
Obituary

Alan Charles Barclay (1947-2006)
F r ie n d s  a n d  c o l le a g u e s  w e re  s a d ­

d ened  to h e a r o f the  death  o f A lan  

B a rc la y  on 2 6  Ju ly  th is  year.

A la n 's  sto ry  w a s  ty p ic a l o f m an y  o f 

h is  g e n e ra t io n , bu t he b ro u g h t s p e c ia l 

q u a l it ie s  to h is  w o rk . R e sp e c te d  as an 

e ff ic ie n t  and  e n e rg e tic  lib ra r ia n , he a lso  

seem ed  to e ffo rtle ss ly  ga in  g e n u in e  a ffe c­

tion  from  m an y  p e o p le ,

H e  w a s  b o rn  in C o la c ,  a c o u n t r y  

to w n  in  w e s te rn  V ic to r ia , an d  m a tr ic u ­

la ted  fro m  C o la c  H ig h  S c h o o l in 1 9 6 4 . 

It w a s  sugg ested  that A la n  try  lib ra r ia n -  

sh ip  w h ic h  o ffered  o p p o rtu n it ie s  for part- 

tim e  u n ive rs ity  stu d y  w h ile  e m p lo y e d . It 

w a s  a g ood  c h o ic e  an d  A la n  both g ave 

to an d  g a in e d  from  th e  f ie ld . H e  w o rk e d  

at th e  C a m b e rw e l l- W a v e r le y  R e g io n a l 

L ib ra ry  in M e lb o u rn e  as th e  firs t M o u n t 

W a v e r le y  b ra n c h  lib ra r ia n  in 1 9 6 8 - 6 9 , 

w a s  d ep u ty  lib ra ria n  u nd er Ke ith  M c K e n ­

z ie  at H a w th o rn  in 1 9 7 0 - 7 1 , an d  then  

C it y  L ib ra r ia n  fro m  1 9 7 2  to 1 9 8 2 . H e  

w a s  a lso  ac tive  in M in te r lib , the  u m b re lla  

b o d y  fo r m u n ic ip a l lib ra r ie s  in V ic to r ia , 

an d  th e  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  o f th e  

l ib ra ry  A sso c ia t io n  in the  1 9 7 0 s  and  the 

e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s .

In 1 9 8 2  h e  m o ve d  to  R y d e  P u b lic  

L ib ra r y  in  N e w  S o u th  W a le s ,  a n d  re ­

tired  d u e  to ill h e a lth  in m id - 2 0 0 5  from  

C e n tra l N o rth e rn  L ib ra r ie s  (h e ad q u arte rs  

in T a m w o rth ) w h e re  he w a s  the  L ib ra ry  

S e rv ic e s  M a n a g e r fo r 15 y e a rs . A  b u ild ­

ing p rogram  in th e  C e n tra l N o rth e rn  R e ­

g ion  took  p la c e  d u rin g  h is t im e  as m a n ­

ager, w ith  n e w  lib ra r ie s  at T am w o rth  and  

U ra lla  an d  a re fu rb ish m e n t at W a lc h a . A s 

w ith  h is  y e a rs  in V ic to r ia  he  w a s  a c t iv e  

in the  p ro fe ss io n , w o rk in g  on a range of 

issues w ith  the C o u n try  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A s ­

so c ia t io n  an d  th e  F r ie n d s  o f th e  L ib ra ry  

g ro up  in T a m w o rth .

H is  lib ra ry  y e a rs  w e re  ch a ra c te r ise d  

by in vo lve m e n t w ith  the c o m m u n it ie s  he 

se rve d . W h ile  in H a w th o rn  he he lped  e s­

ta b lish  th e  H a w th o rn  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty  

w h ic h  s t ill s tan d s to d ay  as an  e x c e lle n t  

e x a m p le  o f lib ra ry /h is to r ic a l so c ie ty  c o ­

o p eratio n , and w h e re  A lan  is rem em bered  

for h is co n trib u tio n s . H e  v is ited  H aw th o rn  

in 2 0 0 4  to h o n o u r the  3 0 th a n n iv e rs a ry  

o f the  S o c ie ty  a n d , a lth o u g h  c le a r ly  not 

w e ll , h is w a rm th  and  im p re ss ive  m em ory  

fo r n a m e s  an d  d a te s  e n d e a re d  h im  a ll 

o ve r ag a in  to th ose  p resent.

A la n  w a s  p a rt 

o f the post-w ar gen­

e ra t io n , th e  b a b y  

bo o m ers . O ften  the 

first o f th e ir fa m ily  to attend u n ive rs ity , as 

A la n  w a s , th ey  seem ed  to sa il a lo n g , b u ­

oyed  by p a re n ta l p r id e , g e n u in e  s e rv ic e  

id e a ls , and  s ix t ie s  e x u b e ra n c e . B ut A la n  

a lso  w o rk e d  h a rd . H e  upg raded  h is R eg ­

istration  q u a lif ic a t io n s  w ith  a d eg ree  an d  

th r iv e d  in an  e ra  w h e n  lib ra r ia n s  w e re  

tested by rap id  te c h n o lo g ic a l ch a n g e , lo ­

ca l g o ve rn m e n t tu rb u le n c e  and  so m e  o f 

the e xce sse s  o f m a n a g e r ia lism .

H is  g e n u in e ly  p leasan t nature  an d  his 

a b il it y  to m a in ta in  fr ie n d s h ip s  w ith o u t  

c o m p ro m is in g  h is b e lie fs  and  stan d a rd s  

w e re  key  parts o f h is p e rso n a lity . H e  w a s  

am o n g st th e  best, he  gave h is best, an d  

he left h is  m a rk .

A la n  w a s  m a rr ie d  to fe llo w  lib ra r ia n  

B a rb a ra  (Sco tt) w h o m  he m et as a lib rar- 

ia n sh ip  stu d en t, and  had  tw o  so n s , Sam  

and  Ta re k .
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