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Friday 6 October 2006, Ftawthorn Town Hall (Melbourne, Victoria)

ontinuing the great work in supporting East

Timor's libraries a third trivia night will be held

on Friday 6 October 2006 at the Hawthorn
Town Hall. Brian Nankervis, Melbourne-based writer
and comedian, will be the guest Master of Ceremo-
nies Extraordinaire along with other guest trivia mas-
ters including Lonely Planet's Tony Wheeler, Reading
Books and Music CEO Mark Rubbo, and Anne-Marie
Schwirtlich - State Librarian and CEO of the State
Library of Victoria. Tickets are $50 per person. All
money raised will go directly to East Timor libraries.
Attendance upwards of 400 people is expected.

Libraries in East Timor are heavily used, despite
their very poor condition. It should come as no sur-
prise after over 400 years of colonisation and 24 years
of occupation that most libraries across East Timor
are, without exception, housed in war-ravaged or
neglected buildings requiring serious building main-
tenance. They have none of the equipment and facili-
ties we regard as standard for library services. Public
library services are essential to develop reading skills,
information services, social programs and ski lls-based
training. Most EastTimoreans rely on libraries for ac-
cess to learning materials and study space. Funds are

desperately
needed as
most libraries

The Aceh Provincial Library, Banda
Aceh, late February 2005

in East Timor
have no in-
come and

therefore no way of acquiring new books and other
learning materials.

A group of dedicated people from the Victorian
Public Library Network and the State Library of Vic-
toria have organised two successful Library Books for
East Timor Trivia Nights at the Hawthorn Town Hall in
2004 and 2005. An incredible $58 634 was raised at
these two events to assist East Timor's fledgling library
network. The organisers of the event are participating
purely and completely on a voluntary basis. Partners
involved to date are Viclink-Victorian Public Library
Network, Australian Volunteers International, State
Library of Victoria, Friends of the SLV, Maribyrnong
City Council and City of Boroondara.

Why this event?
We aim to raise money to:

e Provide funding for the development of library
collections in relevant languages includingTetun,
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Media literacy award

for teacher-librarians

New award for media literacy enhancement

eacher-librarians who have
been making an impact on
T media literacy in their school A S L A
can enter for a new award. It is
sponsored by EnhanceTV and the
Australian School Library Asso-
ciation (ASLA). This national award
recognises and honours outstanding
Australian teacher-librarians who demonstrate a high level of
achievement in the award criteria, making a positive impact on
media literacy within the school.
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The award carries cash prizes from EnhanceTV, for use in
the library. The first prize is $1000, and two Highly Commend-
ed prizes are also awarded, $500 each.

The Teacher Librarian Innovation Award for Media Liter-
acy Enhancement is open to qualified teacher-librarians who
belong to one of the ASLA member associations and whose
school is licensed by Screenrights. (ASLA points out that all
government schools and most other schools are licensed by
Screenrights.)

The award criteria and entry form can be downloaded
from http://www.asla.org.au/advocacy/award/EnhanceTV.htm.
Nominations must be endorsed by the member organisation
of ASLA.

Entries close on 16 October 2006, and must be submitted
electronically. #
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