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L ive rock m usic heralded the arrival 
o f e-books at the S horelink Library 
N etw ork on the evening o f W ednes­

day 25 May 2005 at W illo u g h b y  C ity L i­
brary. A party du rin g  A ustra lian  Library 
and In fo rm a tion  W eek seemed the best 
way to ce lebrate the in tro d u c tio n  o f an 
exciting  new co llec tion  o f e lec tron ic  ver­
sions o f pub lished books to Lane Cove, 
M a n ly , M o sm a n , N o rth  S ydney and 
W illo u g h b y  lib ra ry customers.

A Library Developm ent Grant in 2001 
enabled the e-book technology pro ject to 
develop from provid ing e-Book readers to 
having instant access to  books, w hether 
the reader is at the library, at hom e —  in 
fact anywhere, anytim e, day or n igh t via 
the internet! N e tlib ra ry.com  provides the 
fa c ility  to  read on line : the cost o f o ffline  
software was beyond the budget. Another 
supplier w il l soon offer both on lin e  and 
o fflin e  fac ilities  for one price, so w e an­
tic ip a te  that t it le  d o w n lo a d in g  w i l l  be­
com e available. H and-he ld  devices can 
be used to read e-books as long as they 
support A dobe Reader —  iPods do not 
and cannot be used at this stage.

The eBook pro ject is an outstanding 
exam ple o f co llabora tion  between five l i­
braries w ith in  the Shorelink Library N et­
w ork. In itself, this sp irit o f co-operation 
in our group has been a positive, happy 
le a rn ing  exp e rience  le a d in g  to c lose r 
w o rk in g  re la tionsh ip . Together the sup­
pliers were assessed, the books selected. 
C ata logu ing , ava ila b ility , p u b lic ity , and

access issues were discussed and agreed 
upon. The on -go ing  cost o f th is  p ro je c t 
is shared by the Shorelink Libraries N et­
w o rk  on a subscrip tion basis, depend ing 
on the con ten t, features and so fo rth , 
w h ich  varies from  sup p lie r to  supp lie r. 
Together w e  w ill ensure the c o lle c tio n , 
like every co llec tio n , con tinues to meet 
the needs o f ou r customers.

Netlibrary.com  supplies a large range 
o f n o n -fic tio n  titles  rang ing from  travel 
gu ides, business, ph ilosophy, and over 
3 0 0 0  p u b lic -d o m a in  lite ra ry  classics, 
in c lud in g  Shakespeare, Charles D ickens 
and m ore. N ego tia tions  are co n tin u in g  
w ith  suppliers w ho  w ill p rov ide  a w id e r 
range o f Austra lian content.

eBook access is free for mem bers o f 
the Shorelink Library N e tw ork  (after con ­
tacting the ir S hore link lib ra ry  and creat­
ing an o n lin e  accoun t). Access is on a 
tim ed basis and the titles can be issued 
fo r a specific  pe riod  o f tim e  as desired, 
such as 4 days. Access to eBooks requires 
A c rob a t Reader 7 or la ter ve rs ion . No 
fees are invo lved  and eBooks are a va il­
able w ith  our other on -line  databases and 
services. eBook usage may reflect the be­
lie f held by some that the focus o f eBooks 
should be on the prov is ion  o f factua l in ­
form ation  and as a useful reference too l. 
To ascertain usage patterns, on -lin e  feed­
back from  eBook users is encouraged, 
toge the r w ith  the c o lle c tio n  o f data o f 
usage o f resources. By D ecem ber 2005, 
884 people had registered to use eBooks

and the 268 subscrip tion titles had been 
accessed 2311 tim es: a positive start to 
use o f a new  resource.

O n -g o in g  p ro m o t io n  raises p u b ­
lic  aw areness o f th is  new  c o lle c t io n . 
A num ber o f ideas have been pu t in to  
practice, in c lud in g  advertis ing the ava il­
a b ility  o f eBooks in ou r loca l new spa­
pers, lib ra ry  in fo rm a tio n  brochures and 
in fo rm a tio n  on ou r websites. A special 
pub lica tion, using our slogan 'O pen your 
w orld . Open an eBook', and our 'p u ll-u p ' 
banner are a ttrac tive  and eye-catch ing. 
eBooks are p ro m oted  to  new  mem bers 
when they jo in . 'In tro d u c tio n  to eBooks' 
tu toria ls  have begun. M ost branch lib rar­
ies are p la n n in g  sem inars fo r HSC stu­
dents w ho  use the eBooks.

W e love ou r books. O u r attachm ent 
to them  is strong! How ever, the tim e  is 
right now to give eBooks a place in our 
lib ra ry  co llec tions , a llo w in g  a new and 
exciting  product a chance to demonstrate 
its w orth . Shore link L ibrary N e tw ork  has 
accepted the challenge. ■

Visual impact in Darwin
Barbara Hickey, project officer, Darwin City Libraries Council

H ow  can you p rom ote  co m m u n ity  awareness o f you r 
lib ra ry  in a re la tive ly  inexpensive way, reach ing  the 
w h o le  (w e ll almost) p o pu la tio n  o f the city? Television 

advertising? Yes, good, but it is very expensive and not every­
one watches TV. Newspaper ads? Yes, but tom orro w  that paper 
w ill be w rapped around you r potato peelings.

For years D a rw in  C ity  C o unc il Libraries used a p la in  w h ite  

van to cou rie r m ail and books around ou r fou r branches. W e

used it to  transport props 

and m a te ria ls  to  Shows 

and Expos, ta x i v is ito rs , 

move furn itu re, trips to the 

dum p —  it has even been 

ca lle d  upon to d e live r l i ­

brary items to our Flouse- 

bo un d  Service m em bers.

In fac t, the  n o n d e s c rip t 

van tra v e lle d  the leng th  

and breadth o f D a rw in  for 

4 -5  hours every day o f the

w e e k  w i th o u t  

any v is u a l im ­

pact whatsoever.

W ha t a waste!

D u rin g  a re­

cent b ra ins to rm ­

ing session it suddenly becam e obvious that w ith  a single o u t­

lay o f a round  $1200 ou r message c o u ld  be ou t there fo r all 

D a rw in  to  see. W hen  you are s itting  be h ind  a large ve h ic le  

at the ligh ts it is a lm ost im poss ib le  not to  read w ha teve r is 

d isp layed on the back. If you pass it in tra ffic , o r even w a lk in g  

do w n  the street, a s ign -w ritten  veh ic le  catches the eye. Even 

if you d o n 't take in the small prin t, the Libraries logo has been 

su b lim in a lly  etched in to  your brain.

W e opted fo r rem ovab le acry lic  signs as the corpora te van 

is due to  be traded in early next year. As you can see from  the 

photos there is no m istak ing w here ou r libraries are located, 

and w here you can find  us on the w eb. And, o f course, a per­

sonalised num ber p late LIBRARY. ■
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