
‘A pi ace of congregation and communion1

O n Tuesday 30 A ugust, A C T  
C h ie f M in ister Jon Stanhope 
opened the new Kippax pub­

lic library. He was introduced to the as­
sembled guests by M errilee Pigram, the 
general manager of the A CT Library and 
Information Service. They both praised 
the work of the architects, M ichael Mur­
ray and Meta Anne Shirley, who created 
this entirely new library building for the 
West Belconnen area.

The original library opened in 1978, 
in a 'temporary' demountable building, 
which soon became inadequate for the 
needs of a growing com m unity. Forty- 
four thousand people a year attend a 
function at an ACT public library, and 
make 1.8 m illion visits to one. The new 
building w ill be able to accommodate

Opening day crowds

the West Belconnen share of these 
numbers with ease; it is four times 
larger than the old library, w ith a 
comm unity room availab le as well 
as the library space.

Libraries A live! consultants Ian 
M cCallum  and Sherrey Q uinn un­
dertook the o rig ina l com m unity 
consultation and wrote the service 
specifications from w hich the architect 
developed the plans. Mr Murray praised 
their research and analysis, saying that a 
good brief made such a difference when 
developing a project. The result of com ­
munity consultation, best practice and 
the architect's vision is an ultra-flexible 
space in the centre of Kippax shopping 
precinct. It is important to the architect 
that the building is obviously a library, 
that books and people are visible inside 
the building through the large bay w in ­
dows that are a feature of three w a lls . 
Librarians and patrons love the layout: 
there are no hidden corners or awkward 
spaces, making the library easy to man­
age and navigate.

The Library Service has been devel­
oping the collection for the new build­
ing over the last year, at a cost of around 
$500 000. The collection has expanded 
by around 40 per cent, w ith com m u­

nity input forming an important part of 
the selection process. G inninderra High 
School students should be pleased with 
the new youth co llection  they helped 
create. O ver 300 people flowed into the 
new $3.5 m illion library after the open­
ing, borrowing began im mediately and 
the 10 computers availab le  for public 
use were very popular. ■

Jacinta Davies (left) and Rukhmani Pillay 
are looking forward to continuing their 
storytime attendance in the new library

Medical and oral health library for Griffith University

G riffith U niversity has established a new specialised 
d isc ip line  library in their Centre for M ed icine and 
O ral Health on the Gold Coast. The centre, officially 

opened in July 2005 , is home to the School of M edicine , 
w hich had its first intake of m edical students this year, and 
the School of Dentistry and O ral Health, the first new dental 
school to be established in Australia for almost 60 years.

The seven-storey centre, situated at Southport adjacent to 
the Gold Coast Hospital, has been designed to cater for up to 
700 students. The library occupies 400m 2 of floor space on 
the fifth floor, close to the main lecture theatres and seminar 
rooms. It features a wealth of natural lighting and stunning 
ocean and hinterland views.

G riffith  Health's com m itm ent to teaching and research 
across traditional discipline boundaries, as well as its vision of

creating healthy com ­
m unities, both drive 
the developm ent of 
the c o lle c tio n . Sen­
ior librarian Veronica 
Daw son said the fo­
cus of the initial co l­
lection developm ent 
has been on support 
for teach ing , in par­
t ic u la r  the m ed ica l 
s c h o o l's  re so u rc e  
in te n s ive  p rob lem -

based learning strat­
egy. Since the library 
opened its doors in 
April 2005, the mon­
ograph  c o lle c t io n  
has increased from 
a modest 2000  v o l­
umes to 3 0 00 , and 
co n tin u es to grow  
ra p id ly . S h e lv in g  
can  acco m m o d ate  
around 23 000  v o l­
umes. W ith a po licy  of purchasing journals e lectro n ica lly  
where possible, the small print journal collection is well sup­
ported by the university's 48 000 electronic titles across all 
d isciplines.

The library currently has seating for 70 people, including 
26 computer spaces, and the entire floor is wireless accessible 
for students and staff who choose to use their own laptops. 
The Student Learning Centre adjacent to the library has an 
additional 30 computers. Three rooms for group study, two 
consultation rooms, and a 10-seat training room are available. 
An ergonomic book return system has been installed.

Griffith's library collection now spans seven sites at Nathan 
campus, Mt Gravatt campus, the Queensland College of Art 
and Queensland Conservatorium in Brisbane, its Logan cam ­
pus, Gold Coast cam pus and the Centre for M edicine and 
Oral Health. ■The library foyer

CMOH library: external view
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