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T he in te rn a tio n a l lib ra ry  and in fo rm atio n  c o m m u n ity  has 

been m uch  saddened  by the sudden death o f P ro fessor L 

A nn e  C lyd e  in R e yk jav ik . A nne has been a great friend and 

co lle ag u e  to m any o f us in IFLA  and the lib rary  and inform ation 

profession . It is an untim e ly  loss of an outstanding lib rary ed uca­

tor, a v igo rous proponent for schoo l lib ra rie s  and a strong IFLA  

supporter.

U ntil her death, A nne C lyde  w as the 2 0 0 3 -0 7  ch a ir of the IFLA  

Section  of School L ib raries and Resource Centres and professor in 

the Departm ent of L ibrary and Inform ation Science at the Un iversity 

o f Ice lan d , an A ssociate  of the A ustra lian  Lib rary  and Inform ation 

A sso c ia t io n , a Fe llo w  of C l LI P and a M em ber of the A ustra lian  

C o lle g e  of Educato rs . In an outstand ing  acad e m ic  career, A nne 

held  a cad e m ic  positions in three A ustra lian  states, as lecturer in 

Schoo l L ib rariansh ip  at T o w n sv ille  C o llege of A dvanced  Education 

(n o w  part of the James C o ok U n iversity  of North Q u eensland ); as 

lecturer in L ib rariansh ip  at C harles Sturt Un iversity, W agga W agga; 

and as sen io r lecturer and head of the Departm ent of L ib rary  and 

In fo rm ation  Studies at Edith C o w an  U n ive rs ity  in Perth, W estern 

A ustra lia , w ith  w h ich  she continued  her re lationsh ip  as an ad junct 

professor. She has s ince  held positions at the U n ive rsity  of British  

C o lu m b ia  in C anad a and at the U n iversity  of Ice land .

A nn e  has taught and researched in m any other p laces in A us­

tralia and Ice land and beyond, includ ing  projects in North Am erica , 

Europe , Latin  A m e rica  and Southern A fr ica . H er extensive  list of

pub lica tions inc lud es W eb lo gs a n d  L i­

b ra ries  (2 0 0 4 ), A n  In tro d u c tio n  to the 

In te rn e t  (1 9 9 4 , tw e lfth  ed ition  2 0 0 4 ) ,

M anag ing In toTech  in S ch o o l L ib ra ry  M ed ia  C enters (1999 ), S ch o o l 

Lib ra ries an d  the E le c tro n ic  C o m m u n ity : The In ternet C o n n ectio n  

(1997 ), and C o m p u te r A p p lica t io n s  in L ib ra rie s  (1993 ).

Although Anne's w ork has spanned m any library fie lds, her con ­

tributions to school lib rariansh ip  have been pa rticu la rly  noteworthy 

and va lued . Besides her leadersh ip  in the IFLA  Section  of School 

Libraries and Resource  Centres, A nn e  has contributed enorm ously  

to the International A ssociation  of School L ib ra rian sh ip  for w h ich  

she w as most recen tly  w ebm aster.

At a personal leve l, A nne and I have know n each other s ince  

the tim e when she w as doing her PhD  at James Cook U n iversity and 

I w as a novice reference librarian. W e  co llaborated on a conference 

on Freedom  of Inform ation  at that tim e and have s ince  been w o rk ­

ing together in va riou s w ays, p a rticu la rly  of course  in IFLA .

I know  that I speak for many, m any co lleagues throughout the 

w orld  in expressing both our great sadness at losing A nne and our 

gratitude for the w ays in w h ich  she has enriched  our lives. W e jo in 

w ith  her fam ily, friends, co lleagues and students in m ourning A nne 

and in celebrating  her ach ievem ents. W e should  lift a glass of good 

w in e  to her, as she w o u ld  have liked  us to do.

A lex  B yrne, IFLA p re s id e n t

Loris Elaine Williams
16 Septem ber 1949 -  28 August 2005

L o ris  E la in e  W il l ia m s  w a s  Q u e e n s ­

la n d 's  f ir s t  q u a l if ie d  In d ig e n o u s  

a rch iv ist. She had strong fam ily  co n ­

nections to the M u lin ja li A bo rig ina l group 

o f B e a u d e se rt  th rough  her fa ther, C y r il 

W ill ia m s , and the B irra  C u b b a  peo p le  of 

N orth  Q u e e n s la n d  th rough  her m other, 

A gnes W ill ia m s  (nee B e ll) . Loris g rew  up 

in suburban B risb ane , leaving  school at 16 

to start her w ork ing  life , first as a m ach in ist, 

then as a te lephone operator.

A fte r  w o rk in g  fo r T e ls tra  fo r o ve r 

2 0  years , at 42 Loris began a B ach e lo r of 

Education  at the U n ive rs ity  of Technology, 

Sydney. She m ajored  in A borig ina l Studies 

and in 1 9 9 4  began w o rk in g  w ith  the State 

L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s la n d  in the Ind igenous 

R esou rce  U n it w h ere  she w as responsib le  

for p rov id ing  assistance  to researchers re­

q u irin g  access to the State Lib rary 's Ind ig­

enous resources.

Lo ris  w as  a fo u n d in g  m em ber of the 

A b o r ig in a l and  Torres S tra it Is lan d e r L i­

b ra ry  & In fo rm a tio n  R e so u rce  N e tw o rk  

(A T S IL IR N ) , th e  n a t io n a l o rg a n isa t io n  

that represents Ind igenous lib ra ry  and ar­

ch ive  w o rke rs . She becam e a delegate for 

Q u e e n s la n d , ed iting  the N etw ork's n e w s­

letter betw een  1 997  and 1 9 9 9 . Lo ris w as

elected president in 1999  w ith  ove rw he lm ­

ing support from the m em bersh ip . She w as 

president for a further tw o  years and after­

w ards continued  to represent the people of 

Q u eensland  at A T S IL IR N  events.

In 1 998  Lo ris jo in e d  the Q u e e n s lan d  

D epartm ent o f A bo rig ina l and Torres Strait 

Po licy  in the C o m m un ity  and Personal H is- 

tories section . The section  w as estab lished  

to fa c il it a te  a c c e ss  to the  n o n -c u rre n t 

records o f state governm ent agencies that 

had adm in istered  governm ent po licy  re lat­

ing to A borig ina l and Torres Strait Is lander 

peoples in Q u eensland .

Lo ris  w as id e a lly  su ited  to her n ew  

ca re e r . H e r ow n  p a in fu l e x p e r ie n c e s  in 

uncovering  her fam ily  h istory left her w ith  

an enduring  co n v ic tio n  that 'the key to the 

personal identity of thousands of A b o rig i­

nal and Torres Strait Is lander peoples today 

lies in the kno w led g e  to be found  in the 

reco rds'. Loris w as a passionate  advocate  

for Ind igenous peoples' right to know  their 

h istories, but she also  kn e w  that access to 

these records had to be m anaged in an em- 

pathetic and sensitive  m anner.

H er co n v ic tio n s led her to seek further 

tra in ing  in m anaging a rch iva l co lle c tio n s . 

The D ep artm ent o f A b o r ig in a l and Torres

S tra it  Is la n d e r  

Po licy  provided  

L o r is  w ith  f i ­

n an c ia l support 

and she con sist­

ently received d istinctions and high d istinc­

tions in the graduate d ip lo m a in arch ives 

and  re co rd s at Ed ith  C o w a n  U n iv e rs ity . 

W h en  she graduated in 2 0 0 4  she becam e 

Q u eensland 's  first q ua lified  Ind igenous ar­

ch iv ist, and A ustra lia 's  second .

Lo r is  w a s  a m e m b e r o f the In d ig ­

en ous A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e s  o f both the 

Q u e e n s la n d  M u se u m  and  the S tate L i­

brary of Q u een slan d  and co n ven o r of the 

Ind ig enous S p e c ia l Interest G ro u p  o f the 

A u stra lian  S o c ie ty  o f A rch iv is ts . Lo ris  left 

an in d e lib le  im p rin t on the d eve lop m ent 

o f a cce ss  to Ind ig eno u s co m m u n ity  and 

personal h istories, w h ich  w il l be of lasting 

benefit. She w as a ca rin g , lo v in g  person 

w ith  an endearing  d isrespect for authority 

figures and institutions. She w as a g racious 

and acco m p lish ed  p u b lic  speaker. Loris is 

su rv ived  by her sisters Robyn and E ileen , 

brothers B rian  and Ted, tw e lve  n ieces and 

n ephew s, and a god-daughter in A rizo n a .

M a rg a re t R eid , D e p a rtm e n t o f  A b o r ig in a l a n d  
Torres S tra it Is lan d er P olicy
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