
Read Aloud Summit
Whoever you are, wherever you are —  you can read aloud

T he inaugural Read Aloud Sum m it was 
held at the Novotel Brighton, NSW, on 
W ednesday 31 August and Thursday 

1 September. Participants from all over Aus
tralia gathered to hear d istinguished guest 
speakers includ ing Rosem ary C la rke  (head 
of Bookstart U K ), D r Robert Needlm an (co
founder, Reach  O u t and Read , Boston ), 
Professor Frank O berk la id  (director, Centre 
for Com m unity C h ild  FJealth, V icto ria) and 
ch ildren 's author Mem Fox.

C o n fe rence  p artic ip ants represented a 
broad range of practitioners including teach
ers, lib ra rian s , health  w o rke rs , ch ild ca re  
workers, parents, authors, business people, 
politicians, social workers, government at all 
levels and non-governm ent organisations.

W ith presentations, workshops and net
working, participants heard of developments 
in Australia and overseas in the cruc ia l area 
of literacy for the 0-5  age group. Topics cov
ered everything from engaging boys, indigen
ous and C A LD  (cu ltura lly  and lingu istica lly  
diverse) com m unities to encourage reading, 
to focusing on the positive im pact that read
ing aloud has on both literacy and broader 
educational outcomes. A w ide range of exist- 
ing program s w as sh o w cased  during  the

workshop sessions, and facilitated breakout 
sessions provided the opportunity to share 
ideas.

During the sum m it, attendees also had 
the opportun ity  to listen to great stories 
from Literacy and N um eracy W eek  ch am 
pion, author Christopher Cheng, and from 
'read aloud ' guru M em  Fox. The sto ryte ll
ing theme was continued by storyteller and 
presenter G raham  Davey, who entertained 
and delighted the group w ith his stories at 
the conference dinner.

The Read A loud Sum m it was hosted by 
the Australian G overnm ent Departm ent of 
Education, Sc ience  and Training, w ith spe
cial contributions by the federal Education 
Minister, Dr Brendan Nelson, Mem Fox and 
D ym ocks L ite racy  Foundation C E O , Ju lie  
Urquhart.

In the words of Ju lie  U rquhart: 'It was 
fantastic to see such strong interest in this 
c ru c ia l issue from  so broad a range of 
stakeholders. W e are confident that this w ill 
inspire even greater interest in what w e can 
all do, as a com m unity, to ensure the right of 
every ch ild  to be read aloud to from birth.'

Carolyn Bourke, ALIA representative, Read 
Aloud Summit Steering Committee

D ym ocks Literacy Foundation  
CEO, Ju lie Urquhart

'Read a loud ' guru  and  
children's au thor M em  Fox
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