
Obituary

W e n d y  S m i t h  -  s h a p i n g  l i b r a r y  p r e s e r v a t i o n

F o rm e r co llea gu es  and fr ie n d s  o f 
W endy Smith were saddened to hear 
o f her death in M andurah, Western 

Australia, on 1 August 2006. W endy con ­
tr ib u te d  m uch to  the  im p ro ve m e n t o f 
preservation practice in Austra lian lib rar­
ies during the 1980s and 1990s. Her ca­
reer in libraries was not her first. Equipped 
w ith  a research masters in tex tile  chem ­
istry from  the U n ive rs ity  o f N ew  South 
W ales, she began her w o rk in g  life  as a 
textile  scientist before teaching chem istry 
at the U n ive rs ity  o f Papua N ew  G uinea 
in the late 1960s. She then w orked as a 
com puter program m er in England where 
her interest in the conservation o f cultural 
materials was k ind led.

Back in Australia in the late 1970s she 
took  a masters degree at the U n ivers ity  
o f C anberra, spe c ia lis in g  in conserva ­
tion  o f paper-based materials. This led to 
em p loym ent at the N ationa l M useum  o f 
Australia before she jo ine d  the N ational 
L ibrary o f Austra lia and w orked  in Pres­
ervation Services (of w h ich  she became 
D ire c to r) to  d e ve lo p  a new  approach  
to the conserva tion  o f lib ra ry  m ateria ls
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-  one tha t ex tended its focus beyond 
treatm ent o f ind iv idua l items to engaging 
staff th roughout the library in responsibil­
ity fo r the long-term  care o f co llections. 
W endy's enthusiasm  fo r exp and ing  her 
ow n know ledge and her interest in ga in­
ing a thorough understanding o f the needs 
and p ro fess iona l m o tiva tio n s  o f those 
she w o rked  w ith  led her to com p le te  a 
Graduate D ip lom a in Librarianship at the 
U niversity o f Canberra in the 1980s.

Her role in shaping preservation edu­
cation for librarians during  the 1990s en­
sured that the benefit o f her experience in 
forg ing this new approach was passed on 
to emerging professionals. As a lecturer at 
the University o f Canberra she taught pa­
per conservation and lib rary and archives 
preservation. She also w o rked  w ith  the 
University o f New South W ales' School of 
Library and A rchive Studies to adapt into 
a new preservation adm in istra tion course 
an earlier tra in ing course in library preser­
vation she had mapped ou t w ith  fund ing 
from  IFLA. L ib ra ry  p rese rva tion  w o rk ­
shops, delivered w ith  Ross Harvey (then 
at M onash University 's G raduate School 
o f L ib ra riansh ip ) th ro u g h  A LIA  APSIG, 
in Thailand, V ie tnam  and Fiji deepened 
her know ledge o f the problem s faced by 
Asian and Pacific nations.

H e l e n  R o b e r t s  

r e t i r e s  f r o m  A N U

W e are e n o rm o u s ly  fo rtu n a te  
in the ACT to  have lib ra rians 
w hose  c o n tr ib u tio n  to th e ir  

libraries, the ir sectors and to the Austra l­
ian L ibrary and In fo rm a tion  Association 
are ou ts tand ing . H e len  Roberts is one 
o f these. She has now  re tired from  The 
A us tra lian  N a tion a l U n ive rs ity , where, 
fo r the past 1 7 years, she was the Law 
Librarian.

Helen was a consum m ate law  librar­
ian, taking her career seriously and com ­
p le ting  her law degree at The Austra lian 
N a tio n a l U n iv e rs ity  in the  1995 . She 
was a very active m em ber o f the Austra l­
ian Law L ibrarians group , g iv in g  many 
presentations and co n tribu ting  to  discus­
sions on a w ide  range o f issues. She has 
w ritten  extensively, con tribu ting  the ACT 
state news co lum n to the Australian Law 
Librarian for many years.

The epitom e o f an active professional, 
Helen w ill be remembered by most in the

R e tu rn ing  to  the  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  
in 1996, W endy led the establishm ent of 
the p ilo t W eb arch iv ing pro ject that later 
became the PANDORA archive o f Austral­
ian on line publications, an early response 
to the challenges o f preserving d ig ita l in ­
form ation in this country. Retirem ent for 
W endy was dom inated by her interest in 
sharing her deep know ledge and expe­
rience o f lib ra ry  preservation w ith  those 
w ho m ight benefit from  it. W ork in g  as a 
volunteer, and ab ly  assisted by her hus­
band M ichae l, she spent tim e at the Na­
tional Library o f Laos and at the Jose Rival 
Museum at the University o f the Southern 
Philippines and delivered tra in ing courses 
in Samoa and the Cook Islands. W endy 
w ill be remem bered for her readiness to 
take on cha lleng ing  tasks, to w o rk  out a 
sensible way o f tack ling  them and, most 
importantly, to finish them. Sadly one task 
remains unfin ished -  the doctora l thesis 
she was very near c o m p le tin g  th rough 
Charles Sturt University. The onslaught of 
illness in D ecem ber last year prevented 
her from  add ing this to the research into 
p ro b lem s  o f p re se rv in g  and en su ring  
long-term  access to d ig ita l in fo rm a tio n , 
as w e ll as to her many other contributions 
to our profession.

Rachel Salm ond an d  Ross H arvey

l a w  l i b r a r y

ACT -  apart from  her con tribu tions as the 
A N U  Law Librarian -  as the President of 
the ALIA  ACT U n ive rs ity  and Research 
Libraries G roup (URLs) and ALIA  ACTive 
G roup Convenor and executive member. 
H e len has cha ired  the A LIA  C o pyrig h t 
and Intellectua l Property Advisory G roup 
for the past three years, steering it through 
m any com p le x  issues. She is a lso w e ll 
know  for her presentations on purchasing 
e lectron ic resources, w h ich  she has given 
in a num ber o f states and the ACT.

She is a true ALIA star. The past couple 
o f years have been ones w here  Helen 's 
tremendous energy has provided w onder­
fu l opportun ities  pro fessiona lly  and per­
sonally. I feel priv ileged  to have w orked 
closely w ith  Helen and hope that she w ill 
continue to provide support and advice to 
ALIA colleagues in the ACT. W e also wish 
her the very best in the future, w ith  a new 
grandch ild  and many other interests.

Roxanne M issingham
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