
Library tech groups in WA and Tasmania

T his month w e  profile  two m ore A L IA  lib rary techn i­
c ian  groups —  from  W estern A ustra lia  and Tasm a­
nia .

W A L T  -  W e s t  A u s tra lia n  L ib r a r y  T ech n ician  G ro u p
The W A  L ib ra ry  T ech n ic ia n  Section  of the L ib ra ry  A sso ­
c ia t io n  o f A u stra lia  first fo rm ed in August 1979  w ith  a 
com m ittee of ten but d isbanded in 1981 due to a lack of 
nom inations for com m ittee positions. The group reformed 
in 1 9 84 , so w e  turn 21 this year!

G roup numbers have fluctuated over the years. As A LIA  
m em bers are ab le to select a num ber of groups to belong 
to, som e w ho jo in  W A LT  are not resident in W A  and some 
are not even lib rary  techn ic ians . O n  the other hand, there 
are lib rary  techn ic ians w ho  are m em bers of A L IA  and resi­
dent in W A , but have not opted to jo in  W ALT. Certa in ly  the 
num bers turning up to meetings has grown in recent times 
—  a lw ays an encourag ing sign.

The group has had som e notab le successes. In 1989 
W A LT  ach ieved an occupational category (Library Techn i­
c ian ) w ith in  the state's pub lic sector and obtained Level 2 
status for certain graduates w ith in  the public sector. In 1999 
W A LT  organised the highly successful 10th National Library 
Techn ic ian  Conference in Frem antle. Part of the profit from 
the co n fe ren ce  has funded a Student C o n fe rence  G rant, 
p rovid ing funding to assist a student or recent graduate to 
attend the N ational L ib rary  Tech n ic ian  C onference —  an 
acknowledgem ent of the high cost of attending conferences 
for those resident here on the edge. The grant has now been 
aw arded three tim es: to M ason C la rk  in 2 0 0 1 , M ichae la  
Shepherdson in 2 0 0 3 , and Fe lic ity  Seeber in 2005 .

W A LT  tries to arrange a m ix  of professional deve lo p ­
m ent and socia l ac tiv it ie s . So cia l events are p a rticu la rly  
popu lar, in d icatin g  that netw orking  is very  im portant to 
our m em bers. In recent non-(library technician) conference 
years w e  have organised residential sem inars. In 2002 the 
sem inar was held in Bunbury in con junction  w ith SW eLL 
(South W est Library Link). It was w e ll attended by delegates 
(both professional and para-professional) from a w ide range 
of lib raries . In 20 0 4  a sm alle r group travelled north to the 
O ld  C onven t in the m onastic town of N ew  N o rc ia  for a 
series of interesting w orkshops and socia lis ing .

In 2 0 0 4  Judy C la yd e n , jo in t co -o rd inato r of the L ib ­
rary Techn ic ian  course at Edith C o w an  University , ran an 
internet search ing w orkshop that w as so popular that she 
agreed to run it a second  tim e . W e  hope to be ab le  to 
run the sam e co u rse  again  th is year and are cu rre n tly  
organising a w orkshop focusing on the career paths ava il­
ab le  for techn ic ians . W e are lucky to have an enthusiastic

TALIATec m em bers in H obart celebrating National Library Technician 
Day in M ay 2 0 0 5

group of members w illin g  to w ork together to provide these 
developm ent opportunities for local lib rary techn ic ians . 

Judy Allan, convenor, WALT

T A L L A T ecs
After a num ber of years of inactivity , the Tasm anian Library 
T ech n ic ian  G ro u p , TA L IA Tecs , reform ed in 1995 when a 
sm all group of Tasm anian A L IA  m em bers decided that, as 
lib rary  techn ic ians , w e  needed representation. S ince  then 
the group has gone from strength to strength.

The  T A L IA T e cs  G ro u p  prom otes lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  
issues to a ll lib rary and inform ation w orkers and students 
in Tasm an ia  w ith  em p hasis  on m em bersh ip  and pro fes­
sional developm ent activ itie s . W e aim  to encourage new  
g raduates by c re a tin g  a netw ork  o f e xp e rie n ce d  p ra c ­
titioners w h o  can  offer friendsh ip  and support for n ew ly  
qua lified  lib rary techn ic ians .

The group offers support and events in three regional 
areas of Tasm ania on a b i-m onth ly basis. Two meetings a 
year are held cen tra lly  w ith in  the state to a llo w  mem bers 
from all regions to participate .

TA L IA Tecs show ed  how  w e ll w e  w o rk  together as a 
team  w hen  w e  su cce ss fu lly  convened  the 1 1th N ational 
L ib rary  Techn ic ian  Conference in Hobart in August 2 0 01 . 
W e also fund a grant for a lib rary  techn ic ian  student to at­
tend each national con ference .

O u r m em bers have provid ed  industry representation 
on the national 'Re fram ing  the Future' strategy for TAFE, 
and have acted as industry representatives on consultative 

M  — t m m m g m m  train ing boards.
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T h e  T A L IA T e c  G ro u p  
p ro v id e s  an o p p o rtu n ity  
for lib ra ry  te ch n ic ia n s  from  
varied  w o rk p la ce s  to m eet, 
n e tw o rk , sh a re  id eas and 
learn  from  each  other. O u r 
aim  is to represent the inter­
est of lib rary  techn ic ians on 
re levant issues, and promote 
m em bersh ip  of professional 
associations.

Julia Goss, group treasurer, 
TALIATecs
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