
Exploring indigenous 
library and archive trends

L-R: C onference de lega tes included  A IATSIS  library 
s ta ff  Rosem ary H otchkiss an d  Alana Garw ood-H oung, 
keynote  sp ea ke r and historian Jack ie Huggins, and  
N gunnaw al e lder Matilda House

W ays in w h ic h  A u s tra lian  lib ra r­

ies , a rc h iv e s  an d  o th e r ' in s t i­

tu tio n s  o f m e m o ry ' tre a t and  

can  h e lp  ad van ce  in d ig e n o u s k n o w le d g e  

w e re  e x p lo re d  at a c o n fe re n c e  in C a n ­

berra in A ugust.

D e a d ly  D i r e c t i o n s * :  c u r r e n t  a n d  

e m e rg in g  tre n d s  in l ib r a r ie s , a rc h iv e s  

and  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ic e s  fo r in d ig e n o u s 

k n o w le d g e  w as  hosted by the A u stra lian  

In stitu te  o f A b o r ig in a l an d  T o rre s  S tra it 

Is lan d er S tud ies (A IA T S IS ) .

M o re  than  8 0  d e leg a tes from  lib ra r­

ie s , a rc h iv e s , re so u rc e  c e n tre s , g o v e rn ­

m ent ag e n c ie s  and  u n ive rs it ie s  attended  

the e ve n t w h ic h  c o m m e n c e d  w ith  tours 

o f the  w o rld 's  m ost e x te n s iv e  c o lle c t io n  

o f m a te r ia ls  on  A u s t ra lia n  in d ig e n o u s  

to p ic s , h e ld  in th e  A IA T S IS  L ib ra ry  and  

A u d io v is u a l A rc h iv e s .

K eyn o te  sp e ake r and  h isto rian  Ja ck ie  

H u gg in s urged in stitu tio n s rep resented  at 

the fo ru m  to tra in  in d ig e n o u s p e o p le  in 

the c o lle c t io n , p rese rva tio n  and  d isse m i­

n a tio n  o f th e ir  m a te r ia ls . 'An  im p o rtan t 

a sp e ct o f m an ag in g  re co rd s  is to en su re  

that in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s  a re  am o n g  the 

lib ra r ia n s , h isto r ian s and  a rch iv is ts  lo o k ­

ing after and in terp reting  the reco rds. Th is  

su re ly  m ust be a p r io rity ,' she sa id .

A n  u n d e r ly in g  th e m e  o f th e  c o n fe r­

e n ce , to u ched  on by m an y  sp eake rs , w as  

the  re in v ig o ra tio n  o f the  A b o r ig in a l and  

Torres Stra it Is lan d er L ib ra ry  In fo rm ation  

N etw o rk  (A T S IL IR N ), w h ic h  p rov ides sup­

port and an in form ation  netw ork for A b o ri­

g in a l an d  T o rre s  S tra it  Is la n d e r  p e o p le  

w o rk in g  in lib ra rie s . E xe cu tive  d ire c to r of 

A L IA , Je n n e fe r N ic h o ls o n , sp o ke  on the 

im p o rtan ce  o f A T S IL IR N , its p o ss ib le  re ­

la tio n sh ip  w ith  A L IA  and  its fu tu re  ro le  in 

the lib ra ry  w o rld .

T h e  a c t in g  d ire c to r  o f th e  A IA T S IS  

L ib ra ry , Rod  S tro u d , to ld  d e le g a te s that 

the w o rk  o f the Institute 's Fa m ily  H is to ry  

U n it  (F H U ) in reu n itin g  fa m ilie s  d e m o n ­

stra ted  th e  v a lu e  o f in fo rm a t io n  b e in g

m ad e  a v a ila b le  to in d ig e n o u s  

in d iv id u a ls  an d  c o m m u n it ie s :

'T h e  d em and  for su ch  se rv ic e s  is 

huge and  e ve r- in c re as in g , as are 

the m any avenues w h ere  Ind igen­

o u s p e o p le s  re q u ire  a c c e s s  to 

in fo rm atio n  to fu rthe r th e ir a im s 

an d  to ad d re ss  in d ig e n o u s  d is ­

ad van tage ,' he sa id .

F H U  officers R e b e cca  Stubbs 

and  Jo ann e  Tay lo r gave an o ve r­

v ie w  of the A IA TS IS  Fibrary's d ig it­

isation  o f the h is to ric  D a w n  and 

N e w  D a w n  m a g a z in e s , w h ic h  

w e re  p u b lis h e d  fro m  1 9 5 2  to 

1 9 7 5  an d  a re  a k e y  so u rc e  o f 

fa m ily  h isto ry in fo rm atio n  fo r A b o r ig in a l 

peop le  separated from  th e ir fam ilie s .

In te rn a tio n a l p e rsp e c tive s  w e re  p ro ­

v id ed  by N e w  Z e a la n d e rs  H u ria  R oben s, 

from  the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f N e w  Z e a ­

land , and  D av id  Ku ku ta i Jo nes, p resid en t 

o f Te Ropu W h a k a h a u , the M ao ri L ib ra ry  

W o rke rs  N e tw o rk .

M r K u k u ta i Jo n e s  h ig h lig h te d  th e  

benefits that co u ld  f lo w  from  in stitu tions 

in co rp o ra t in g  in d ig e n o u s  lan g u ag e  and  

persp ectives, w h e th e r in the co n stru ctio n  

o f re p o s ito r ie s  o r the  re p re se n ta t io n  o f 

m ateria ls  on the w o r ld w id e  w e b . H e  to ld  

h o w  M ao ri p e o p le  b e c a m e  m u ch  m ore  

c o m fo rta b le  in u s in g  a rc h iv a l re c o rd s  

w h en  th ey  w e re  in vo lve d  in the n am in g  

o f the records.

C h a ir  of the A ssessm en t S u b co m m it­

tee of the A ustra lian  M em o ry  of the W o rld  

C o m m itte e , R o s lyn  R u ss e ll , e n co u rag e d  

d e le g a te s  to c o n s id e r  n o m in a t in g  in ­

d ig eno u s m ate ria l for in sc r ip t io n  on the 

in te rn a tio n a l an d  A u s tra lia n  reg iste rs o f 

M em ory  o f the W o rld . A  c o lle c tio n  o f 461 

S o rry  B o o ks , held at A IA TS IS , is one of five  

in scrip tio n s on the A u stra lian  register.

T h e re  w as a lso  c o n s id e ra b le  d is c u s ­

s io n  d u r in g  th e  c o n fe re n c e  ab o u t th e  

im p acts  o f n e w  te c h n o lo g ie s  on in d ig e ­

nous k n o w le d g e . D ire c to r o f the 

A IA T S IS  A u d io v is u a l A rc h iv e , D i 

H osk ing , sa id  the d ig ita l age had 

p re-em pted  d e c is io n s  ab o ut a c ­

cess to in d ig enou s m ate ria ls  held  

in arch ives, libraries and m useum s: 

w h a t  is p o s s ib le  has fa r  o u t­

s trip p ed  e th ic a l d eb ate  an d  the 

leg is la to rs . She stated : 'T h e re  are  

c u ltu ra lly  ap p rop ria te  m ethods in 

w h ic h  w e  can  m ake  in d ig e n o u s 

m ate ria ls  a c c e ss ib le  w ith o u t b e­

ing g u ilty  o f perpetuating  the e x ­

plo itation  and com m od itisation  of 

som eone e lse 's cu ltu re .'

/ / /  C V £*?

Ko orie  re fe ren ce  and in d ex ing  o ffice r 

at the  V ic to r ia n  A rc h iv e s  C e n tre , S im on  

F lag g , id e n tif ie d  a n u m b e r o f a c t iv it ie s  

p la n n e d  by th e  N a t io n a l A rc h iv e s  in 

2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6 . Th ese  in c lu d e  d eve lo p m en t 

o f a n ew  in te rface  for the B rin g ing  Them  

H o m e  In d e x  and  p u b lic a t io n  of a list of 

in d ig e n o u s s e rv ic e  p e rso n n e l in W o rld  

W a r I.

L ib ra r ia n  o f U n iv e rs ity  o fT e c h n o lo g y  

Syd ney , and  n o w  p resid en t o f IF LA , A le x  

B y rn e  fa c il ita te d  a liv e ly  w o rk s h o p  on 

the A b o r ig in a l and  To rres Stra it Is lan d er 

P ro to co ls  fo r L ib ra r ie s , A rc h iv e s  and  In ­

fo rm ation  S e rv ic e s  w h ic h  ad dress sen s it­

ive  issues in regard  to c o lle c t io n  o f and  

a c c e s s  to in d ig e n o u s  k n o w le d g e . T h e  

w o rksh o p  e xp lo re d  w ays  in w h ic h  lib ra ry  

and  a rch iv e  p erson ne l co u ld  ad van ce  the 

p ro toco ls , in c lu d in g  e xa m in in g  th e ir ow n  

p rac tice  and  h o w  th e ir o rgan isation 's p o l­

ic ie s  and p ro ce d u re s  ap p ro a ch e d  p ro fes­

s io n a l p ra c t ic e , o rg an isa tio n  strategy and 

co m m u n ity  en gagem ent.

T h e  A b o r ig in a l an d  T o rre s  S tra it Is ­

la n d e r P ro to c o ls  fo r L ib ra r ie s , A rc h iv e s  

and  In fo rm atio n  S e rv ic e s  can  be v ie w e d  

o n  th e  C h a r le s  D a r w in  U n iv e r s i t y  

w e b s ite  at h ttp ://w w w .cd u .e d u .au / lib ra ry/  

p ro to co l.h tm l.

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  c o n c lu d e d  w ith  a 

se ss io n  ab o u t A T S IL IR N . T h e  n e tw o rk 's  

a n n u a l g e n e ra l m e e tin g  w i l l  be h e ld  at 

A IA T S IS  on 21 N o vem b er 2 0 0 5 . For m ore 

in fo rm atio n , co n tac t se c re ta ry  Pat Brady, 

e -m a il p a t.b ra d y@ a ia ts is .g o v .au .

Papers fro m  the D e a d ly  D ir e c t io n s  

co n fe re n ce  are  on the A IA T S IS  w ebsite  at 

h ttp ://w w w .aiats is.gov.au/lb ry/conferences/ 

Iib co n f0 5 /co n fe re n ce in d e x .h tm .

* Contemporary indigenous use o f the word 
'deadly' has come to mean excellent, fabulous 
and all things good.

Kirstie Parker, manager: Media and 
Communications, Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies

Septem ber 2005

C onference de legates took  the opportun ity  to peruse  
the A IATSIS  Library's d igital exhibitions including  
Dawn an d  New Dawn
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