
East Timor: urgent assistance needed

East Timor's Living M em ory  project 
is seeking an arch iv ist/curator to 
w o rk  in T im o r for five  m onths 

beginning around O ctober 2 0 0 5 .

The pro ject headed by A ustra lian  
w rite r Jill Jo lliffe , in a llia n ce  w ith  the 
A sso c ia tio n  of Form er P o litica l P ris ­
oners, w ill create a v id eo  a rch ive  of 
testim ony from  som e of East T im or's 
estimated 10 000  ex-prisoners. The ar­
ch ive  w ill rem ain in T im or as part of 
the country's national heritage. An in­
ternational version w ill be made ava il­
ab le in various formats to educational 
and m edia institutions for research, to 
advance respect for hum an rights and 
contrib ute  to the in ternationa l ca m ­
paign to abolish torture.

Living M em ory  has been granted 
U S $ 4 4  0 0 0  by the S o u th east A s ia  
D ig ita l L ib ra ry  (set up re ce n tly  by 
Am erican university libraries with funds 
from  the US D ep artm ent o f E d u ca ­
tion ). W ork  is ongoing to obtain the 
rest of its U S $ 86  0 0 0  overa ll budget 
before start-up.

The a rch iv is t w o u ld  form  part of 
a staff of s ix  D ili-b a se d  in te rn a tio n ­

als and East T im orese. The budget in ­
c lud es funds for casua l em ploym ent 
of ex-prisoners as drivers, caterers and 
interpreters.

Liv ing  M em ory  needs an e x p e r i­
en ced  lib ra r ia n  in the a u d io v isu a l 
fie ld to design a system of storage in 
trop ica l co nd itio ns for m aster tapes, 
e stab lish  an o n lin e  ca ta lo g u e , and 
train an East T im orese counterpart for 
long-term conservation of the material 
and the m ounting of related e x h ib i­
tions. G iven  D ili's  status as a hardship 
posting , the p ro ject team is looking  
fo r a d e d ica ted  p e rso n , p re fe ra b ly  
w ith  som e a b ility  in one or m ore of 
th eTe tu m , Indonesian or Portuguese 
languages. Em ploym ent w ould  be for 
five m onths, at a rate of U S $ 20 0 0  per 
m onth, plus accom m odation  and a ir­
fares.

A d d itio n a l sp o n so rsh ip  d e sira b le
Ideally  the project w ould  like a library 
to second a staff m em ber on salary for 
the five  months, and contribute travel 
costs. The draft budget described this 
job  as fin an ced  'in  k in d ', in the be­
lie f that an N G O  or lib rary might be

prepared to finance it, but to date no 
partner has stepped fo rw ard . Th is  is 
not essentia l to start-up, but w o u ld  
re lieve a strained budget.

R ep lies

Reply to The L iv ing  M em ory pro ject, 
PO  Box 3 9 5 2 , D a rw in  N T 0801 or 

e-m ail: troppo_m edia@ yahoo.com . ■

From Living M em ory  
project outline:
'For ex-prisoners and torture v ic ­
tims, the recovery and safeguard­
ing of m em ory are im perative  
to their w ell-being. The story of 
e x -p riso n e rs...is  a vital part of 
East Timor's recent history w hich  
is currently ignored and in dan­
ger of being lost to the younger 
generation. The recovery of that 
co llective memory by the L i v i n g  

M e m o r y  project is ...p art of the 
healing process.' ■

New D irections: ALIA 
symposium for special librarians
Melbourne, 3-4 November 2005

ALIA , in partnership with Information Edge, w ill host a 
new symposium for special librarians in M elbourne in 
early November.

N e w  D i r e c t i o n s  w ill focus on the opportunities for 
special librarians to position their libraries or services 
as vital, integral parts of their organisations in a rapidly 
changing work environment.

ALIA's Georgina D ale together with Elizabeth Swan 
from Information Edge, both of whom have broad expe­
rience as special librarians, have developed the program 
for N e w  D i r e c t i o n s .  A mix of keynote speakers, w ork­
shop sessions and panel sessions will provide delegates 
with the opportunity to hear and debate new ideas, and 
learn how to implement them when they return to their 
workplaces.

As part of the program, a symposium dinner will give 
delegates the chance to network over great food and 
wine.

N e w  D i r e c t i o n s  w ill be held at the new RACV Club, 
located in Bourke Street in the heart of Melbourne. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

For further information about the symposium or to 
register, go to http://alia.org.au/events/, or contact Geor­
gina Dale, manager, Member Services and Groups Liaison, 
ph 02 6215 8229; e-mail georgina.dale@alia.org.au. ■
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