
Trends in graduate employment
Paul G e n o n i and K erry S m ith , Facu lty  o f M e d ia , S ocie ty  and  C u ltu re , C u rtin  U n iv e rs ity  o f T echnology

T he In fo rm a t io n  S tu d ie s  te a c h in g  a re a  at 

C u r t in  U n iv e r s it y  o f T e c h n o lo g y  re g u ­

la r ly  su rv e y s  g rad u ate s in o rd e r to assess  

'g rad u ate  o u tc o m e s '. T h e  co ve rag e  o f the  su rve y  

in c lu d e s  the  typ e  o f w o rk  c u rre n tly  be ing  u n d e r­

taken  by g raduates, the se cu rity  o f ten u re  in th e ir 

p o sitio n , the leve l o f p ro fe ss io n a lism  in th e ir e m ­

p lo y m e n t, and  th e ir  g ene ra l e m p lo y m e n t h isto ry  

s in c e  co m p le tin g  th e ir q u a lify in g  co u rse . T h e  su r­

ve y  p ro v id e s im p ortan t in fo rm atio n  regard ing  the 

e m p lo y a b ilit y  o f g rad u a te s  an d  h e lp s  te a c h in g  

staff w ith  o n g o in g  co u rse  d e ve lo p m e n t.

T h e  su rv e y s  a re  c o n d u c te d  e a c h  f iv e  y e a rs  

and  the re c ip ie n ts  are  g raduates w h o  h ave  c o m ­

pleted  co u rses w ith in  that perio d . Th e  su rveys are 

d e layed  until a p p ro x im a te ly  18 m onths after the 

most recent cou rse  com p le tions in order to en ab le  

graduates su ffic ien t tim e to find  re levant w o rk . The 

m ost recen t su rve y  in c lu d e d  g rad u ­

ates fro m  th e  p e r io d  1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 2 .

P re v io u s  su rv e y s  had  c o v e re d  the 

ye a rs  1 9 8 8 - 1 9 9 2  and  1 9 9 3 - 1 9 9 7 .

A  s ig n if ic a n t c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f these  

su rveys is that as c lo se ly  as p o ss ib le  

the sam e su rve y  q uestions are  asked  

e a c h  t im e , th u s e n a b lin g  a u se fu l 

co m p ariso n  o f the data .

T h e  d a ta  g a th e re d  in th is  w a y  

is in c o m p le te  in that not a ll su rve y  

re c ip ie n ts  re sp o n d  (re s p o n se  rates 

h ave  va r ie d  from  3 7  to 4 9  per cen t), 

but w h e n  the resu lts o f the th ree su r­

ve ys  a re  co m p are d  th ey  do beg in  to 

in d ic a te  e m p lo y m e n t  tre n d s  o v e r  

th is  15 y e a r p e rio d . T h is  b r ie f report 

h ig h lig hts som e o f the  s ig n ifica n t in ­

d ica to rs  o f e m p lo y m e n t trends o ve r 

th is perio d . A  m ore  d eta iled  a cco u n t 

c a n  be fo u n d  in Pau l G e n o n i an d  

K e rry  S m ith , 'G ra d u a te  e m p lo ym e n t 

o u tco m e s fo r q u a lify in g  lib ra ry  and  

re c o rd s  m a n a g e m e n t  c o u rs e s  at 

C u r t in  U n iv e r s it y  o f T e c h n o lo g y ,

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 2 ' ,  in T h e  A u s t ra lia n  L i ­

b ra ry  Jo u rn a l, 5 4 (4 ) , 2 0 0 5 .

S o m e o f the key  f in d in g s in c lu d e  an in c re a se  

in respondents w h o  d escrib e  th em se lves as w o rk ­

ing fu ll t im e . T h is  fig u re  has in c re a se d  from  6 0 .9  

per ce n t fo r the  first su rve y  and  7 0 .5  per ce n t fo r 

the m ost re c e n t . T h e re  has been  a c o rre s p o n d ­

ing d e c lin e  in th ose  w h o  w e re  e ith e r lo o k in g  for 

w o rk  o r se e k in g  to in c re a se  th e ir w o rk in g  h o urs , 

from  14.1 to 9 per ce n t.

Th e re  has been a d e c lin e  in total respondents 

w h o  d e sc rib e d  th e ir o ccu p a tio n  as 'Iib ra r ia n sh ip ' 

(fro m  6 9 .2  to 6 1 .7  p e r c e n t) a n d  in c re a s e s  in 

re co rd s  m a n a g e m e n t (R M ) and  a rc h iv e s . T h e se  

fig u res a re  a litt le  m is le a d in g , h o w e v e r , in that 

th ey  re fle c t the d e ve lo p m e n t o f n e w  R M  co u rse s  

at C u r t in . T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f l ib r a ry  g ra d u a te s  

w h o  d e s c r ib e  th e ir  w o rk  as ' I ib r a r ia n s h ip ' has 

in c re a se d  from  6 9 .2  to 77 .1  per ce n t.

O f  re sp o n d en ts  to the  m ost re ce n t su rve y , of 

the  1 0 .3  per ce n t w h o  d e sc r ib e d  th e ir e m p lo y ­

m en t as 'o th e r in fo rm a tio n  w o rk ', o ve r h a lf  in ­

c lu d e d  the w o rd  're se a rc h ' in the d e sc r ip t io n  o f 

th e ir c u rre n t w o rk . O th e r  d e sc r ip t io n s  in c lu d e d  

'p ro je c t m a n a g e m e n t', 'a d m in is tra t io n ', and  'e d ­

iting , g rant a p p lic a t io n s , in fo rm a tio n  se a rc h e s '.

T h e  g ra d u a te s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  

'c o n t in u o u s ly ' o r 'fa ir ly  c o n t in u o u s ly ' im p ro ved  

fro m  6 0 .3  p e r ce n t (1 9 8 8 - 9 2 )  to 8 3 .2  per ce n t 

(1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 2 ) . O n  the o th e r h an d , th o se  w h o  d e ­

sc r ib e d  th e ir  e m p lo y m e n t h isto ry  as 'lo n g  u n d e ­

sired  p e rio d s o f u n e m p lo y m e n t' o r 'c o n tin u o u s ly  

u n e m p lo ye d ' d e c lin e d  o ve r the sam e  period  from

1 3 .5  to 4 .4  per ce n t.

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  d e s c r ib in g  

th e ir w o rk  as 'p ro fe s s io n a l' le ve l has been  c o n ­

s isten t o ve r the  th re e  su rv e y s  (7 2 .1  to 7 3 .8  per 

ce n t); th e re  has b een  a rise  in th o se  d e sc r ib in g  

th e ir  w o rk  as 'p a ra - p ro fe s s io n a l' an d  a c o r r e ­

sp o n d in g  d e c lin e  in th o se  w h o  b e ­

lie v e d  th e y  h ave  fo u n d  'u n s k il le d ' 

w o rk .

T h e re  is e v id e n c e  that the p ro ­

fe ss io n  is re s is t in g  tre n d s  to w a rd s  

c a s u a lis a t io n . T h o se  w h o  d e sc r ib e  

th e m s e lv e s  as 'p e rm a n e n t ly ' e m ­

p lo y e d  h as r ise n  o v e r  th e  s u rv e y s  

fro m  7 0 .9  to  8 1 .3  p e r c e n t , a n d  

th is  has been  o ffset by a re d u ctio n  

in both 'lim ite d  term  co n tra c t ' an d  

'c a s u a l' e m p lo y m e n t .

E a c h  s u rv e y  re v e a le d  the m a ­

tu re  age o f th e  g rad u a te s . T h is  has 

im p lic a t io n s  fo r th e ir  lo n g e v ity  in 

the w o rk p la c e  and  the a b ility  o f the 

p ro fe s s io n  to re p la c e  re t ire m e n ts . 

C u rre n t A u s tra lia n  B u re au  o f S ta tis­

t ic s  (A B S ) d a ta  in d ic a te s  that 8 0 .9  

p e r c e n t  o f l ib ra r ia n s  a re  o ve r 3 5  

ye a rs  o ld , as co m p a re d  to 5 8 .2  per 

ce n t o f th e  g enera l w o rk fo rc e  (A B S  

2 0 0 5 b ) . T h is  h ig her A B S  fig ure  is to 

be e x p e c te d  g ive n  that it in c lu d e s  

a l l l ib r a r ia n s  an d  not o n ly  re c e n t 

g rad u ates. Taken  together, h o w eve r, 

th ese  tw o  sets o f data  suggest that 

the in fo rm atio n  p ro fess io n s a re  not o n ly  troub led  

by an  ag e in g  w o rk fo rc e , but a w o rk fo rc e  that is 

a lre a d y  d e c id e d ly  m atu re  as th ey  en te r the p ro ­

fe ss io n .

In s u m m a ry , th e  re su lts  a re  re p o rt in g  im ­

p ro ve m e n ts  in m ost b a s ic  in d ica to rs  o f e m p lo y ­

m en t o u tc o m e s . T h e re  a re  so m e  c o m p lic a t in g  

facto rs  w h e n  in te rp re tin g  the d ata . C u rt in  is n o w  

p ro d u c in g  s lig h t ly  fe w e r  g rad u ates th an  d u rin g  

the p e rio d  o f the  first su rvey , and  the g enera l e m ­

p lo y m e n t o u tlo o k  in m ost secto rs  has im p ro ved  

o ve r the past 15 yea rs . O n  the basis o f the resu lts , 

h o w e ve r , it w o u ld  a p p e a r that the e m p lo y m e n t 

o u t lo o k  fo r in d iv id u a l g rad u a te s  h as im p ro v e d  

o ve r the  d u ra t io n  o f the  su rve y s .

It is a lso  u n c le a r  as to  h o w  'n a t io n a l' th e se  

re su lts  m ig h t b e , a lth o u g h  it s h o u ld  be n o ted  

th a t C u r t in  d ra w s  s tu d e n ts  fro m  a l l  s ta te s  o f 

A u s t ra lia . ■
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