
Celebrating NAIDOC 
Week in the RTA Library

Road safety  is an im portant is
sue for everyone , but research 
sh o w s  that a d isp ro p o rt io n 

ate num ber o f A b o rig ina l and Torres 
Strait Is land er peop le are in ju red  or 
k ille d  eve ry  yea r on our roads. The 
N S W  R o ad s and  T ra ff ic  A u th o r ity  
(RTA) is com m itted  to b u ild ing  re la 
tionsh ips w ith  A b o rig in a l co m m u n i
ties to raise the profile and acceptance 
of road and bridge pro jects, heritage 
issues, licen s in g  program s and road 
safety in itiatives, as w e ll as im proving 
Aborig inal em ploym ent opportunities 
w ith in  the Authority.

N A ID O C  W eek  is a central focus 
of these activ itie s . The N ational A bo
rig inal and Torres Strait Is lander O b 
servance Com m ittee (N A ID O C ) W eek 
is an annual ce lebration  of A borig inal 
and Torres Strait Islander cu ltu re  and 
heritage and takes p lace  du rin g  the 
first w eek  of July. The them e this year 
w as 'O u r future begins in so lid a rity '. 
In keeping w ith this theme, and for the 
second year running , the RTA Library 
hosted the launch  of N A ID O C  W eek 
to ce le b ra te  the w o rk  the A u th o rity

has done to im prove road safety 
outcom es for Aborig inal people.

L ib rary  staff worked w ith  the 
RTA A borig ina l Program U n it to 
organise the launch . It inc luded  
an a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  o f the  
D aru k , the trad itional ow ners of 
the land, a w e lco m e to country, 
an A b o rig in a l perfo rm ance and 
the p resen tation  of aw ard s for 
the RTA Indigenous Em ployee of 
the Year and the R eco n c ilia t io n  
Aw ard for a non-Aboriginal staff 
m em ber w h o  has dem onstrated 
support for the RTA's Aboriginal 
Action  Plan.

T h e  R TA  L ib ra ry  used the 
o cca s io n  to present its b ib lio g 
raphy, in the Hot Top ics series, The 
im pact o f  the built environm ent on 
in d ig en o u s cu ltu ra l heritage . Th e  
b ib liog raphy lists resources covering  
a rch aeo lo g y , lan d scap e , A b o rig in a l 
re la t io n sh ip  w ith  the land , and the 
im pact of infrastructure developm ent 
on A b o rig in a l co m m u n it ie s . A  p re
v io u s  b ib liog raphy, Transport issues 
for indigenous peop le , covered road

traum a research , d rive r tra in ing  and 
m obility  for Aborig inal people.

The RTA L ib rary  is proud to co n 
tribu te  to road safety strateg ies that 
address loca l road safety issues in a 
cu ltu ra lly  effective way, and to d eve l
oping awareness of Aborig inal cultural 
heritage matters.

Teresa Savage, manager, Roads and 
Traffic Authority Library

New 13-digit ISBN

T he In te rn ation a l O rg an iza tio n  for S tan d ard izatio n  
(IS O ) has p u b lish ed  a n ew  ed itio n  o f its h e a v ily  
u tilised  ISBN  standard , p rovid ing  the in ternational 

book identification  system w ith  increased cap ac ity  for the 
future.

The fourth ed ition of ISO  21 08 , Information and docu
mentation -  International Standard Book Num ber (ISBN), 
introduces the first m ajor change in decades to the global 
ISBN  system , m oving from a 10-digit to a 1 3-digit number, 
w ith  an im plem entation  date of 1 January 2 0 0 7 . The date 
reflects the need for advance preparation by the pub lish 
ing industry and its outlets in order to accom m odate the 
change.

S ince  1970 , the ISBN has been an essential feature of 
the global book trade, fundam ental to ordering systems and 
fac ilita ting  rights m anagem ent and the m onitoring of sales 
data, as w e ll as being a key com ponent in library catalogue 
records. The global success of the ISBN  system  is the envy 
of other industries. But its very  success is causing  it to run 
out of cap ac ity . The  exp lo sive  growth of e lec tro n ic  pub
lish ing has added to the pressure on supply of ISBN s.

A new  version o f the orig inal ISO  standard on the ISBN 
guarantees future ISBN  cap acity  through a 1 3-digit system 
fu lly  com p atib le  w ith  the o rig inal one. A  p rincipa l benefit, 
reflected in the new  ISO  2 1 0 8 , is consistency  w ith  plans

e lsew here to standard ise trading system s around 13-digit 
barcodes as of 2 0 0 5 . A lig n ing  the ISBN  w ith  other prod
uct num bering system s should m ake trade w ith  non-book 
retailers m ore effic ient.

U nder the new  ISO  2 1 0 8 , it w ill not be necessary to 
assign new  ISBN s to products that have already been pub
lished w ith  a 10-digit ISBN , but conversions from the 10- 
digit to 13-dig it ISBN  form at w ill be required for existing 
products by 1 January 2 0 0 7 . C o m m ercia l system s w ill not 
support the 1 0-digit ISBN  after that date.

Everyone w ho records, stores or exchanges ISBN data 
in an autom ated system w ill have to ensure that those sys
tems can accom m odate the 1 3-digit ISBN format by 1 Janu
ary 2 0 0 7 . A lthough the change p rim arily  affects systems, 
it w ill a lso  have an im pact on ed ito ria l p rocesses, sales 
and m arketing, w arehouse m anagem ent, production , ac
counting and cata logu ing functions. Therefore publishers, 
d istributors, retailers, lib raries and autom ated system sup
pliers are advised to obtain the new  ISO  2 1 0 8 .

Im p lem entation  g u id e lin es  for the 13-d ig it ISBN  are 
availab le from the ISBN International Agency at http://www. 
isbn-in ternational.o rg/revision .h tm l.

C o p ies of ISO  2 1 0 8 :2 0 0 5  are a va ila b le  for purchase 
from Standards A u stra lia , ph 02 82 0 6  6 0 0 0 ; http ://w w w . 
standards.org .au . ■
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