
RAILS2: On track for the future
S peakers at R A ILS2 must be congratu­

lated for their adm irable restraint: there 

w as on ly an occasional ra ilw ay joke or 

pun. Entire ly co inc iden ta lly , though, those 

w ho  attended had the ch an ce  to v ie w  the 

National Library of Australia 's photographic 

exh ib ition  Trainspotting, w h ich  com m em o­

rates the sesquicentenary of the runn ing of 

the first trains in N ew  South W ales and s im i­

lar anniversaries in other states.

The R A ILS2 sem inar (R A ILS  stands for 

Research  A p p lica tio n s in Inform ation  and 

L ib ra ry  Stud ies) w as held  at the N LA  on 

1 6 -1 7  Septem ber 2 0 0 5 . Run by C h a rle s  

Sturt U n iversity  w ith  the generous support 

of the National Library, the them e of RA ILS2 

w as  'L in k in g  re search  w ith  p ra c t ic e '. It 

aim ed to build  links between researchers in 

practice and those com ing  from the acad e­

my. Through partnerships am ong educators, 

researchers and practitioners w e  hope that 

in form ed and in n ovative  p rac tice  w il l be 

nurtured in library and inform ation se rv ic ­

es. For RA ILS2 w e com bined  speakers from 

national in form ation/heritage in stitu tions, 

speakers from  the a ca d e m ic  researchers , 

and practitioner-researchers. The success of 

the m ix can be seen in the representation of 

papers from all groups. Specia l note needs 

to be made of the first-time practitioner pre­

senters: this is an ind ication  of the strength 

of som e of the research going on out there.

Stephen E llis  (N ational A rch ives), Meg 

Labrum  (N ational Film  and Sound A rch ive) 

and Tony Boston (N LA ) p rovided  the big- 

p ictu re  setting, o u tlin ing  institutional sup­

port for research  in LIS and related fie lds 

and the research p rio rities for these o rgan i­

sations. In ad d ition , Kerry Sm ith (ch a ir of 

A L IA 's R esearch  Co m m ittee ) em phasised  

the g ro w in g  ack n o w le d g e m e n t and su p ­

port by A L IA  of the need for research in our 

fie ld  and its im portance for both practition­

ers and acad em ics . There fo llow ed  a w id e  

co llectio n  of papers that w e ll illustrated the 

breadth and depth of research activ ity  cu r­

rently underw ay. Thus G ab y Haddow , as a 

practitioner, d iscussed  how  to im prove the 

co m m u n icatio n  o f research and its im p le­

mentation in practice ; Brian Lloyd used two 

case  studies to identify the useful character­

istics of research papers for those w ork ing  

in the fie ld ; M ike M iddleton outlined Q U T 's  

ap p roach  to d eve lo p in g  an a cad e m ic  re­

search  program  and how  that feeds back 

in to and  ben e fits  te ach in g  and  in d ustry  

p ractice , and Kerrie  Burgess described  the 

State Library of N ew  South W ales' Research 

and Evaluation  program . O ther papers co v­

ered top ics as d iverse as getting the books 

out of the lib rary and to the pu b lic  —  spe­

c if ic a lly  onto com m uter trains; the im pact 

o f the re tire m e n t of 

th e  b a b y  b o o m e r  

generation on p u b lic

lib ra rie s ; the d eve lop m ent of in fo rm ation  

lite racy program s in th e T A FE  environm ent 

and the chang ing  nature of the know ledge 

and q u a lif ica tio n s ca lle d  for in job adver­

tisem en ts fo r L IS  p o s it io n s . T w o  papers 

dw elt on historical topics, one by Jean Preer 

( In d ia n a  U n iv e rs ity ) and  the o ther from  

C h arle s Sturt U n iversity 's  Don Boadle .

A bstracts of the papers p resented  at 

R A ILS 2  are a v a ila b le  from  the N a tio n a l 

L ib ra ry 's  w e b s ite : h ttp ://w w w .n la .g o v .au / 

in it ia t iv e s /m e e t in g s / ra ilp ro g .h tm I. T h e y  

w ill be ava ilab le  as an e-pub lica tion  pub­

lished by C harles Sturt U n iversity 's  Centre 

for Inform ation Studies in due cou rse : see 

http://www.csu.edu.au/faculty/sciagr/sis/CIS/ 

e_pubs.htm  (w here the papers from RAILS1 

are ava ilab le ).

Spec ia l m ention  needs to be m ade of 

the N LA , w h o se  generous assistan ce  w as 

vita l to the smooth runn ing of this sem inar. 

The success of RA ILS2  m eans that R A ILS  is 

on track for the future (cou ldn 't resist that 

on e !) R A ILS3  w il l be held on 23 Septem ­

ber 2 0 0 6  in Perth , im m e d ia te ly  after the 

A L IA  B ien n ia l C o nference .

Ross H a rv e y  a n d  Bob P ym m , C harles  S tu rt 

U n iv e rs ity

Open Access, Open 
Archives and Open Source
T he National Sch o la rly  Co m m un ications Forum Roundtable for 

2005  w as on the them e of 'O pen  A ccess, O pen  A rch ives and 

Open Source'. It w as held at the State Library of N SW  on Tuesday 

27 September. The NSCF's 19th Roundtable brought together Australian 

and international leaders and po licy  m akers. Presentations are ava il­

able on the net at http ://w ww .hum anities.org .au/Events/N SCF/Curren- 

tRT/Current.htm .

Dr M ike Sargent, ch a ir of the Australian Governm ent's e-Research 

Co-ordinating Com m ittee, highlighted the interaction of the G o ve rn ­

ment's Research Q u a lity  and A c ce ss ib ility  Fram ew orks. D r Sargent 

com m ented that the Governm ent regards pu b lic ly  funded research as 

a public good and that, as a general statement of princip le , researchers 

ought to be able to find out what research is being undertaken and gain 

access to that research. O ther speakers included Dr M ichael Jubb (U K), 

Professor Stevan Ham ad (Canada) and Professor John Unsworth (U SA). 

Professor Unsworth em phasised that open access to ideas is both the 

basic m ission and the best business model for higher education .

The National Sch o la rly  Co m m un ication  Forum , in a final panel 

d iscussion, noted that co-ordinated O pen A ccess in itiatives w ould  a l­

low Australian research to have greater im pact and distribution both 

nationa lly  and g lobally . A R IIC  (the A ustra lian  Research Inform ation 

and Infrastructure Com m ittee) has a lready p u b lic ly  stated that such 

in itiatives w ill a llo w  'the w idest possib le d issem ination of ideas and 

knowledge, w ith in  effective quality assurance fram eworks of Australian 

research and its long-term preservation and m axim ise the cost-effective 

use of pub lic  funds'. ■
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