A focus on information research

T he Information and Telecommunications
Research (ITNR), a research group that
is a joint venture of Monash and Charles

Sturt Universities, has three current informa-

tion-related research projects under way that

are of interest to the library sector. The diversity
of the projects shows how varied ‘information’

research can be.

One day, we'll all invest this way!

Regulating online investment

This project is investigating the need for legal
regulation to increase the safety of online invest-
ing, given the greater vulnerability of investors
who use this mode. The study is significant be-
cause little is known about how investors seek
information without the advice of a professional
adviser. The empirical work of the project will
take place in 2006; starting with a preliminary
survey to collect background information about
the kinds of investments online investors are
making, and their associated information-seek-
ing activities. A number of participants in the
survey will be invited to take part in individual

interviews. This is an ARC Discovery Project.

If you are an online investor and would like
to take part in this project, we would be very
pleased to hear from you. We would also be
grateful if you would tell other online inves-
tors who might be interested. The URL for
the survey is: http://infotech.monash.edu.au/
webservices/surveys/kw/.

Generating knowledge and avoiding plagiarism:
Smart information use by secondary students
Plagiarism is now a major problem world wide,

especially in tertiary education. The ‘informa-

RAILS 3 - call for papers

tion use in relation to plagiarism' project will
both work to define what plagiarism is, and help
ameliorate the problem.. This will be done in
creative ways, without using detection as the
principal focus, by beginning the education
process well before students come to tertiary
education. A coalition of CSU academics and
a representative range of secondary schools (in-
cluding a country high school) are partners with
a vision of a research project that will benefit
the secondary school and tertiary sectors. This

is an ARC Linkage project.

Public libraries as a catalyst for community
connection, participation, and creativity:
the case of the retiring baby boomers
Australia, like other western countries, is experi-
encing major demographic change. Throughout
their lifetimes, baby boomers have had signifi-
cant influence on Australian society. This project
will assess the needs of retiring baby boomers
in order to develop public library services that
will foster boomers' connection with, and par-
ticipation in, their community and stimulate
their creativity. An innovative element will be a
‘knowledge commons', based on the principles
of e-democracy using cutting edge technology
to encourage participation in planning and de-
cision-making. This is a proposed ARC Linkage
project.

If you have any questions about any of the
projects, please contact me: kirsty.williamson@
infotech.monash.edu.au or kwilliamson@ csu.

edu.au.

Kirsty Williamson, director, Information and
Telecommunications Needs Research

RAILS 3: Research Applications in Library and Information Studies, Friday 22 September 2006, and
New Researcher Consortium, Saturday 23 September 2006. Perth, organised by Information Studies,
Curtin University with support from the State Library ofWA, in conjunction with the ALIA CLICK 06
conference. If you are carrying out research into any aspect of LIS and can link it to practice, you
are invited to submit your paper proposal by 15 April 2006. Papers covering research in the broad
area of LIS or in a more specialised component of the field are welcomed. The paper proposals
will be peer-reviewed and all papers accepted will be refereed. For more information contact Dr
Kerry Smith, convenor, RAILS 3, Information Studies, Faculty of Media, Society & Culture Curtin
University of Technology [k.smith@curtin.edu.au, ph 08 9266 7217]. ]
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Are you interested in having a satisfying, stimulating career where the
areas you can apply your knowledge are only limited by your imagination?
Are you interested inworking in diverse and dynamic workplaces?

If you answered YESto both of these questions, then a career in Library
and Information Services is for you:

« Associate Degree of Science (Library Technology)

« Bachelor of Science (Library Technology)

Ifonation
R

May 2006

303ECU2020/4164/UG

« Bachelor of Science (Library Technology) / Bachelor of Science
(Communication and Information Technology)

For more information, please contact the Student Support Officer on

(089370 6299, e-mil: scis.info@ecu.edu.au or visit wwww.scis.ecu.edu.au

Wwww.ecugreatcareers.com
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