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Ho w  does yo u r o rg a n isa tio n  
cope w ith copyright? If state­
m ents like  'W e 're  a ll a bit 

spooked by it', or '[W e 're ] a bunch 
of am ateurs try ing to w o rk  th is out' 
sound fam iliar, you are not a lone. The 
C opyright, D ig itisa tion  and C u ltu ra l 
Institu tions C o n fe re n ce , held at the 
State Library of V ictoria  on 26 August, 
addressed these concerns, and more.

Managing copyright w ithin the dig­
ital environm ent is acknow ledg ed  to 
be both com p lex and confusing— and 
for good reason. N avigating through 
the 500  or so pages of legalese of the 
C om m onw ealth  Copyright A ct 1968 
is undoubtedly difficu lt, to say nothing 
of the range of inconsistencies w ith in  
the Act, and the obvious incongruities 
related to the private tim e and format- 
shifting copying practices of large sec­
tions of the pub lic .

W hen considering  the use of dig­
ital techno log ies to fac ilita te  p u b lic  
a c ce ss , p re se rva tio n , re search  and 
education , m any cu ltura l institutions 
find that the current copyright regime 
is just too hard to w ork  w ith . C o nse­
quently, institutions em barking on dig­
itisation activ ities w ill often choose to 
concentrate on public-dom ain works. 
Such an overly conservative approach 
goes ag a inst both the sp ir it o f the 
Copyright Act and the public-interest 
m issions of Australia 's cu ltura l institu­
tions. This conservative p ractice is just

one of the find ings from  a tw o-year 
research pro ject re v iew in g  the m an­
agement of copyright and digitisation 
w ith in  cu ltu ra l institutions undertak­
en by the U n ive rs ity  of M elb ourne 's 
C en tre  for M ed ia  and C o m m u n ic a ­
tions Law  (CM CL) and the Intellectual 
Property Institute of A ustra lia  (IPR IA ). 
C o n c lu d in g  at the end of 2 0 0 5 , it is 
funded  by the A u stra lia n  R esearch  
C o u n c il, M useum s A u stra lia  and s ix  
industry  partners: the Art G a lle ry  of 
N ew  South W ales; the Australian C en ­
tre for the M oving Image; the A ustra l­
ian W ar M em oria l; M useum  V ic to ria ; 
the National M useum of Australia ; and 
the State L ibrary of V ic to ria .

T h is  co n fe re n ce , hosted by the 
State Library of V ic to ria , provided an 
o p p o rtun ity  to d iscuss  the research  
findings of C M C L  and IPR IA , and the 
issues confronting cultural institutions, 
copyright owners and the legal profes­
sion together, rather than in iso lation. 
Judging by delegate num bers at the 
c o n fe re n ce  —  m ore than 1 70 d e l­
egates, representing a range of pub lic  
and private organisations from around 
Australia and N ew  Zealand  —  there is 
c lea r ly  an interest in copyright, often 
considered a som ew hat dry top ic and 
beyond the com fort zone of many.

Key topics d iscussed inc luded the 
problem s associated with unpublished 
m ateria ls, orphan w orks and m ultip le 
o w n e rsh ip ; the im portance o f repur­

posing  d ig ita l assets and m a in ta in ­
ing d ig ita l-h e rita g e  n e tw o rks  such  
as A M O L  and P ic tu re A u stra lia ; and 
the particu la r problem s of moral and 
com m unal rights faced by indigenous 
c o m m u n it ie s . A lso  e xa m in ed  w e re  
the im p lications of recent changes to 
the A u stra lian  copyrig h t regim e (in ­
clud ing  moral rights and the Austra lia 
—  U n ite d  States Free Trade A g ree­
m ent); current copyright law  review s 
(fa ir dea ling  and fa ir use debate and 
te c h n o lo g ica l p ro tection  m ethods); 
contracts and licensing arrangem ents; 
risk m anagem ent and litigation ; and 
options for copyright law  reform.

D u r in g  the  c o n fe re n c e  C M C L  
and IPR IA  also released p lain-English 
copyright gu ide lines to help cu ltu ra l 
in s t itu t io n s  u n d e rstan d  and  m a n ­
age co p yrig h t and d ig itisa tio n . The 
g u id e lines are ava ilab le  in short and 
long form s, as .pdf files or hard copy, 
from the Centre for M edia and C o m ­
m un ications Law , at h ttp ://w w w .law . 
un im e lb .ed u .au/cm cl/.

For further information on the A RC  
Linkage project, ca lled  'Copyright and 
Cu ltu ra l Institutions: digitising c o lle c ­
tions in public museum s, galleries and 
libraries 2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 5 ', see: http://www. 
la w .u n im e lb .e d u .a u /c m c l/p ro je c ts /  
copyright, html/.

Janice van de Velde, senior policy and 
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Sharing resources with our region

A n in itia tive  th is year to a llo w  
reg io n a l se n io r sch o o l s tu ­
dents and staff to borrow  from 

C harles Sturt U n ive rsity  lib raries has 
proved ex trem e ly  popu lar. To date , 
1 6 schools in the A lbury , W agga and 
Bathurst regions have signed agree-

CSU Library and Kildare Catholic College 
sign a School Borrowing Agreement
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m ents w ith  the D iv is io n  o f L ib ra ry  
Serv ices . Sen ior students and staff of 
these schoo ls have courtesy bo rro w ­
ing rights and the use of m ost C S U  
Lib rary serv ices.

Ja ck  B a rn e tt, L e w is  D ay , and  
Phoebe Norton-Knight are Year 11 
stud ents at A ll Sa in ts  C o lle g e , 
Bathurst, w hose M odern H isto ry 
class recently  v isited C S U  Library 
w ith  their teacher. Jack and Lew is 
have been to C SU  before —  Jack 
to take part in research for the H u ­
m an M ovem ent S tud ies U n it —  
but the advantages of being ab le 
to use the lib ra ry  fa c ilit ie s  have 
becom e apparent to them as they 
undertake H SC  studies. As Lew is 
com m ented , the university  library 
can to provide resources of greater
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d e p th  a n d  
d e ta il, for all 
the c la s s , to 
s u p p le m e n t  
the resources 
a v a i la b le  at 
the ir C o lleg e  
library, w h ich  
has to ca te r 
to a w id e  
range of ages 
and top ics.

P h o e b e , Jack  and  L e w is  have  
jo ined  the lib rary  as school b o rro w ­
ers, and intend to use the lib rary  for 
assignm ent resources in all their sub­
jects. They w ere encouraged by library 
staff to also make use of services, such 
as inform ation assistance, period icals 
and photocopying. ■
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