
What a way to spend Easter!
he N a tiona l L ibrary ho lds the  largest and 
m ost s ig n if ic a n t fo lk  c o lle c t io n  in A us­
tra lia , w ith  fie ld  record ings d o cu m e n tin g  

tra d itio n a l m usic go ing  back to the n ine teen th  
cen tury as w e ll as an active program  o f con tem ­
po ra ry  c o lle c t in g  in a ll states. In recen t years 
the L ibrary has active ly  p rom oted  the co lle c tio n  
so tha t it can be used and en joyed  by fo lk  fans 
o ld  and  new , m u s ic ia n s  and 
perform ers.

O ne  o f the largest fo lk  festi­
vals in the country, the N a tiona l 
Folk Festival, he ld in Canberra 
eve ry  Easter, a ttracts an a u d i­
ence o f m ore than 50 000  peo­
p le  fro m  a ll ove r A u s tra lia  as 
w e ll as hundreds o f perform ers 
across a range o f genres. It's a 
w o n d e rfu l venue to  spread the 
w o rd  a b o u t th e  N a tio n a l L i­
brary's fo lk  co lle c tio n  as w e ll as 
the  range and d ive rs ity  o f o u r 
o the r c o lle c tio n s  and services.

Th is yea r o u r usua l in fo r ­
m ation  m arquee was 
t r a n s fo rm e d  in to  
'th e  L o u n g e ',  th e  
venue fo r a series o f 
co n ve rsa tio n s  w ith  
va riou s  Festival p e rfo rm e rs  c a lle d  
'Live@ theLounge'. A ttendance at the 
seven 'L ive@ theLounge ' in te rv ie w s 
to ta lle d  an am a z in g  2 9 3 0  p e op le , 
and over 67 00  Festival t ic k e t-h o ld ­
ers en joyed o ther L ibrary-sponsored 
events.

N e a rly  50  L ib ra ry  s ta ff v o lu n ­
teered this year, staffing the m arquee 
fo r ove r 38 hours, and a ro a m in g  
pho tog rapher spent th ree days ca p ­
tu r in g  the  a tm osphere  at the  m any 

L ib ra ry  events at the  Festival. A il L ib ra ry  v o l­
unteers rece ived  a free 
w eekend  pass in return 
fo r th e ir  tim e  and m any 
to o k  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
spend most o f Easter en­
jo y in g  the Festival.

For th e  v e ry  f ir s t  
t im e , w e  p ro v id e d  a 
p u b l ic  (an d  w ire le s s ) 
in te rn e t se rv ic e , s u p ­
p o rte d  by TransACT, a 
m a jo r ICT serv ice  p ro ­
v id e r . L ib ra ry  v o lu n ­

teers, resp lenden t in c o lo u rfu l t-sh irts, d e m o n ­
strated the  L ibrary 's o n lin e  services and staffed 
the  p u b lic a t io n s  and le a fle t d isp lay . O u ts id e  
the m arquee, w e  p ro jec ted  a con tin u o u s  Pow­
erPoint s lide show  p ro m o tin g  ou r d ig ita l c o lle c ­
tions  and o n lin e  services.

W e estim ate  a round 1000 pe op le  to o k  ad ­
van tage  o f th e  free in te rn e t access: ch e ck in g  

e m a ils , m o n ito r in g  b id s  
fo r m usica l instrum ents on 
eBay, recharg ing  th e ir m o ­
b ile  phones, d o in g  in te rne t 
ba nk ing , a p p ly in g  fo r jobs 
and even checking the ir lat­
est RSVP dates! V o lunteers 
in the  m arq ue e  answ ered  
a p p ro x im a te ly  1 0 0 0  in ­
q u ir ie s  on  th e  ro le  o f the  
L ib ra ry  and o th e r sub jects 
as d ive rse  as soc ia l d a n c ­
ing, le a rn in g  the  u ku le le , 
f in d in g  G a e lic  m us ic , us­
ing L ib ra ries A us tra lia  and 
lo ca tin g  m anuscrip ts.

The 2006  N a tiona l Folk 
F e llow sh ip  rec ip ien ts , Ben 
a n d  A d r ia n  S te p h e n so n , 
ro c k e d  an e n th u s ia s t ic  
a u d ie n ce  w ith  th e ir  w o rk ­

shops and w e re  jo ined  by a ll the p rev ious Folk 
F e llow sh ip  rec ip ien ts  in a rio tous concert. The 
N a tio n a l Folk F e llow sh ip  is jo in t ly  fun ded  by 
the  N a tio n a l Folk Festival and the N a tion a l L i­
brary, and is designed to h ig h lig h t the fo lk  c o l­
lec tions in the  L ibra ry archives.

A ltogether, the en tire  gam ut o f the nation 's 
rich  fo lk  tra d itio n  was w e ll represented, sho w ­
ing the re levance and va lue o f lib ra ry  p a rtic ip a ­
t io n  in co m m u n a l events such as the N a tiona l 
Folk Festival.
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