
I ' m  l o c k e d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  b u t  d o n ' t  h e l p !

D a rw in  C ity  C o u n c il L ib ra rie s  lo c k e d  38  w i l l in g  
1 5 -1 7  ye a r-o ld  lib ra ry  m em bers  in the  C asuarina  
library ove rn ight during  Youth W eek (9-1 7 A pril 2005). 

Even the  sta ff lo cke d  in w ith  them  cam e o u t ask ing  w h en  
they c o u ld  d o  it again.

The o ld e r s ta ff tu rn e d  up b r ig h t and ea rly  on S aturday 
m o rn in g  to  feed and rescue the staff w h o  had been locked  in 
from  8 :3 0 p m  Friday n igh t w ith  the en thusiastic , liv e ly  kids. 
N o -o n e  w a n te d  rescu ing , a ll w e re  s m ilin g  and s till w id e ­
aw ake . The fo o d  sup p lies  w e re  lo w  how ever, so o u r a rm ­
loads o f M a c D o n a ld 's  ensured w e  w e re  fo llo w e d  w h ereve r 
w e  w e n t a ro u n d  the  lib ra ry . N o -o n e  was lo o k in g  fo r  th e ir  
rides hom e, even the  secu rity  guard linge red  over breakfast 
to  te ll us w h a t a g rea t n ig h t he 'd  had. N o  tro u b le , lots o f 
conve rsa tion  and fun .

A  sm all team  o f tw o  trainees [school leavers], the ch ild ren  
and you th  services lib ra ria n  and a lib ra ry  assistant p lanned  
the lo c k - in , fo u n d  the  sponso rsh ip  and o rgan ised a d ve rtis ­
ing. There was a p izza  supper a ro un d  1 1 :00pm , w ith  lo llies , 
ch ips, cho co la tes  and d rinks  ava ila b le  th ro u g h o u t the  n igh t. 
The kids a rrived  w ith  teddies, m ob iles, friends and th e ir ow n  
fa vo u rite  snacks.

They set up lit t le  enclaves in eve ry  a va ila b le  n o ok  and 
c ranny  o f the  lib ra ry  and then de c id ed  w h e the r to  p lay the 
XBoxes o r P laystations, sit at the in te rne t te rm in a ls  a ll n igh t, 
w a tch  the  D V D s on the w a ll-s iz e  screen w ith  fu ll su rround 
sound, take pa rt in the q u ic k  qu izzes, read o r jus t cha t the 
n igh t aw ay o r d o  eve ry th ing .

The en thus iasm  was so h igh a fter the Youth W eek lock- 
in tha t w e  set ab ou t p la n n in g  ano the r one in N o vem b er fo r 
the 1 2 -1 4  year o lds. This g ro up  assured us they fe lt le ft ou t

because  th e y  w e re  e x c lu d e d  fro m  the  Youth W e e k  event. 
The response fro m  the  kids w h o  a ttended in N o vem b er was 
jus t as en thus ias tic  -  and m ost o f  them  w e re  boys. This tim e  
a ro u n d  w e  in v ite d  the m  fo r a da nce  lesson fo llo w e d  by tea, 
w ith  som e he lp  fro m  Red Rooster. The secu rity  com p an y  d o ­
nated th e ir services the  second tim e  around, as d id  the sound 
h ire  com p an y. The p la n n in g  team  to o k  on bo a rd  the  k id 's  
com m e n ts  from  Youth W eek and de c id ed  no t to  have DVDs, 
instead w e  'h ire d ' a d isco  m a ch in e  and the kids to o k  turns 
b e in g  the  D j w h e n  th e y  w e re n 't  on the  in te rn e t, ch a tting , 
read ing  o r p lay in g  the  games m achines. The even ing  fin ished 
w ith  a p izza  supper a ro un d  1 1 :30 pm . Sm iles w e re  in a b u n ­
dance  again from  a ll in vo lve d  w ith  the  second lo ck -in .

National Youth Week 2 0 0 6

N ational Youth W eek 2006 yQytfiv êeK 
was 1-9 April. Start planning 1 9#|,rl12006 
so m eth in g  for next Youth  
W eek (dates still to be confirmed), or just 
go ahead and get young users into the li­
brary at any time!

For more information on Youth Week, 
go to h ttp :/ /w w w .g e n e ra te .q ld .g o v . 
au /co m m u n ity _p a rtic ip a tio n /n a tio n a l_  
youth_w eek/. ■
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W o u ld  w e  do  it again? Yes! It's fun , and it b u ild s  a w o n ­
de rfu l po s itive  p ic tu re  o f lib ra ries  fo r you ng  pe op le  w h o  w ill 
be to m o rro w 's  d e c is io n -m a ke rs .

F ra n c e s  O 'R e i l l y  -  C h i ld r e n  a n d  y o u th  s e rv ic e s  l ib r a r ia n ,

D a r w in  C i t y  C o u n c i l  L ib ra r ie s

A L I A  w a n t s  y o u . . .

J o i n  A L I A ' s  P D  s c h e m e  n o w

D id you know? The PD year 
com m ences  on 1 July o f 
th e  f in a n c ia l yea r yo u  

e le c t to  jo in  th e  sche m e  and  
ends on 30  June, irre sp e c tive  o f 
yo u r jo in in g  date. Your PD is re ­
co rd ed  ove r a th ree -yea r pe riod , 
o r t r ie n n iu m . This m eans if  you 
jo in  the schem e today (or be fore  
30 June 2 0 0 6 ) you  w i l l  be ab le  
to  a llo c a te  p o in ts  fo r a ll PD a c ­
tiv itie s  you have undertaken from  
1 July 2005 u n til 30 June 2006 .

Your PD tr ie n n iu m  w i l l  run 
fro m  1 July 2 0 0 5 -3 0  June 2006 , 
1 July 2 0 0 6 -3 0  June 2 0 0 7  and 
1 July 2 0 0 7 -3 0  June 2 0 08 . Your 
first tr ien n ium  w ill end on 30 June 
2 0 0 8  and the  second w i l l  c o m ­
m ence on 1 July 2008  and so on. 
O ng o in g  co m p lia n ce  requires the

a c c u m u la t io n  o f a m in im u m  o f 

30 poin ts annua lly  and 120 points 

over the tr ie n n iu m .

D o n 't de lay because the new 

PD yea r and  re c o rd in g  p e rio d  

starts on 1 July 2 0 0 6 . Personal 

A s s o c ia te  an d  L ib ra ry  te c h n i­

c ia n  m em bers : Register n o w  to 

ge t sta rted  at h ttp :/ /a lia .o rg .a u / 

m e m b e rs -o n  ly / e d u c a t io n /p d /  

reg is te r.h tm l? rea lm =10.

If yo u  have  an y  q u e s tio n s  

ab ou t ALIA 's PD services, ALIA's 

PD sche m e  o r th e  b e n e fits  o f 

ke e p in g  y o u r p ro fe ss io na l sk ills  

a n d  k n o w le d g e  up  to  d a te , 

p le a se  v is i t  h t tp : / /a l ia .o rg .a u /  
e d u c a t io n /p d /  o r  c o n ta c t  J ill 

Yvanovich by e-mail pd@alia.org.au 

o r ph 02 6215 8258. -
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