
A drianne H arris

Co-convenor, ALIA New 
Librarians' Symposium 
2006, on behalf of the 
NLS2006 Committee

Energise >> 
Enthuse > > 
Inspire!
...gives a voice to the 
new generation of library 
and information profes­
sionals. If you have any 
suggestions or topics 
for this column, please 
contact the column co­
ordinator, Kate Watson, 
k.watson@cqu.edu.au.

ALIA New Librarians1 
Symposium 2006
Pathways and Possibilities

Imagine a forum where you share experi­
ences and ideas, learn from others and 
have fu n .. .  Im ag ine a forum  that gets 

you thinking about your career, your future 
and your engagem ent w ith the profession 
and the A sso c ia t io n ... Im ag ine no more! 
A ll of this (and of course more) w ill be on 
offer at the A L IA  N ew  Lib rarians' Sym po­
sium  2 0 06 .

P lanning is w e ll underway for the Sym ­
posium , to be held in Sydney in D e cem ­
ber 2 0 0 6 . W ith  the them e 'Pathw ays and 
Possib ilities', the sym posium  w ill

• inspire delegates to explore avenues to­
ward a successful career in the inform a­
tion and lib rary profession;

• include exciting  keynote speakers, peer 
presentations and workshops designed 
to challenge and build new  sk ills ;

• contain a dynam ic and energetic m ix of 
sessions on career developm ent, lead­
ersh ip and ad vocacy ; and,

• provide a forum  to meet and netw ork 
with other new graduates, leaders in the 
industry and associated industry profes­
sionals.

A lso  it's su m m ertim e  in Syd ney , the 
perfect season to en joy the city, the beach 
and good com pany! The conference w ill be 
held 1 -2  D ecem ber 2006  at the U n iversity  
of N ew  South W ales in the fabulous Scien- 
tia Bu ild ing , just a stone's throw  from C oo­
gee beach and the delights of the big city.

If this is your first co n fe ren ce  e x p e r i­
en ce , then you w ill most lik e ly  be inter­
ested in our 'pathw ays' stream , w h ich  w ill 
exp lore how to plan your career effectively, 
obtain the job you w ant and exp lo re  pro­
fessional developm ent opportunities in the 
in form ation sector. If you have been to a 
previous Sym posium , you w ill be interest­
ed in our 'p o ss ib ilit ie s ' stream , designed 
to get you th ink ing  about the a lternatives 
co n ta ined  w ith in  the in fo rm ation  sector. 
This stream w ill in c lud e d iscussion  about 
research , the d eve lopm ent o f leadersh ip  
sk ills  and w ill offer an engaging peer pa­
per program. And of course, throughout the 
entire Sym posium , all delegates w ill have 
the opportunity to meet new  contacts and 
renew  old friendships whether at the co ck­
tail party or at the Sym posium  dinner.

A  truly co llaborative event, the com m it­
tee is made up of new  generation librarians 
from all over Sydney and from m any differ­
ent types of lib raries inc lud ing  acad em ic , 
special, pub lic, corporate and health librar­
ies. I w ou ld  like  to introduce the com m it­
tee to you: A drianne H arris (co-convenor),

A lyson D a lb y  (co-convenor), Fiona Jensen 
(treasurer), M atthew  G riffith s  (secre tary), 
V ic k y  Bourbous (m arketing ), N icky  Hay- 
ward-W right (marketing), Natasha Rudenno 
(sp o nso rsh ip ), Sean V o lke  (w eb site ), A n ­
d rew  Sp encer (venue lia iso n ), Fiona B ra ­
d ley (program ), M ichael O lsson (program), 
Phoebe W ic k s  (so c ia l program ), M organ 
W ilso n  (w ebsite ), Joanna H icks  (trade e x ­
hib ition). And Emma Royan-Smith from the 
A L IA  national office, w ho w e im agine to be 
sitting at home w ith a n ice glass of w in e , in 
front of the fire , as w e  chat to her over the 
speaker phone at our m onthly m eetings.

The com m ittee has held three p lanning 
w o rkshop s so far; the first w as to d ecid e  
the them e, the second to nut out the m ar­
keting and sponsorship approach and most 
recently a workshop to discuss the program 
and form at of the conference . The com m it­
tee is m eeting m onth ly and w e  w e lco m e 
an yo n e  w h o  w o u ld  like  to get in vo lved  
in he lp ing  to o rgan ise and run the S ym ­
posium  in 2 0 0 6 . No previous conference 
exp erien ce  is necessary, as the com m ittee 
is learn ing and grow ing as w e  prepare for 
the Sym p o siu m . If you are interested in 
find ing  out how  you can  becom e a part 
o f the N LS 2 0 0 6  C o m m ittee , co n tact e i­
ther o f the c o n v e n o rs : A d ria n n e  H a rr is  
(a .h a rr is@ u n sw .e d u .a u ) or A lyso n  D a lb y  
(a lyso n .d a lb y@ racp .ed u .au ).

T h e  w e b s ite  w i l l  be th e  c e n tra l 
p la c e  fo r in fo rm a tio n  and updates re ­
la ting  to the Sym p o siu m , and it can  be 
found  at h ttp :/ /co n fe re n ce s .a lia .o rg .a u /  
new lib rarian 2006/. O n  behalf of the Sym ­
posium  p lann ing  com m ittee, w e  look for­
w ard to seeing you in Sydney in 2006!

A sm all aside: The Sydney N ew  G rad u ­
ates G roup  w ill be launch ing  a pilot Pro­
fessional D eve lopm ent Program in O c to ­
ber. Th is  in itia tive  w ill assist Sydney new  
graduates plan professional developm ent 
and a tten d an ce  at even ts up to tw e lve  
m onths in a d va n ce . The  a im  is to p ro ­
v id e  a series o f access ib le  and affordable 
w o rkshop s and netw ork ing  opportun ities 
for new  graduates in Sydney (and visitors 
to our love ly  c ity ). The program w ill offer 
w o rksh o p s on to p ics such  as ca ree r d e­
ve lo p m ent and presentation sk ills . It w ill 
exp lo re  the d ifferences am ong the varied 
inform ation arenas new  graduates may find 
them selves w ork ing  in. To get involved in 
the pilot Sydney N G G  Professional D e ve l­
opm ent Program , co n tac t A ly so n  D a lb y  
(a lyso n .d a lb y@ racp .ed u .au ). ■
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