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U K  lib ra r ie s  urge  
c la r ity  on te r ro r is m  c r ite r ia
Times Higher Education Supplement,
11 November, A nna Fazackerley

The UK G o ve rn m e n t's  new  Terrorism  
B ill co u ld  c r im in a lis e  researchers and 
librarians unless am endm ents are made, 
libraries in the UK have warned. The leg­
islation states that it w o u ld  be an offence 
to  buy, sell, d is tr ib u te  or lend te rro ris t 
p u b lica tio n s , b u t lib ra ry  o rgan isa tions 
have c ritic ised  the w o rd in g  o f the B ill, 
a rgu ing  that it is too  am b iguous abou t 
w h a t constitu tes a te rro ris t p u b lic a tio n  
and no ting that som eth ing cou ld  be re­
garded as legal one  w eek and then, in 
the light of subsequent events, be regard­
ed as illegal, thereby leaving the lib rary 
open to prosecution.

The ‘im p ro b a b le  spook ’ ...
Canberra Times, 9 N ovem ber

M ichael Thwaites, w ho  has died in Can­

berra aged 90, was an im probable spook; 

a poet w ho became d irec to r o f counter­

espionage in the Austra lian Security In ­

te lligence O rgan isation. Joining ASIO in 

1950, Thwaites stayed fo r 20 years un­

til 1971. Later that year he became assist­

ant parliam entary lib ra rian  in Canberra. 

His specific duty at the library was to run, 

and upgrade where possible, the research 

service, b u ild in g  on the w ork  that A llan 

Fleming had begun during his tim e in the 

position.

R estorers can lo g  on
Gold Coast Sun, 9 N ovem ber

THE State L ib ra ry  o f Q ueens land  has 
launched 'The Garage' —  a new on lin e  
resource o ffering w id e r access to  its ex­
tensive c o lle c tio n s  o f rare, c lassic car 
restoration manuals and images. Classic 
car co llecto rs, restorers and enthusiasts 
throughout Australia and beyond can now 
take advantage o f an easy-to-use search 
fa c ility  a llo w in g  them  to  locate and re­
quest maintenance and repair information 
for pre-1970 veh ic le  models. Located at 
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/garage, The Ga­
rage includes in form ation from  many use­
ful and hard-to-find manuals, for example 
m anufactu re rs ' o ff ic ia l repa ir m anuals 
and manuals from  techn ica l publishers, 
such as C h ilton and Haynes.

Loca l govts are ‘u n d e rfu n d e d  and 
underv a lue d ’ b y  the  b ig  end o f  to w n  
The Canberra Times, 9 N ovem ber

More than 600 delegates from  Australia's 
local governments declared they were un­
derfunded and undervalued and wanted 
formal recognition in the Constitution so 
they could better provide services to their

communities. Addressing the rally, Austral­
ian Local Governm ent Association presi­
dent Paul Bell said councils needed better 
financia l assistance as they struggled to 
keep up w ith the demands o f their com m u­
nities. The practice of cost-shifting by state 
and federal governments —  which had seen 
those tiers hand over the task of provid ing 
community services and infrastructure such 
as libraries, road m aintenance and ch ild  
and aged care to local government —  was 
costing councils between $500mi 11 ion and 
$1.1 b illion  each year.

N ews bytes
Gold Coast Bulletin, 9 Novem ber

M ic ro so ft has signed a deal w h ich  w i l l  
see 100 000 books from  the B ritish L i­
brary scanned and pu t o n lin e  in 2006 . 
U nder the arrangem ent readers w ill be 
ab le  to  search ab ou t 25 m il lio n  pages 
o f m ateria l w ith o u t having to  v is it the l i­
brary in London o r pay any fee. The deal 
com es at a t im e  w h en  search en g ine  
G oogle is be ing dogged by controversy 
and threats o f legal ac tion  over plans to 
create its ow n  d ig ita l lib ra ry  by scan­
n ing m illio n s  o f books. Publishers have 
c la im ed Google 's plans w ill breach the ir 
copyright, however, the M icrosoft/B ritish  
Library deal w i l l  o n ly  cover books that 
are ou t o f copyright.

G oogle presses on w ith  P r in t  
The Australian, 8 N ovem ber

G oog le  has launched  its con trove rs ia l 
e ffo rt to  d ig itise  m illio n s  o f books fo r 
o n lin e  v ie w in g . The in te rne t search g i­
ant says the in itia l co llec tion  w ill include 
o n ly  p u b lic  d o m a in  w o rks  tha t d o n 't  
have co p y rig h t p ro te c tio n  in an appar­
ent e ffort to  ease concerns that have led 
to  legal challenges.

The c o m p a n y  d id  no t say h o w  it 
w o u ld  respond to  issues o f cop y rig h t if 
it pressed on w ith  plans to  o ffer o n lin e  
versions o f m ore curren t books. G oogle 
P rin t has tw o  com ponen ts : the lib ra ry  
p ro je c t in c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  several 
key US and B ritish  lib ra rie s , and the 
p u b lish e r p ro je c t, w h ic h  aims to  o ffe r 
ad d itiona l books. G oogle  Print p roduct 
m anager A dam  Sm ith ind ica tes in the 
G oogle b log  that the com pany hopes to 
w o rk  w ith  pub lishers to  get perm ission 
to  disp lay the ir w orks.

S ince G oo g le  m ade its a n n o u n ce ­
m ent, Yahoo and  M ic ro s o ft  have a n ­
nounced s im ila r plans bu t they say they 
w i ll not v io la te  copyrigh t.

H id d e n  treasu re
Melbourne Yarra Leader, 7 November, 
M ilestone

O ne of M elbourne 's oldest pub lic  organ i­

sations is ce leb ra ting  its 165th b irthday 
this year but few  people know  it even ex­
ists. The M e lbo u rne  A thenaeum  Library, 
h idden above the M e lbo u rne  A thenae­
um Theatre in C o llin s  Street, has been 
a place fo r reading pleasure fo r genera­
tions. The lib ra ry  was established as part 
o f the M e lb o u rn e  M echan ics  Institu te , 
w h ich  in 1873 was renam ed The M e l­
bourne A thenaeum . For in fo rm a tion  on 
lib rary subscrip tions, ph 03 9650 3100. 

H o n o u r in g  the  w om en in  b lack  
Courier Mail, 5 November,
M arg O 'D o n n e ll

The Suprem e C ourt o f Q ueens land  L i­
bra ry is la u n c h in g  A  Woman's Place: 
tOO Years of Queensland Women Law­
yers. This book, edited by Susan Purdon, 
a partner at H o pg ood  G an im , and Su­
prem e C ourt L ibrarian A lad in  Rahemtu- 
la, com m em orates the centenary o f the 
enactm ent o f the Legal Practitioners Act 
1905, w h ich  a llow ed  w om en to  practise 
law  in Q ueens land . It gives 52 b iog ra ­
phies o f lead ing legal w om en.

A r t  p ro v id es  a ra re  v is io n  
Geelong Advertiser, 5 N ovem ber 

They sat fo rgo tten  in a British barn fo r 
decades, but now  a rare set o f pa in tings 
by George Raper, a m idsh ipm an on the 
First Fleet flagship Sirius, has emerged to 
shed new light on Australia at the tim e o f 
the First Fieet The co lle c tio n  o f 56 w a ­
tercolours has been bought by Australia's 
N a tiona l L ib ra ry from  D av id  M o re to n , 
the Earl o f D ucie .

D iscovered du ring  a rou tine  inspec­
tion  o f a G loucestersh ire  barn in 2004, 
the p a in tin g s  had been passed do w n  
th ro u g h  g e n e ra tio n s  o f the  M o re to n  
fam ily, unsigned and undated, the ir sig­
n ifica n ce  un recogn ised . Because they 
had rem ained ou t o f sight since at least 
W o rld  W ar II, the co lou rs  in the p a in t­
ings were 'as ton ish ing ly  v ib ran t'. Library 
co llec tions  cura to r M artin  Terry said the 
M oreton fa m ily  cou ld  have sold them for 
a fo rtun e  at a u c tio n , bu t de c id ed  they 
w ere  h is to r ic a lly  im p o rta n t and began 
negotiations w ith  the library.

[Some o f the draw ings w ill be shown 
in the Treasures exh ib ition , soon to open 
in Canberra and scheduled to  tou r every 
cap ita l city. S im ilar stories in most m ajor 
papers.]

L ib ra r ie s  m ust lea rn  to  evo lve
Townsville Bulletin, 4 N ovem ber

The Townsville C ity Council debate about 
the w o rth  o f in s ta llin g  XBox com pu te r 
games in to  the lib raries was good for a 
head line and a co lo u rfu l quote but d id  
little  to further social debate. Libraries are
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an im portan t com m un ity  service and a l­
ways have been. Unless they evolve and 
change to meet people's needs, however, 
they are in danger o f becom ing a social 
dinosaurs. Libraries have been particularly 
good at keeping up w ith  technology. Even 
the smallest o f facilities offers free internet 
access, not to m ention a range o f literary 
and educational services for people w ith  
disab ilities and special needs. It is fa ir to 
say that the in tro du c tion  o f XBoxes w ill 
raise eyebrows am ong those w ho take a 
m ore conventional v iew  of libraries. The 
en joym ent o f books and dissem ination o f 
in form ation w ill always remain a library's 
core function, but even the best-stocked 
fac ility  in the w o rld  is useless unless peo­
ple feel comfortable going inside. C ouncil­
lor Fay Barker is probably right when she 
scoffs at the suggestion that after 10 m in ­
utes on an XBox the teenagers w ill p ick 
up a copy o f D ickens. But that's not what 
it is about. The XBox program is designed 
to create a habit among young people o f 
using libraries. It says to them that libraries 
are interested in w hat interests them and 
exposes them to the many facilities on o f­
fer. XBox usage is lim ited and the games 
available are suitable for all ages, b lunting 
the argument that the council is luring kids 
from sporting ovals to the couch. Libraries, 
like all services, need to adapt to change 
and 13-year-old Max Koch summed it up 
best when he said w ith ou t XBoxes, librar­
ies were boring.

O the r reports o f the C ounc il debate 
referred to here w ere  p u b lishe d  in the 
Townsville Bulletin, 3 Novem ber, Cou­
rier Mail 4 Novem ber.

F reedom  o f  in ca rce ra tio n

The Australian, 2 November,
Brendan O 'Keefe

University students, academics and the ir 
respective national unions, w ith o u t even 
seeing the co lou r o f the federal G overn­
ment's an ti-te rro r leg is la tion , fear they 
have witnessed its intentions this year and 
can guess at the im plications for academic 
freedom. M any in higher education fear 
that the new laws w ill stifle debate and 
could compromise sources of information. 
They fear they w ill be under surveillance 
as they borrow  books from libraries, buy 
books over the in te rne t, and 
teach and research sensitive top ­
ics. The problem  w ith  the new 
laws is that the defin itions of ter­
ror, terrorists and terrorism  are 
slippery and what it may mean 
to incite or encourage vio lence 
is equally ill defined.

A r t  renders 
p ion ee r’s odyssey

North West News,
2 Novem ber

Renowned Samford artist Janet 
Skinner has created a master­
piece w h ich  captures the jo u r­

ney taken by another famous local, Pine 
Rivers pioneer Charles Thomas W illiam s. 
O ver the next tw o  years the e xh ib itio n  
Charles Thomas Williams, The Journey 
w ill tou r local and regional galleries, m u­
seums and libraries throughou t Q ueens­
land. A lbany Creek Library launched the 
e xh ib ition  on 5 N ovem ber and the exh i­
b itio n  w i ll con tinu e  u n til 1 Decem ber, 
when it w ill tou r to other libraries.

For in fo rm a tio n  abou t destinations, 
tou r dates and tu ition  phone Janet Skin­
ner on 0438 123 993.

L ib ra r ie s ’ bo ok  figu res d ip
PA News, 1 N ovem ber

London libraries have 2.6 m illio n  fewer 
books than when Labour came to power. 
In 1997-8 , the total book stock o f pub lic  
libraries across the capita l stood at 18.2 
m illio n  but by 2 0 0 3 -4 , the most recent 
figures available, the total had dropped to 
just under 15.6 m illio n . The figures came 
in a Commons written reply from UK ju n ­
ior cu ltu re  m in ister David Lammy to Lib­
eral Dem ocrat Sarah Teather (Brent E).

O n lin e  the last w o rd  in  lib ra r ie s
Courier Mail, 25 October, Michael Bazeley

A consortium  backed by the in ternet g i­
ant Yahoo has launched an a m b itio us  
effort to d ig itise  classic books and tech­
nical papers and make them  available to 
anyone interested. Called the O pen Con­
tent A lliance , one o f its first pro jects w ill 
be to d ig itise  the 18 00 0 -title  co llec tio n  
o f classic fic tio n  and n o n -fic tio n  A m e ri­
can books o w ne d  by the U n ive rs ity  o f 
Californ ia, the group said. The announce­
m ent o f the consortium  comes am id fu r i­
ous debate about a s im ilar pro ject called 
G oogle Library, in w h ich  the tech giant is 
scanning and d ig itis ing m illions o f books 
at selected libraries. The members o f the 
O pe n  C o n ten t A llia n c e , how ever, say 
they w i l l  o n ly  scan cop y rig h ted  m ate­
ria l if  they have the perm iss ion  o f the 
righ ts -ho lde rs  and w il l  o ffe r com p le te  
texts. G oogle intends to  d ig itise material 
regard less o f its co p y rig h t status, and 
w ill o n ly  a llo w  v ie w in g  o f excerpts. See 
h ttp ://opencon ten ta lliance .o rg .

A m a zo n .co m , the In ternet reta ile r, 
also operates a massive book d ig itis ing

pro ject. But its goal is to  make the m ate­
ria l ava ilab le  to  customers to he lp spur 
sales.

P orn  f i lte r in g  back on the  agenda
The Australian, 11 October, Simon Hayes

Internet con tent regulation had dropped 
o ff  the agenda in a w o r ld  m ore  c o n ­
cerned w ith  te rro r attacks than po rnog­
raphy, but there is a grow ing  push across 
party p o lit ic a l and conserva tive /rad ica l 
d iv ides to increase regu la tion . F ilte ring 
is be ing suggested at both de live ry  and 
ISP levels. O n one hand, f ilte r in g  is o f 
lim ite d  use, esp ec ia lly  in peer-to-peer 
netw orks, and denies users o f the w eb 
access to inoffensive m ateria l o r m ate­
rial they have a legal right to v iew  if they 
w ish. O n the other, some p o lit ic a l and 
co n se rva tive  g roups have de m anded  
ch ild ren  be protected from  pornography 
and c ite  its de le terious social effects. 

AusW eb05
Computers in Libraries, O c to be r 2005, 
2 5(9):45 Terence K H uw e 

Sum m ary o f his v is it as speaker to Aus­
tra lasian W o rld  W id e  W eb Conference 
(AusW ebOS; h ttp ://ausw eb.scu .edu .au) 
on the G o ld  Coast, the second-longest- 
ru n n in g  in te rn a tio n a l con fe ren ce  tha t 
focuses on the w eb. AusW eb brings to ­
ge ther lib ra rians , techno log is ts , soc ia l 
scientists, and entrepreneurs to  discuss 
the b road  issues th a t are shap ing  the 
w eb 's e v o lu tio n . As a W 3 C onso rtium  
con ference, AusW ebOS's focus was on 
the  'b ig  p ic tu re ' o f the  w eb's g ro w th . 
Its fo u r pape r tracks w e re  T echn ica l 
and Standards; Education and Train ing; 
e C o m m e rc e /e B u s in e s s /G n lin e  M a r­
ke tin g ; and Society, In fo rm a tio n  and 
the  W eb . O n lin e  rep os ito ries  w e re  a 
hot to p ic . Joanna R ichardson, a lib rar- 
ian /program m er at G riffith  U n ivers ity  in 
B risbane, presented 'B u ild in g  Bridges 
between Learning M anagem ent Systems 
and Library C onten t Systems'. Libraries 
are us ing the e - le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n t 
to re th ink  how  users in te ract w ith  co n ­
tent, she w ro te . In o rd e r to  ach ieve  a 
convergence between d iffe ren t streams 
o f design —  both lib ra ry  and IT-driven 
—  each group needs to know  w hat the 
other is do ing. ■

Intelligent Information Management Solutions
T r im a g ic  S o f t w a r e
Australia’s leading supplier of library 
automation and content management 
solutions.

Trimagic are experts at working with you 
to understand your information needs.

We deliver powerful solutions to help your 

organisation gain a competitive edge.

C a ll us n o w  to  d is c u s s  y o u r  n e e d s  

[021 9880 8666 
o r  v is it o u r w e b s ite  a t  
w w u v . t r i m a g i c . c o m . a u
GSAS & GITC approved. Authorised Inmagic
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