
A focus on information research
T he In fo rm atio n  and T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

R e se a rch  ( IT N R ) , a re se a rch  g ro u p  that 

is a jo in t ven tu re  of M onash  and  C h a rle s  

Sturt U n iv e rs it ie s , has th re e  c u rre n t in fo rm a ­

tio n -re la te d  re se a rch  p ro je c ts  u n d e r w a y  that 

are o f in terest to the lib ra ry  sector. Th e  d ive rs ity  

of the p ro jects sh o w s h o w  varied  'in fo rm a tio n ' 

research  can  be.

One day, we'll all invest this way!
Regulating online investment
T h is  p ro je c t is in ve st ig a tin g  the need  fo r legal 

regulation to in crease  the safety o f o n lin e  invest­

ing, g iven  the g reater v u ln e ra b ility  o f investo rs 

w h o  use th is m ode. The  study is s ig n ifica n t b e­

cau se  little  is kno w n  about h ow  investo rs seek 

in form ation  w ith o u t the ad v ice  of a p ro fessiona l 

ad vise r. The  e m p ir ic a l w o rk  of the p ro je c t w il l 

take  p la ce  in 2 0 0 6 ; starting  w ith  a p re lim in a ry  

su rvey  to c o lle c t backg ro u nd  in fo rm ation  about 

the k in d s  o f in ve stm e n ts  o n lin e  in ve sto rs  are  

m ak in g , and th e ir a sso c ia ted  in fo rm atio n -se e k­

ing a c t iv it ie s . A  n u m b e r o f p a rtic ip a n ts  in the 

su rvey  w il l  be inv ited  to take  part in in d iv id u a l 

in te rv ie w s . Th is  is an A R C  D isc o ve ry  P ro ject.

I f  you  are an o n lin e  in vesto r an d  w o u ld  like  

to take part in this p ro je c t , w e w o u ld  b e  very  

p lea sed  to hear from  you . W e w o u ld  a lso  be  

gratefu l i f  you  w o u ld  tell o ther o n lin e  in ves­

tors w ho  m igh t b e  in te rested . The U R L  fo r 

the su rvey  is : h ttp ://in fo tech .m onash .edu .au/  

w ebserv ices/su rveys/kw /.

Generating knowledge and avoiding plagiarism: 
Smart information use by secondary students
P lag ia rism  is n o w  a m a jo r p rob lem  w o rld  w id e , 

e s p e c ia lly  in te rt ia ry  e d u ca tio n . Th e  'in fo rm a ­

tion  use  in re la tio n  to p la g ia r ism ' p ro je c t w il l  

both w o rk  to define  w hat p lag iarism  is, and help 

a m e lio ra te  the  p ro b le m .. T h is  w il l  be  d o n e  in 

c re a t iv e  w a y s , w ith o u t u sin g  d e te c tio n  as the 

p r in c ip a l fo c u s , by b e g in n in g  th e  e d u c a t io n  

p ro ce ss  w e ll b e fo re  students co m e  to te rt ia ry  

e d u ca tio n . A  co a lit io n  o f C S U  a c a d e m ic s  and  

a rep resentative  range of seco n d a ry  sch o o ls  ( in ­

c lu d in g  a co u n try  high schoo l) a re  partners w ith  

a v is io n  o f a research  p ro ject that w il l  ben e fit 

the se co n d a ry  sch o o l and te rtia ry  secto rs . T h is  

is an A R C  L in kag e  p ro ject.

Public libraries as a catalyst for community 
connection, participation, and creativity: 
the case of the retiring baby boomers
A ustra lia , like  other w estern  co u n tr ie s , is e x p e r i­

en c in g  m a jo r d em ograph ic  ch an g e . Th ro u g h o ut 

th e ir life tim es , baby boom ers have had s ig n if i­

cant in flu e n ce  on A ustra lian  society . Th is  p ro ject 

w il l  assess the needs o f re tiring  b ab y  bo om ers 

in o rd er to d eve lo p  p u b lic  lib ra ry  se rv ice s  that 

w il l foster bo om ers' co n n e ctio n  w ith , and  par­

t ic ip a t io n  in , th e ir  c o m m u n ity  an d  s t im u la te  

th e ir c re a tiv ity . A n  in n o va tive  e le m e n t w il l  be a 

'kn o w le d g e  co m m o n s ', based on the p r in c ip le s  

o f e -d e m o cracy  using  cu tting  edge te ch n o lo g y  

to en co urag e  p a rtic ip a tio n  in p la n n in g  and  d e­

c is io n -m a k in g . T h is  is a p roposed  A R C  L in kag e  

p ro ject.

If you  have any questions about an y  o f the 

p ro jects , p lease  co n tact m e: k irs ty .w illia m so n @  

in fo te c h .m o n a sh .e d u .a u  o r k w il lia m s o n @ c s u . 

e d u .au .

Kirsty Williamson, director, Information and 

Telecommunications Needs Research

RAILS 3  -  call for papers
RAILS 3: Research Applications in Library and Information Studies, Friday 22 September 2006, and 
New Researcher Consortium, Saturday 23 September 2006. Perth, organised by Information Studies, 
Curtin University with support from the State Library ofWA, in conjunction with the ALIA CLICK 06 
conference. If you are carrying out research into any aspect of LIS and can link it to practice, you 
are invited to submit your paper proposal by 15 April 2006. Papers covering research in the broad 
area of LIS or in a more specialised component of the field are welcomed. The paper proposals 
will be peer-reviewed and all papers accepted will be refereed. For more information contact Dr 
Kerry Smith, convenor, RAILS 3, Information Studies, Faculty of Media, Society & Culture Curtin 
University of Technology [k.smith@curtin.edu.au, ph 08 9266 7217]. ■
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Information 
Management in 
the digital age.

Are you interested in having a satisfying, stimulating career where the 
areas you can apply your knowledge are only limited by your imagination? 
Are you interested in working in diverse and dynamic workplaces?
If you answered YES to both of these questions, then a career in Library 
and Information Services is for you:
• A ssociate  Degree of Science  (Library Technology)
• Bachelor of Science (Library Technology)
• Bachelor of Science (Library Technology) / Bachelor of Sc ience  

(Communication and Information Technology)

For more information, please contact the Student Support Officer on 
(08) 9370 6299, e-mail: scis.info@ecu.edu.au or visit www.scis.ecu.edu.au

www.ecugreatcareers.com
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23/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level two is an advanced workshop for infor­
mation professionals who have already attended pre­
vious Web Search Pacific workshops. Darwin, venue 
tbc, 9:00-5:00pm. Full rates [GST ind]: $395 ALIA 
members, $455 non-members. PD points: 7. Con- 
tart: Elizabeth Swan, ph 02 9371 0300, e_swan@ 
infoedge.com.au
• 28/6 Top End Group. Presentation and meet­
ing. Charles Darwin University Library, Casuarina, NT. 
5:00pm: presentation Goethe Institute Study Tour, 
6:00pm: meeting. Contact: Linda Marchesani, ph 08 
8999 3929, linda.marchesani@nt.gov.au

Q L D

• 6/5 ALIA Quorum. Professional Development 
workshop. Half-day workshop on the ALIA Profes­
sional Development scheme will be held in the 0JW 
room, S block, QUT Gardens Point, 9:00-12:00pm. 
Contact: Claudia Davies, claudia.davies@alia.org.au
• 8/5 Quorum. Dr Alex Byrne: IFLA's three pillars 
and the implications for ALIA. ALIA Quorum hosts Dr 
Alex Byrne, IFLA president. 0J Wordsworth Room LI 2 
S Block QUT Gardens Point, 5:30pm for 6:00pm. $5 
light refreshments. RSVP by 4/5 to joy_goldsmith@ 
hotmail.com. PD: points: 1. Contact: Gillian Hallam, 
ph 07 3864 2177, g.hallam@qut.edu.au 
10/5-13/S 6 steps to career sizzle. 5 monthly 
,60min teleconference program for librarians. PD 
points: 10. See National events for additional infor­
mation.
• 22/5 ALIA Quorum. Trivia and awards night. The 
trivia night will be held at the Irish Club. Watch 
the ALIAQId e-list for more information. Contact: 
Joy Goldsmith, ph 0410 723 975, joy_goldsmith@ 
hotmail.com
• 2-4/6 Brisbane careers and employment 
expo. ALIA Quorum, Queensland New Graduates 
group, and Qld Library Technicians group have or­
ganised a stand at the expo. Contact: Claudia Davies, 
claudia.davies@alia.org.au
• 7/6 QLD OPALS. General meeting. Department 
of Corrective Services, Wacol, 8 30- 10:00am. Host: 
Robyn Sanders. Contact: Robyn Sanders, ph 07 3406 
6429, tdc.library@dcs.qld.gov.au
4-7/6 Queensland Public Libraries Association 
Conference. Libraries...A Lifestyle Experience. See 
National events for additional information.
• 7/6 QLD OPALS. General meeting at Department 
of Corrective Services, Wacol, 8:30- 10:00am. Host: 
Robyn Sanders. Contact: Robyn Sanders, ph 07 3406 
6429, tdc.library@dcs.qld.gov.au
26/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level one workshop focuses on introducing 
the main concepts that information professionals 
need to be familiar with. Presenters: Mary Ellen Bates 
and Chris Sherman. Cairns, venue tbc, 9:00-5:00pm. 
Cost [incl GST]: $395 ALIA members, $455 non- 
members. PD points: 7. Contact: Elizabeth Swan, ph 
02 9371 0300, e_swan@infoedge.com.au
28/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level two is an advanced workshop for in­
formation professionals who have already attended 
previous Web Search Pacific workshops/omwWe, 
venue tbc, 9:00-5:00pm. Full rates (GST inclj: $395 
ALIA members, $455 non-members. PD points: 7. 
Contact: Elizabeth Swan, ph 02 9371 0300, 
e_swan@infoedge.com.au 
30/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level two is an advanced workshop for infor­
mation professionals who have already attended pre­
vious Web Search Pacific workshops, Brisbane, venue 
tbc, 9:00-5:00pm. Full rates [GST incl): $395 ALIA
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