in g  the L L O  te am . ■
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