
Your voice
Inspiring the new generation...
Have you ever been to an event that w as so 

inspirational you felt the need to tell everyone?

O n 25 Novem ber 20 0 4 , I was invited to such 

an event. A book launch for a group o f author/ 

illustrators w hose works ranged from very good 

to the exceptiona l, but it was the authors, and 

not their works, that inspired me with their 

maturity, pride and knowledge. Never before had 

I met a group w ho knew  so much about writing, 

illustrating and publishing a book.

Before I go on, I should let you know that 

these am azing author/illustrators (they are 

very adam ant that they are both authors and

illustrators) are a group of G rade 1 ch ildren  (5- to 

7-year-olds).

These ch ildren , G rade 1 B/S of W ellington Point 

State School (Q ueensland), w ere inspired by 

published author M ary Kam ols, who gave her 

tim e to encourage the ch ildren  in their literary 

pursuits, and the results have been wonderfu l. 

Not only has the ch ildren's self-esteem grown, 

but so has their knowledge and love of books, 

at the very least w e have a new  group of library 

users, or even better a new generation of 

Iibrarians/library technicians, and just maybe a 

few  authors of the future.

Jo Wickham, Wellington Point, Queensland

Your letters on any issue o f relevance 
to the library and information sector 
are welcomed.

All letters should be addressed to the incite 
editor and may be e-mailed to incite@alia.org. 
au, or faxed to 02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your 
voice, ALIA, P0 Box 6335, Kingston 2604. Please 
include your name and postal address with your 
letter or e-mail.

Letters w ill be accepted for publication until the 
18th o f the month.
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VALA2
CONNECTING WITH USERS

' 1 \
13th Biennial Conference and Exhibition
7-9 February 2006 :• Crown Towers, Melbourne; Australia

A wide range of sponsorship and exhibition opportunities is available.
Please contact the VALA2006 Conference Organiser for further information.

C A L L  F O R  P A P E R S
You are invited to submit abstracts addressing the electronic management of information in the library 
and information services environment. The closing date for abstract submission is 30 April 2005.
For further information go to: http://www.vala.org.aii/conf2006.htm

VALA2006 Conference Organiser • Waldron Smith Management 61 Danks Street West Port Melbourne Vic 3207 Australia 
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