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I n Ju n e , m o re  th a n  1 7  0 0 0  l ib r a r ia n s  m et 

in N e w  O r le a n s  fo r th e  A m e r ic a n  L ib ra ry  

A s s o c ia t io n  A n n u a l c o n fe re n c e . A s  o n e  o f 

2 0 0  in te rn a t io n a l l ib r a r ia n s  in a t te n d a n c e , 

A L A  w a s  a g reat o p p o rtu n ity  to m e e t lib ra r­

ia n s  I'd  o n ly  e v e r  'm e t ' o n l in e . F a c e d  w ith  

o v e rw h e lm in g  c h o ic e  in  e v e ry  s e s s io n , an d  

th o u s a n d s  o f p ro g ram s to  a tte n d , I fo c u s se d  

on th o se  o ffe red  by the N e w  M e m b e rs  R o u n d  

T a b le  (N M R T ) an d  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f C o lle g e  

an d  R e se a rch  L ib ra r ie s  (A C R L ) .

N M R T  h o sts  a c o n fe r e n c e  o r ie n ta t io n , 

c o m m it te e  m e e t in g s , p ro g ra m s , an  e x h ib it  

b o o th , a n d  s e v e r a l s o c ia l  e v e n t s . N M R T  

m e m b e rs  a re  v e ry  in te re ste d  in th e  w o rk  b e ­

ing  d o n e  by  th e  N e w  G ra d u a te s  G ro u p  an d  

N G P A G  in A u s t ra lia . Fo r f irs t- t im e rs  at A L A , 

th e y  a re  w e lc o m in g , e n c o u ra g in g , a n d  do  

th e ir  best to h e lp  yo u  m a k e  se n se  o f a l l th e  

a c ro n y m s , m e e tin g s , an d  se ss io n s .

N M R T  h e ld  an  in sp ir in g  s e ss io n , 'L e a d e r­

sh ip  th rough  p u b lic a t io n : m a k in g  a d iffe re n c e  

w ith  s c h o la r s h ip ' , w h ic h  s h a re d  re a s o n s  to 

w r ite , in c lu d in g  to sh a re  id e as  an d  m a k e  an 

im p a c t  at a n y  le v e l o f th e  p ro fe s s io n .

'S h a k in g  th e  m o n e y  tre e : g rant w r it in g  for 

l ib ra r ia n s ' fro m  A C R L  c e n tre d  on th e  fu n d a ­

m e n ta ls  o f a p p ly in g  fo r p u b l ic , p r iv a te  a n d  

n o n -p ro fit  g rants fo r lib ra ry  p ro je c ts . Is y o u r 

id ea  u n iq u e !1 H a v e  you  d is c u sse d  it w ith  the 

g rant p ro g ram  o ff ice r?  F la v e  yo u  e n su re d  the 

m atch  fu n d in g  to y o u r p ro je c t?  T h e s e  b a s ic s  

and  m ore  w e re  d iscu sse d  b y  tw o  o f the  largest 

lib ra ry  g ra n t-m a k in g  b o d ie s  in th e  U S A , the  

Institu te  o f M u se u m  and  L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e s , and  

th e  N a tio n a l E n d o w m e n t fo r the  H u m a n it ie s .

'V a n illa  c o lle c t io n s : h ave  a lte rn a t ive  v ie w ­

p o in ts  d isa p p e a re d  from  a c a d e m ic  lib ra r ie s ? '

fro m  A C R L  a sk e d  w h a t  'a lte rn a t iv e ' a c tu a lly  

m e a n s , an d  o u t lin e d  h o w  a c a d e m ic  lib ra r ie s  

c u rre n t ly  fin d  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t n e w  p u b lic a ­

tio n s  in c lu d in g  a le rts , a p p ro v a l p la n s , c a ta ­

lo g u e s , an d  re c o m m e n d a t io n s . It w a s  n o ted  

that so m e  lib ra r ie s  h a ve  a c t iv e ly  so u g h t o u t 

p u b l ic a t io n s  by  s m a ll ,  in d e p e n d e n t  p re sse s  

and  h ave  seen  la rg e r th an  ave rag e  c ir c u la t io n  

s ta t is t ic s  fo r th o se  item s .

'C a ta lo g u e  t ra n s fo rm e d : fro m  t ra d it io n a l 

to e m e rg in g  m o d e ls  o f u se ' fe a tu re d  an  o v e r­

v ie w  o f N orth  C a ro lin a  state 's u se  o f E n d e c a  

to p o w e r th e ir  c a ta lo g u e  w ith  fa c e te d  b ro w s ­

ing , re le v a n c e  ra n k in g  an d  sp e ll c h e c k .

T h e  A C R L  P re s id e n t's  P ro g ram , 'T h e  E m ­

p e ro r has no c lo th e s : be it re so lve d  that in fo r­

m atio n  lite ra c y  is a fad  an d  w a ste  o f lib ra r ia n  

t im e  a n d  ta le n t ' ,  d e b a te d  th e  r e le v a n c e  o f 

in fo rm a tio n  lite ra c y . FH ighly e n te rta in in g , but 

fe w  w e re  s u rp r is e d  th a t th e  n e g a tiv e  o f th is  

re so lu t io n  w o n !

A L A  w a s  th e  firs t m a jo r  c o n fe re n c e  h e ld  

in N e w  O r le a n s  s in c e  H u r r ic a n e  K a t r in a  in 

A u g u st 2 0 0 5 . S e v e ra l p ro g ram s fo c u s se d  on  

th e  re c o v e ry  e ffo rts , s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e d  b y  l i ­

b ra r ie s  a fte r th e  sto rm , a n d  th e  p e rso n a l sto ­

rie s  o f  lo c a l l ib r a r ia n s . A lth o u g h  the F re n c h  

Q u a rte r  and  th e  c o n v e n t io n  ce n tre  itse lf h ave  

been  re p a ire d , th e re  is s t ill c o n s id e ra b le  d a m ­

age th ro u g h o u t th e  rest o f th e  c it y  an d  fu n d s  

a re  g re a t ly  n e e d e d  to re b u ild  lib r a r ie s  a n d  

c o lle c t io n s .

If yo u  h ave  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to attend  A L A , 

go! It is an a m a z in g  e x p e r ie n c e  to atten d  an  

in te rn a t io n a l c o n fe re n c e  o f th is  s iz e , an d  o n e  

that has e x c e p t io n a l p rog ram s an d  su p p o rt fo r 

n e w  g rad u a te s . ^

New EEI column co-ordinators
E n e rg ise  »  En th u se  »  In sp ire  w i l l  h ave  

tw o  c o -o rd in a to rs  in 2 0 0 7 . K a te  D a v is  

an d  N a o m i D o e sse l w i l l  step  up to the  

w ic k e t  on  b e h a lf  o f N e w  G ra d s .

M y  th an ks to Ka te  W a tso n  o f th e  U n iv e rs i­

ty  o f the S u n sh in e  C o ast lib ra ry , w h o  is re tiring  

from  th e  c o -o rd in a to r p o s it io n . K a te  has b een  

a w o n d e rfu l w o m a n  to w o rk  w ith . S h e  n e ve r 

m isse d  a d e a d lin e , and  p ro d u c e d  a ran g e  o f 

c o n s is te n t ly  in te restin g  c o n tr ib u to rs .

Kate Davis
Kate  D a v is  is a R e fe re n ce  

L ib ra r ia n  at the  N a tio n a l 

L ib ra ry  o f A u s t ra lia . She 

c o m p le te d  th e  G ra d u a te  

P ro g ra m  at th e  L ib ra r y  

in 2 0 0 5 . Ka te  is a re ce n t 

g ra d u a te  o f  th e  Q U T

G ra d D ip  in L IS , an d  has re se a rch  in te rests  in 

v ir tu a l re fe re n c e  a n d  th e  ro le  o f  th e  G e n  Y  

lib ra r ia n  in the fu tu re  o f the  lib ra ry  p ro fe ss io n . 

C o n ta c t  h e r at k d a v is @ n la .g o v .a u .

Naomi Doessel
N a o m i D o e s s e l  is  a ls o  

a re c e n t  g ra d u a te  o f  th e  

Q U T  G r a d D ip  in  L I S .

A fte r  w o rk in g  as  a R e fe r­

e n c e  L ib ra r ia n  at Q U T  fo r 

tw o  y e a r s  sh e  m o v e d  to  

L o n d o n . N a o m i c u r re n t ly  

w o rk s  as  a re s e a r c h e r  at 

a m a jo r  in v e s tm e n t b a n k , 

a n d  s p e n d s  h e r  t im e  g e tt in g  to  g r ip s  w ith  

b u s in e s s  in fo rm a t io n  an d  th e  L o n d o n  t ra n s ­

po rt sy s te m . C o n ta c t  h e r at n o m e sd @ ya h o o . 

c o m .a u .
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