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T he c o n s t ru c t io n  in d u s try  c o n t r ib ­

utes 6 0  per c e n t  o f th e  w o r ld 's  to ­

tal g re e n h o u se  g asses. It is not ju st 

e c o  but lo g ic a l, to tak e  a p ro -a c t iv e  an d  

re s p o n s ib le  ro le  in  th e  re fu rb is h m e n t  

an d  c o n s tru c t io n  o f lib ra r ie s .

E n v iro n m e n ta lly  s u s ta in a b le  d e v e l­

o p m e n t (E S D ), is s till in its in fan c y . T h e re  

is so m e  c o n fu s io n  ab o ut w h a t co n stitu tes 

an  e n v iro n m e n ta lly  f r ie n d ly  c h o ic e . A n d  

h o w  'e c o ' a re  the  e c o - la b e l led  p ro d u cts  

on  th e  m ark e t?  In g e n e ra l, th e  m ost im ­

po rtan t c o n s id e ra t io n  is the  re d u c tio n  o f 

e n v iro n m e n ta l im p a c t  th ro u g h  e n e rg y  

e f f ic ie n c y  a n d  th e  u se  o f re c y c le d  an d  

re c y c la b le  p ro d u c ts /c o m p o n e n ts .

M o st lo c a l a n d  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ts  

a re  e n fo rc in g  h ig h e r le v e ls  o f E S D  c o m ­

p l ia n c e  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  ra t in g s , bu t 

u lt im a te ly , it is th e  c l ie n t  th a t n e e d s  to 

b e  fu l ly  c o m m it te d  to  im p le m e n t  th is  

p r in c ip le . T h e  a d d it io n a l m a te r ia ls  an d  

la b o u r c o sts  in v o lv e d  in E S D  so lu t io n s  

c a n  be a is s u e , b u t as  th e  d e m a n d  in ­

c re a s e s  a n d  th e  m a rk e t  g ro w s , E S D  is 

b e c o m in g  m o re  e c o n o m ic a l.

In th e  n e w  W e s t R y d e  L ib ra ry , th e re  

w a s  a u n a n im o u s  c o m m itm e n t  fro m  

c l ie n t  a n d  c o n s u lta n ts  to  d e l iv e r  b est 

p ra c t ic e  d e s ig n , an d  to m a k e  th e  lib ra ry  

as e c o lo g ic a l ly  f r ie n d ly  as p o ss ib le . T h e  

m a in  a im  w a s  to h e lp  re d u c e  e n v ir o n ­

m e n ta l im p a c ts  an d  to c re a te  h e a lth ie r  

an d  p ro d u c t iv e  se tting s , fo c u s e d  on  e n ­

erg y  e f f ic ie n c y  an d  th e  u se  o f re c y c le d  

an d  re c y c la b le  m a te r ia ls .

E n e rg y  e f f i c ie n c y  a n d  lo w e r  r u n ­

n in g  co sts  w e re  a c h ie v e d  by th e  u se  o f 

d o u b le  g la z in g , w ith  lo w -E  g la ss , a lo n g  

th e  w e s t  a n d  so u th  fa c a d e s  to  a c h ie v e  

th e rm a l an d  a c o u s t ic  in s u la t io n , r e d u c ­

in g  th e  n e e d  fo r a ir  c o n d it io n in g . A l l  

lig h t in g  w a s  fitted  w ith  e n e rg y  e f f ic ie n t  

la m p s  a n d  th e  u se  o f  h a lo g e n  d o w n  

lig h ts  w a s  m in im is e d  a n d  s p e c i f ic a l ly  

u sed  fo r e ffe c t .

C e i l in g  t ile s  w e re  s e le c te d  fo r th e ir  

su p e r io r  a c o u s t ic  p e r fo rm a n c e  a n d  th e ir  

E S D  p e r fo rm a n c e  b e in g  m a d e  fro m  re ­

c y c le d  f ib e r g la s s .  

Fe a tu re  c e i lin g  p a n ­

e ls  and  jo in e ry  w e re  

m a d e  f ro m  E C O -  

p ly , lig h tw e ig h t p ly ­

w o o d  m a d e  f ro m  

fast g ro w in g  p o p la r  

p la n ta t io n  w o o d .

P ro d u c t  l i f e - c y ­

c l e ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  

a n d  m a in t e n a n c e  

n e e d  to  b e  c o n s id ­

ered  in e a c h  c h o ic e  o f f in is h e s . T h e  E S D  

p e r fo rm a n c e  o f f lo o r f in is h e s  is c r i t ic a l ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  c a rp e t s . T h e s e  c o v e r  th e  

la rgest a re a s  an d  a re  the  m ost fre q u e n tly  

ch a n g e d  b u ild in g  c o m p o n e n ts  (e v e ry  5 

to 10  y e a rs ) . C a rp e t  t i le s  w e re  th e  best 

c h o ic e . T h e y  h a ve  a h ig h  p e r fo rm a n c e  

le v e l a n d  re d u c e  m a in te n a n c e  as o n ly  

sm a ll se c tio n s  need  to be re p la c e d . T h e y  

a ls o  a l lo w  f le x ib il it y  o f d e s ig n  e n h a n c ­

in g  th e  a b i l i t y  to  e m p h a s is e  s e p a ra te  

fu n c t io n a l a re a s . T h e  t im b e r f lo o r in the  

p e r im e te r  lo u n g e  a re a s  w a s  m a d e  fro m  

re c y c le d  t im b e r, g iv in g  it a w a rm e r  an d  

m o re  liv e d - in  lo o k .

A lth o u g h  m a te r ia ls  c a n  be re c y c le d , 

it is im p o rta n t to re d u c e  b u ilt- in  f u r n i­

tu re , w h ic h  is h a rd  to  re u s e . W ith  th e  

e x c e p t io n  o f a fe w  ite m s , m o st o f th e  

fu rn itu re  in W e s t R y d e  L ib ra ry  w a s  kep t 

fre e s ta n d in g  an d  m o d u la r  fo r e a sy  d is ­

m a n tlin g  an d  re lo c a t io n , e n a b lin g  fu tu re  

re c o n f ig u ra t io n s  an d  re u se .

E c o - f r ie n d ly  e n v iro n m e n ts  a re  n o t 

d e fin e d  b y  a p a r t ic u la r  s ty le ; it is th e  

d e s ig n e rs ' s k il l  that a c h ie v e s  th e  c lie n t 's  

v is io n  w ith o u t c o m p ro m is in g  E S D  p r in ­

c ip le s .

It is th e  c l ie n t 's  a n d  d e s ig n  p ro fe s ­

s io n a ls ' re s p o n s ib il ity  to le ad  th e  w a y .
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