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We help you design the way your library 
looks, feels and functions. CK Design 
International has over 15 years 
experience in space planning and design­
ing libraries throughout Australia. Projects 
ranging from a small loans desk to a 20- 
year accommodation master plan for large 
organizations.

►  Development of design brief
►  Collection and space analysis
►  Workflow analysis and process- 

re-engineering
►  Accommodation Master Planning
►  Design concept, development and tender 

documentation
►  Total project management, including 

relocation management and supervision
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Libraries in Timor-Leste

Traditional house in Lospalos

Visiting Japanese vo lunteer teaches 
origam i to you n g  girls a t the Xanana  
Gusm ao Reading Room

Patti Manolis, M anager com m unity learning

I t s h o u ld  co m e  as no  su rp rise  tha t, a fter 
4 0 0  years o f c o lo n is a t io n  and  24 years 
o f o c c u p a tio n , m ost p u b lic ,  schoo l and 

u n iv e rs ity  lib ra r ie s  across T im o r-L es te  are 
ho use d  (w h e re  th e y  ex is t) in w a r-ravag ed  
b u ild in g s  re q u ir in g  serious m a in te n a n ce  or 
re b u ild in g ,  w ith o u t  any  o f th e  e q u ip m e n t 
and fa c il it ie s  w e  regard as standard fo r  de­
liv e r in g  lib ra ry  services.

H um an , physica l and f in a n c ia l resources 
are req u ire d  to  establish a v ia b le , fu lly  fu n c ­
t io n in g  n e tw o rk  o f lib raries. D esp ite  the seri­
ous lack o f resources, lib ra ries  are sp ring ing  
up e ve ryw h e re , thanks to  the  v is io n , c o m ­

m itm e n t and  sheer ha rd  w o rk  o f  the  
T im orese and th e ir  supporte rs. A n o th e r 
e x c it in g  and  p ro m is in g  d e v e lo p m e n t 
was the  es tab lishm en t, in July 2004 , o f 
the  A sosiasaun B ib lio te k a  no  In fo rm a- 
saun T im or-L es te  (A B ITL) th e  na tion 's  
firs t-eve r lib ra ry  assoc ia tion .

B a c k g ro u n d  b rie fin g
The D e m o c ra tic  R e pu b lic  o f East T imor, 
or Timor-Leste, is 15 007  km in size and 
is 4 5 0  km  no rth w e st o f A ustra lia . C o lo ­
n ised  fo r  o ve r 4 0 0  years by  P ortuga l 
and then occu p ie d  by Indonesia, T im or- 

Leste ach ieved independence  on 
■■■ 2 0  M ay  2 0 0 2 . It has a p o p u la ­

t io n  o f 924  642 , w ith  a m ed ian  
age o f 20  years. The m a jo r ity  o f 
the  p o p u la tio n  is Rom an C a th o ­
lic , w ith  Protestant, M u s lim  and 
B uddh is t m in o rit ie s . A n im is m  is 
w id e ly  p ra c tic e d . O v e r 50  per 
cen t o f the  p o p u la tio n  lives un ­
de r the  p o v e rty  lin e , s u rv iv in g  
on  less th a n  U S $ 0 .55  pe r day. 
The u n e m p lo y m e n t rate is up 
to  80  pe r ce n t. A ccess to  such 
h e a lth  se rv ices  as e x is t is ve ry  
poor. Life e xp ec tan cy  is c u rre n t­
ly  57 years and in fa n t m o rta lity  
stands at 80 per 1000 live births. 
O n e  in  ten  c h i ld re n  does n o t 
m ake it to  th e ir  f ifth  b irthday.

O v e r  3 0  in d ig e n o u s  la n ­
guages are spoken; Tetun is most 
w id e ly  k n o w n . La nguage  is a 
ve ry  co m p le x  issue. The o ff ic ia l 
languages are Portuguese and Te­
tun . The d e c is io n  to  choose Por­
tuguese  as an o f f ic ia l language 
is c o n tro v e rs ia l. It is spoken by 
a ro u n d  5 pe r ce n t o f the p o p u ­
la tion , m ostly  th e  w e ll educa ted 
o f th e  o ld e r  g e n e ra tio n . Those 
e d u ca te d  s in ce  1975 speak In ­
d o ne s ian , so it is th e  p re d o m i­
n a n t la n g u a g e  in  u n iv e rs it ie s  
and is used as a lingua franca in 
m eetings. English is in c reas ing ly  
used, w ith  som e pe rce iv in g  th is  
to  be the language o f the fu tu re .

and libraries, M aribyrnong C ity Council

Inaugural ABITL m eeting attendees, representing
library services from across Timor-Leste

Investm ent in e d u ca tio n  d u rin g  the  Por­
tuguese  reg im e  was in s u ff ic ie n t, to  say the  
least, and im p ro ve d  o n ly  s lig h tly  d u r in g  the 
Indonesian o c c u p a tio n . O v e r h a lf the p o p u ­
la tio n  is i l l ite ra te  and th e  c o u n try  faces a 
huge ch a lle n g e  in  ta c k lin g  lo w  sk ill levels, 
a task m ade m ore  d if f ic u lt  by lack o f tea ch ­
ers.

The c o u n try 's  o n ly  u n iv e rs ity  w as a ll 
b u t destroyed d u rin g  the  v io le n c e  o f 1999. 
H o w e v e r  a g a in s t in c re d ib le  o d d s  a n e w  
u n ive rs ity  —  U n ive rs id a d e  N a c io n a l T im o r 
Lorosae —  o p en ed  its do o rs  to  s tudents in 
N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0  an d  c u r re n t ly  has o v e r 
80 0 0  students e n ro lle d . It n o w  has a lib ra ry  
and  an in fo rm a tio n  te ch n o lo g y  hub  is under 
de ve lopm e n t.

L ib r a r ie s  in T im o r -L e s te
There is no na tiona l library. The need fo r one 
has been d icussed, b u t as yet the re  are no 
firm  p lans no r any resources co m m itte d . N o  
o rg a n is a tio n  is c o lle c t in g  s ig n if ic a n t in fo r­
m a tio n  and m a te ria ls  re la tin g  to  East T im o r 
and the re  is no fo rm  o f legal deposit.

P u b lic  lib ra r ie s  are o p e n in g  up across 
the  coun try . Som e are s tan d -a lone  fa c ilit ie s  
such as the Xanana G usm ao  R ead ing Room  
in D ili,  Baucau P ub lic  L ib ra ry  and the  M a- 
liana  Library. O the rs  are pa rt o f c o m m u n ity  
centres o r le a rn ing  centres such as the  B au­
cau F riendsh ip  and Learn ing  C entre  and the 
B a lib o  C o m m u n ity  Learn ing  C entre. A  m o ­
b ile  lib ra ry  se rv ice  opera tes fo r  schoo ls  in 
the  D is tr ic t o f A ile u , thanks to the  M a ry k n o ll

A  jo b -seeker dem onstra tes w o rd  processin g  
so ftw a re  and resum e production  to his friends, 
Xanana Gusmtao Read ing Roomi
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S is te rs  a n d  o n  A ta u ro  Is la n d  re m o te  

c o m m u n it ie s  re c e iv e  m o b ile  lib ra ry  

s e r v ic e s  b y  b o a t  a n d  p a c k h o r s e ,  

th a n k s  to th e  lo c a l p u b l ic  l ib ra ry .

M o s t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  l ib r a r ie s  a re  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

(N G O s ) .  T h e y  a re  h e a v ily  u se d  a n d  

r e l ie d  u p o n  fo r  a c c e s s  to  le a rn in g  

m a te r ia ls  a n d  s tu d y  s p a c e , d e s p ite  

th e ir  v e ry  p o o r c o n d it io n . C o lle c t io n s  

a re  la rg e ly  m a d e  up  o f d o n a te d  E n g ­

lish - la n g u a g e  m a te ria ls  an d  p ro v is io n  

o f in fo rm a t io n  te c h n o lo g y  is l im ite d . 

T e tu n  m a te r ia ls  a re  b e in g  p u b lis h e d  

b y  o rg a n is a t io n s  s u c h  a s  th e  M a ry  

M c K i l lo p  In stitu te  an d  T im o r  A id  an d  

th e s e  a re  s lo w ly  f in d in g  t h e ir  w a y  

in to  l ib r a r ie s .  C o m m o n  c h a lle n g e s

in c lu d e  lim ite d  lib r a ry  m a n a g e m e n t 

an d  te c h n ic a l s e rv ic e s  s k i l ls  a s  w e ll  

as v e ry  l im ite d  a c c e s s  to  fu n d s  fo r  

c o l le c t io n s  a n d  p ro g ra m s .

L ib ra r ie s  a re  an  e s s e n t ia l in g re ­

d ie n t  in  c iv i l  s o c ie t ie s  a n d  a re  m a ­

jo r  c o n t r ib u to rs  to  c o m m u n it y  a n d  

e c o n o m ic  w e l lb e in g .  T im o r- L e s te 's  

l ib r a r ie s  a re  v e r y  m u c h  in  th e ir  in ­

fa n c y  an d  re q u ire  o n g o in g , long-term  

c o m m itm e n t an d  su p p o rt. T h e  la c k  o f 

c o -o rd in a t io n  o f lib ra ry  s e rv ic e s  an d  
th e  a b se n c e  o f a g o v e rn m e n t stra tegy Baucau Public Library 

fo r lib ra r ie s  is a c o n c e rn  an d  n e e d s 

to  be a d d re s s e d  a t th e  h ig h e s t  le v ­

e ls . H o w e v e r , th e  v e ry  e x is te n c e  o f 

lib ra ry  fa c il it ie s  a n d  th e  g re a t p e o p le  

w o rk in g  fo r th e m  in s p ire s  h o p e .

Lo lo toe Ju n io r High Sch oo l stu den ts

Patti Manolis was awarded 
the State Library of Victoria's 
Margery C  Ramsay Scholarship 
in October 2003. The scholarship 
enabled her to undertake a six week 
study tour o f libraries in Timor-Leste 
over June/July 2004. She visited 
again for 5 weeks in Jan/Feb 2005.
A detailed report about her findings 
can be accessed at: http://www. 
libraries.vic.gov.au/downloads/ 
Public_Libraries_Unit/east_timor_ 
libraries study tour_b.pdf.

A ta u ro  Island library s ta ff
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L ib r a r i
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REWARDING READING: 
do you have any more books like this?
An affordable, intensive, experiential learning, 

three-day train-the-trainer course for readers’ advisers.

First developed by Libraries Alive! for the
NSW Country Public Libraries’Association, licensed from the State Library of NSW, 

and now delivered across Australia by Ian McCallum and Sherrey Quinn.

Topics covered include:

• Reading as core business and core values • Giving advice — listening and being heard
• Appeal characteristics — communicating with • Case studies — conversations with readers

readers • Information sources, tools and techniques
• Sharing the experience of reading — benefits • Promotion — new skills; new messages

All participants receive a comprehensive Workbook and detailed Trainer’s Notes.
Prices from $220 per person per day, [GST included]. Bookings are now open for calendar 2006. 

Further details on the website, or from Ian McCallum or Sherrey Quinn on 02 6257 9177.

www.librariesalive.com.au

December 2005 / / /  C  V / ^ ’ 7

http://www
http://www.librariesalive.com.au

